
BY TRAVIS J. TRITTEN

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Embattled 
Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric
Shinseki urged patience from 
Capitol Hill lawmakers Thursday
as his agency investigates reports
of falsified wait times and staff 
cover-ups at agency hospitals and 
clinics across the country.

The secretary said he is “mad
as hell” 
about the 
allegations, 
but sena-
tors on the 
Veterans’ 
Affairs 
Committee 
pointed to 
at least 50 
prior fed-
eral reports 
on VA prob-
lems and pressed for immediate
action to change agency practices 
and culture.

Shinseki’s job appears under
threat as the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs is rocked by reports
of wrongdoing surfacing in at
least 10 states. In Arizona, allega-
tions surfaced in late April that 
a Phoenix VA hospital kept a se-
cret list concealing long waits for
health treatment while 40 veter-
ans died.

Veterans’ groups and members
of Congress have called for Shin-
seki to resign, and the VA inspec-
tor general has launched a probe
in Phoenix. That probe will not be
completed until August.
SEE SHINSEKI ON PAGE 4

Volume 73, No. 21    © SS 2014      MIDEAST EDITION          FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2014 stripes.com Free to Deployed Areas

NATION
Dedication event 
held for Sept. 11 
museum in NY
Page 10

FACES 
Dolly Parton stays 
true to herself as 
new album debuts
Page 16

PREAKNESS 
California Chrome 
installed as huge 
favorite at Pimlico
Back page

Shinseki 
‘mad as 
hell’ over 
VA claims

Shinseki

 A member of a  Cameroonian-Nigerian  special 
operations team climbs aboard the USNS Spearhead 
during an exercise in the Gulf of Guinea .
STEVEN BEARDSLEY/Stars and Stripes

BY STEVEN BEARDSLEY

Stars and Stripes

 ABOARD THE USNS SPEARHEAD  — Team members 
wore different uniforms, spoke separate languages and re-
lied on hand signals to communicate. 

Made up of forces from Cameroon and Nigeria — neigh-
boring countries that have historically shared little beyond a 
border — the special operations team inched forward togeth-
er through the tight passages of this Navy catamaran during 
a recent vessel boarding exercise in the Gulf of Guinea.  

The drill, part of a larger Navy-hosted exercise held over 
several days in April, offered a glimpse of how local forces 
might work together to stop the kind of maritime crime that 
plagues this region.

It’s one of several signs of change in the area, where na-
tions that have struggled to police territorial waters are em-
bracing new offers for help. 
SEE CHANGE ON PAGE 6
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“I think I’m fully
capable of doing the
job, and I don’t think
it’s rocket science by
any means – not if
you just listen to

the people.”

—17-year-old Saira Blair after 
beating an incumbent West Virginia 

delegate in Tuesday’s election

See story on Page 11 
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Second round
of Afghan voting 
set for June 14

BY JOSH SMITH

Stars and Stripes

 Afghanistan’s top two presi-
dential candidates are officially 
headed to a runoff scheduled for 
June 14 after neither secured the 
majority votes needed to avoid a 
second round.

On Thursday, election officials 
formally announced the official 
vote tally from the April 5 election. 
Mirroring preliminary numbers, 
former Foreign Minister Abdul-
lah Abdullah gathered 45 per-
cent while 
former Fi-
nance Min-
ister Ashraf 
Ghani re-
ceived 31.6 
percent of 
the votes.

Another 
former for-
eign minis-
ter, Zalmai 
Rassoul, 
was seen as 
a favorite of current President 
Hamid Karzai, but garnered only 
11.4 percent. On Sunday, he an-
nounced that he was throwing his 
support to Abdullah.

The other five presidential can-
didates each drew support in the 
single digits in the first round of 
voting.

Abdullah welcomed a second 
round and said he was confident 

that turnout would once again be 
high.

Election officials said the num-
bers released on Thursday took 
into account hundreds of fraud 
complaints, but the investigations 
did not significantly change  the 
preliminary percentages. 

At a news conference after 
the announcement, Ghani com-
plained that more ballots should 
have been discarded because of 
fraud, but he said he would par-
ticipate in the runoff and predict-
ed that he would double his vote 
count from the first round.

The Electoral Complaints Com-
mission, which was tasked with 
sorting through the complaints, 
 invalidated roughly 400,000 
votes. That is fewer than half of 
the more than 1 million votes that 
were thrown out during the 2009 
election, in which Abdullah cited 
fraud and corruption when he 
quit  rather than participate in a 
runoff against Karzai.

In total, more than 6.6 million 
Afghans voted in this election, 36 
percent of whom were women, 
according to election officials.

The Independent Election 
Commission laid out the timeta-
ble for the constitutionally man-
dated runoff between Abdullah 
and Ghani. A second round of 
campaigning will be allowed be-
tween May 22 and June 11, with 
the vote scheduled for Saturday, 

June 14. The winner is expected 
to be announced  in July.

The United Nations’ represen-
tative in Afghanistan, Ján Kubiš, 
called on Afghan officials to do 
more to prevent fraud and urged 
candidates to respect the results, 
but he praised the process, which 
for the first time was exclusively 
overseen by Afghans.

“Afghans can justifiably be 
proud of their elections,” he said 
in a statement. “On election day, 
Afghan men and women dem-
onstrated their desire to live in 
peace, dignity and prosperity. 
Democratic choice prevailed over 
violence and coercion.”

The runoff extends an elec-
tion process whose conclusion 
many Afghans and international 
governments are impatiently 
awaiting so the country can move 
forward. 

Karzai has refused to sign a bi-
lateral security agreement with 
the United States that allows for 
thousands of troops to remain in 

the country past the end of the
year when all international com-
bat forces are to be withdrawn.
Both Abdullah and Ghani have
said they would sign the deal, but
the long electoral process means 
that U.S. military plans may be
up in the air for months.

The second round of voting will
also take place in the historically
violent summer fighting season,
when Taliban and other insurgent
attacks typically increase. The
Taliban launched their spring of-
fensive on Monday, with attacks
around the country that claimed
the lives of at least 16 people.

Despite threats and a campaign
of violence in the early months of
this year, the Taliban were un-
able to deliver on promises to dis-
rupt the election. Analysts fear
that the insurgent group may re-
double its efforts during a second
round.
Naiemullah Sangen contributed
to this report.
smith.josh@stripes.com
Twitter: @joshjonsmith

 The Associated Press

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan 
— A shootout between Afghan and 
Pakistani border guards killed one 
Afghan policeman Thursday in a 
remote southern region where the 
border between the two countries 
is poorly marked, officials said.

According to police spokes-

man Zia Durrani in the Afghan 
province of Kandahar, the skir-
mish started shortly after dawn 
and lasted about two hours. The 
two sides engaged in sporadic ex-
changes, using rifles and firing 
rockets across the border, he said.

Kandahar government spokes-
man Dawakhan Minapal said the 
fighting in the province’s remote 

Maroof district was sparked by an 
attempt by the Pakistani border 
police to construct an outpost on 
the Afghan side of the border. Pak-
istani official Asif Yusufzai said 
his country’s paramilitary forces 
retaliated after the Afghan forces 
started shooting first. He said he 
didn’t have any details on whether 
anyone was killed or wounded.

Pakistani forces have been
constructing a checkpoint on 
their side of the border, and the 
Afghan forces have been raising 
objections against it, added Yu-
sufzai, who is the top official in
the southwestern district of Qila 
Saifullah along the border with
Afghanistan. 

Afghan, Pakistani border guards’ skirmish leaves 1 dead

MIDEAST

JOSH SMITH/Stars and Stripes

Afghan presidential frontrunner Abdullah Abdullah speaks to 
reporters after casting his vote on April 5. Abdullah and runner-up 
Ashraf Ghani are headed to a runoff election scheduled for June 14.

Ghani
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Two amphibious assault vehicles with 
the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit 
reach the shore, each carrying about 20 
combat-loaded Marines. 

 BY HENDRICK SIMOES 
Stars and Stripes 

 DIJIBOUTI

The world may never see anoth-
er amphibious landing like the 
ones that characterized the U.S. 
war effort in World War II. 

Next month is the 70th anniversary 
of D-Day, when 5,000 ships and landing 
craft transported 176,000 Allied troops 
directly to  the beaches of Normandy. 

During that war,  a series of other 
massive landings were conducted in 
North Africa, Italy and across the Pa-
cific. In the Korean War, troops were 
also moved in that way. 

Today,  the U.S. Marines maintain 

and exercise the capability to conduct 
“forced-entry operations,” but chang-
es in technology have led to sweeping 
changes in tactics. 

“We would never again do a kind of 
a Tarawa landing where we are landing 
into the face of the enemy defenses,” 
Brig. Gen. Gregg Olson, commander of  

Task Force 51/59, said last month, refer-
ring to the three-day battle in the Gil-
bert Islands in 1943 in which more than 
3,500 were killed or wounded.

Olson, who is in charge of the am-
phibious forces deployed to the U.S. 
5th Fleet, said in an interview during 
an exercise here in mid-April that an 

amphibious landing today would likely 
involve using the inherent maneuver-
ability of the U.S. military and essen-
tially landing where the enemy is not. 

“Move to the sound of the guns, but do 
so in a smarter way,” Olson said. 

In this series of pictures on a beach 
in Djibouti, a location frequently used 
for Marine Corps exercises, members 
of the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit 
come ashore from the dock landing ship 
USS Gunston Hall to practice a mod-
ern-day beach landing.

The exercise ran from April 15 
through the end of the month.

simoes.hendrick@stripes.com

A world away from Normandy, troops practice modern-day beach landing
‘ We would never again do a kind of a Tarawa 
landing where we are landing into the face of the 
enemy defenses. ’

Brig. Gen. Gregg Olson
commander of Task Force 51/59

Marines with the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit taking a 
break get unexpected visitors.

Sgt. Robert Metcalf, with the 22nd Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, watches over the beach from an 
observation post as Marines work into the evening 

hours establishing a base camp along the shore.
PHOTOS BY HENDRICK SIMOES/Stars and Stripes

Chief Petty Officer Daniel Chavez, a craft master, navigates his 
landing craft carrying Marines from the USS Gunston Hall to 
the beach in Djibouti, where a base camp is being established.

Watch the 22nd MEU at work at
stripes.com/go/beachlanding

Related video

MIDEAST

By evening, the amphibious 
assault vehicles from the 22nd 
Marine Expeditionary Unit push 
inland, where they encounter 
simulated enemy resistance.
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BY CHRIS CARROLL

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — As Veterans 
Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki 
prepared Thursday morning for a 
Senate grilling over alleged abuse 
and fraud in his agency, a veter-
an s’ service organization and a 
government watchdog group an-
nounced a new website designed 
to give VA whistleblowers a safe 
place to vent.

The website, VAoversight.org, 
is a joint effort of the Iraq and 
Afghanistan Veterans of America 
and the Project On Government 

Oversight, or POGO.
The site, which gives whistle-

blowers the option of providing 
contact information, features 
bold-face warnings to avoid 
using a government computer 
or phone to submit complaints. 
It also  contains links to other on-
line security tools to minimize 
detection.

“It takes a lot of courage to step 
forward and put one’s career at 
risk,” POGO Executive Director 
Danielle Brian said in a news re-
lease. “Whistleblowers shouldn’t 
have to go it alone. We can help 
whistleblowers hold the VA ac-

countable, and keep the focus on 
solutions rather than attempts 
to hunt down those who voiced 
concerns.”

The VA is facing a wave of re-
ports about fraudulent record-
keeping and scheduling practices 
designed to cover up long wait 
times for appointments. Delays 
in receiving care allegedly have 
caused the deaths of scores of vet-
erans around the country.

“IAVA members are outraged, 
as new reports of mismanage-
ment and cooking the books seem 
to arise daily,” IAVA Chief Policy 
Officer Tom Tarantino said in a 

 news release. “Secretary Shin-
seki has finally started to emerge 
publicly and address these al-
legations, but short-term, reac-
tive measures will not eradicate 
the more pervasive problems 
that are causing veterans to lose 

faith in the system. VA has a long 
way to go to earn back the trust
and confidence of the millions of
veterans shaken by this growing
controversy.”
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

Group, watchdog create 
VA whistleblower site

FROM FRONT PAGE

On Wednesday, President 
Barack Obama directed one of 
his top advisers to assist in a re-
view of the VA service, which 
 constitutes the largest integrated 
health care system in the United 
States and serves 6.5 million vets 
per year.

White House Deputy Chief of 
Staff Rob Nabors will be tempo-
rarily assigned to the VA to work 
on a review focused on policies 
for patient safety rules and the 
scheduling of patient appoint-
ments, officials said Wednesday.

The Associated Press noted 
that the move is similar to the 
action the White House took last 
year when it assigned longtime 
Obama aide Jeffrey Zients to take 
over management of the troubled 
HealthCare.gov website from of-
ficials at the Health and Human 
Services Department. HHS Sec-
retary Kathleen Sebelius later 
resigned her post.

“If any of these allegations are 
true in Phoenix and elsewhere … 
they are completely unacceptable 
to me, to veterans and the vast ma-
jority of VA employees who come 
to work every day to do their best 
for those veterans,” Shinseki said. 
“It is important, however, to allow 
the inspector general to complete 
his duty.”

He said the VA has fired or 
moved employees, including se-

nior officials,  following the al-
legations  and  also will spend the 
next three weeks reviewing its 
health care system, which has 
some 1,700 points of entry, and 
will use those results to make 
improvements.

When asked why he should not 
resign, the former Army chief of 
staff and Vietnam veteran said he 
had come to the VA to improve 
the agency and to provide health 
care to those he had served with 
over a 35-year military career.

“I intend to continue this mis-
sion until I’ve satisfied that goal 
or I am told by the commander in 
chief that my time is served,” he 
said.

Senators were dubious after 
years of reports on VA problems 
and the scheduling  allegations 
that exploded in April. 

Sen. Jerry Moran, R-Kan., said 
he had worked with nine direc-
tors of the VA  during his political 
career and health care has been 
deteriorating under Shinseki’s 
tenure.

“The quality of that service 
is diminishing, and that was not 
true until recently,” Moran said.

Senators told the VA leader 
they wanted action.

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
made a special appearance at 
the hearing Wednesday and said 
it has been more than a month 
since the allegations and that the 

White House has failed to prop-
erly handle them.

He said immediate action 
should be taken to give veter-
ans more flexibility in choosing 
where they get treatment and to 
avoid long waits at VA clinics.

“My fellow veterans can’t want 
many months that it may take to 
finish its report,” he said.

The nation’s largest veterans 
groups also testified, saying they 
were angered by the allegations 
that some were dying while wait-
ing for care, and that better lead-

ership was needed.
Tom Tarantino, chief policy 

officer for Iraq and Afghanistan 
Veterans of America, said long 
wait times are not new to the VA 
but would be solved if “good lead-
ers have the information they 
need to fix it.” Instead, the long 
delays in scheduling health care 
for veterans  may have been hid-
den by VA employees  who alleg-
edly doctored hospital records, 
Tarantino said.

“This is indicative of a culture 
of failed oversight and account-

ability,” he said.
Veterans expect action to cor-

rect the problems to be “taken in 
weeks, not months” and urged  in-
vestigations of the scheduling and
health care claims independent of
the VA, Tarantino said.

“Veterans need to see the sec-
retary step out in front of this
issue and lead,” he said. “We
want a proactive secretary, not a
reactive one.”

tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten

Shinseki: VA chief says he 
intends to continue ‘mission’

CLIFF OWEN/AP

Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki testifies Thursday on Capitol Hill in Washington  before the 
Senate Veterans Affairs Committee hearing to examine the state of Veterans Affairs health care. 

Missing Fort Bragg soldier’s mother: Suspect led police to grave
 The Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C.  — The mother of a 
Fort Bragg soldier who disappeared more 
than two years ago says police were led to 
her daughter’s grave by the suspect now 
charged with her killing.

Johnna Henson, of St. Cloud, Fl a., said 
Thursday that Fayetteville police called 
her Wednesday to say they were led to the 
remains of  Pfc. Kelli Bordeaux, 23.

 Nicholas Holbert, 27, is charged with kill-

ing Bordeaux. Police sa id he went to a Fay-
etteville bar with Bordeaux where she was 
last seen in April 2012. Holbert is sched-
uled for a first court appearance Thursday 
on charges of first-degree murder and first-
degree kidnapping.

Henson sa id Holbert led investigators 
to Bordeaux’s grave in a densely wooded 
area about 4 miles from the bar where her 
daughter and Holbert went for drinks and 
karaoke.

 Detectives went Wednesday to an area 

near the Interstate 295 corridor on the 
northern side of Fayetteville after receiv-
ing information, city police spokesman Lt. 
Todd Joyce said. 

 The remains will be sent to the chief 
medical examiner’s office to confirm the 
identity.

 Fayetteville Police Chief Harold Medlock 
said at a news conference that Holbert had 
been a person of interest in the case since 
Bordeaux disappeared. HolbertBordeaux

ROSS D. FRANKLIN/AP

 The Phoenix VA Health Care Center in Phoenix  is at the center of 
allegations  of  fraudulent record-keeping and scheduling practices.
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 BY TOM PHILPOTT 
 Current military members and 

retirees are to be “grandfathered” 
from any retirement changes that 
the Military Compensation and 
Retirement Modernization Com-
mission recommends to Congress 
next February.

Current force members 
shouldn’t let that dampen their in-
terest in the work of the commis-
sion or its final recommendations, 
because any retirement reforms 
proposed almost certainly will in-
clude an “opt-in” feature.

Many currently serving mem-
bers will get the chance to choose 
to switch to a more modern, less 
generous retirement plan. Who 
would do that?

If past behavior is a reliable 
guide, thousands will.

Economists use the term “per-
sonal discount rates.” More 
simply, it’s how the promise of 
cash-in-hand affects you versus 
larger future rewards.

It’s pretty clear, though, that 
current members, if they choose, 
will be able to stay under the 
“High-3” retirement with its im-
mediate annuities after 20 years 
of service set to equal 50 percent 
of average basic pay for their high-
est three earning years. Why?

The Joint Chiefs of Staff are 
insisting on it. The Obama ad-
ministration has made retroac-
tive retirement protection part of 
its guidance to the commission. 
The likelihood Congress will buck 
those promises is slim given the 
lashes Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., 
and Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., 
the House and Senate budget com-
mittee chairpersons, felt when 
their budget deal last December 
included a cap on military retiree 
cost-of-living adjustments.

Before the ink dried on that 
deal, Congress voted to replace 
the COLA cap with alternative 
budget savings it still might re-
gret: lengthening the impact of 
sequestration on future defense 
budgets by another year.

So, to borrow a phrase from re-
cent popular culture: If you like 
your current plan, you can keep it. 
But you’ll have something new to 
consider. 

Department of Defense pay 
experts gave the commission two 
concepts for reforming retire-
ment. They also advised that a lot 
more money would be saved for 
taxpayers if, in adopting either 

of the ideas, the commission also 
endorses an “opt in” feature for 
those in service.

“Steady state” savings from 
any one of the new retirement 
concepts if adopted only for new 
entrants would range from $1.7 
billion to $3.9 billion annually, of-
ficials told the commission.

“However, if currently serv-
ing members were permitted to 
participate… which DoD believes 
should be an option, savings to 
the Department and the Treasury 
would emerge more quickly.” The 
greater the number of members 
“who opt-in, the faster the full 
savings of the change would be 
realized.” 

Current military retirement is a 
“defined benefit” that pays an im-
mediate annuity after 20 or more 
years. The value of the annuity 
climbs by 2.5 percent of basic pay 
for each year served. However, 
only 15 percent of all members 
who serve stay long enough to 
qualify.

Both of the new concepts shown  
to the commission  are “hybrid” 
plans, combining a reduced de-
fined benefit with two new tools. 
One is a “defined contribution” 
feature, with the government 
making regular payments on a 
member’s behalf into a Thrift 
Savings Plan , similar to a 401(k) 
account. The contributions would 
be invested and made portable for 
members to take with them even 
if they leave before 20 years. They 
would be fully vested in these ac-
counts after six years of service.

A third element of the hybrid 
concept is supplemental pay to 
give the services greater flexibil-
ity to shape force structure and to 
retain select skills or pay grades. 
That pay could ease transition to 
civilian life for careerists no lon-
ger needed, or be made “continu-
ation pays” to entice members to 
served years longer until the de-
fined retirement benefit is within 
reach.

Being able to pocket benefits 
sooner can be a powerful induce-
ment to forfeit more valuable ben-
efits. As Defense officials advised 
the commission:

“Because service members 
on average value deferred ben-
efits less than the actual cost to 
the government to provide these 
benefits, it is possible to generate 
savings and sustain retention by 
altering the mix of current and 
deferred benefits.”

Defense officials have seen that 
work with the $30,000 Career Sta-
tus Bonus  offered for more than 
the last decade to careerists in 
their 15th year. In return for that 
extra cash, to pay off credit cards 
or buy a new car or put a down 
payment on a home, careerists 
are still opting back into “Redux” 
with its reduced annuities and 
smaller cost-of-living adjustments 
to retired pay.

Congress conceived the CSB for 
one purpose: to dampen the cost of 
repealing that cheaper retirement 
plan, which Congress had imposed 

on any member entering service 
after July 31, 1986. When the Joint 
Chiefs complained about the im-
pact on career retention from a 
cheaper retirement offering, Con-
gress repealed Redux. But it also 
created the $30,000 bonus to en-
tice at least some careerists to opt 
back in.

Though CSB has been frozen 
at $30,000 more than a decade, 
steadily losing purchasing power, 
it continues to induce about 3 
percent of officers and 15 per-
cent of enlisted into a cheaper 
retirement. 

Wartime tax breaks on deploy-
ment increased its attractiveness.

As of 2012, more than 34,800 en-
listed and 925 officers had retired 
under Redux rather than under 
the “High-3” plan. Because of that 
choice, the Defense Department, 
in setting aside funds to pay fu-

ture retirement benefits, needs to
contribute about $600 million less 
annually.

Defense officials and outside 
analysts who shaped the new re-
tirement concepts would bristle at 
any comparison of their complex
plans to the maligned CSB. Their
hybrids, they say, address the un-
fairness of allowing most mem-
bers to separate with no benefits 
toward retirement. The hybrids
also give force managers greater
flexibility to shape a cost-effective
force.

 But like the CSB, their plans 
also save a lot of money by moving 
retirement cash forward where
many members will decide it has
greater value than in the long run.
Send comments to Military Update, P.O. 
Box 231111, Centreville, VA, 20120, email 
milupdate@aol.com or twitter: Tom 
Philpott @Military_Update .

 Lawyer: Treat Manning 
at military facility 

WASHINGTON  — The Penta-
gon is trying to transfer convicted 
national security leaker Pvt. Chel-
sea Manning to a civilian prison 
where she can get treatment for a 
gender-identity condition. But her 
lawyer said Wednesday said that a 
move from a military prison would 
make Manning choose between 
the treatment and her safety.

 Two Pentagon officials told 
The Associated Press  earlier 
that Defense Secretary Chuck 
Hagel gave the Army approval 
last month to try to work out a 
plan to transfer Manning from 
Fort Leavenworth, Kan ., to a fed-
eral prison. Manning entered the 

Army as a man named Bradley.
The officials were not autho-

rized to speak on the record and 
discussed the matter on condition 
of anonymity.

Manning has been diagnosed 
with gender dysphoria, the sense 
of being a woman in a man’s body. 
Civilian prisons can provide 
treatment, but the Defense De-
partment does not, and a transfer 
would allow her to see if she wants 
to complete the transformation to 
being a woman. 

Manning was convicted of 
sending classified documents to 
anti-secrecy website WikiLeaks. 
The soldier has asked for hor-
mone therapy and to be able to 
live as a woman. 
From The Associated Press

MILITARY
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Luring current force to ‘reform’ its own retirement
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Many of the nations are working with 
a U.N. agency to streamline chains of au-
thority among their security forces. Oth-
ers,  such as Gabon, have sought help from 
the Navy in assessing their maritime forc-
es. And countries along the most vulner-
able stretch of coastline are receiving aid 
from a new European Union project aimed 
at protecting mariners.  

Meanwhile, participation in th e annual 
exercise, called Obangame Express and 
hosted by the Navy, has continued to rise, 
with countries  such as Ivory Coast and An-
gola joining this year.  

“New countries, countries who formerly 
didn’t even have a platform to bring, are 
showing up with a ship,” said Capt. Nancy 
Lacore, the exercise director. 

There’s a good reason behind the new 
sense of urgency. Maritime crime, long 
a scourge of the Gulf of Guinea, has es-
calated in the past year. Ships reported 
46 armed robberies in these waters last 
year — a likely undercount, experts agree 
— with many of them violent. Attackers 
took oil, crewmembers’ belongings and, 
more recently, crewmembers, themselves, 
selling them back to their companies for 
ransom. 

Illegal fishing, meanwhile, is estimated 
to cost the regoin’s economies $350 million 
 per year, while drug trafficking through 
territorial waters is worth as much as 
$1.2 billion in illegal goods, according to 
the EU.

Concerns about disruptions to the high 
volume of oil and merchant traffic in the 
region make the region’s security a con-
cern for the U.S. and European countries, 
said Byron Smith, the Navy’s director of 
Africa engagement for U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa in Naples, Italy. 

“Those are not only U.S., but global in-
terests,” Smith said. “You interrupt the oil 
flow, then you have an impact on pricing 
and on the global community. You impact 
the free flow of shipping and trade like 
what’s happening on the east coast of Af-
rica; it has an impact.”

Though often compared, maritime 
crime on Africa’s  western coast differs 
significantly from the attacks near Soma-
lia that made headlines several years ago. 
Most incidents in East Africa take place in 
international waters, making them true pi-
rate attacks. West African attacks typical-
ly occur in territorial waters, making them 
armed robberies and the responsibility of 
individual states.  

The number of governments  on the 
crowded coast of West Africa discourages 
a single response or shared policy. 

Somalia’s weak, western-backed gov-
ernment, by contrast, gives international 
forces a free hand to operate in its waters, 
resulting in a combined naval flotilla and 
free pursuit of pirates on land, which has 
contributed to plummeting numbers of at-
tacks in recent years.  

And while commercial ships operate off 
Somalia with armed security teams, in the 
Gulf of Guinea, each country provides a 
security team in its waters. Exchanging 
security crews each time a ship crosses 

a maritime border is seen as a waste of 
time for many ships, said Jon Huggins, di-
rector of Oceans Beyond Piracy, a group 
that monitors piracy in Africa, and re-
sults in less trust between the teams and 
mariners. 

“You kind of had a blank slate,” Hug-
gins said of Somalia. “On the west coast, 
you have all these little chunks of territo-
rial waters, which makes everything really 
kind of difficult.” 

The response by the U.S. and the EU has 
been to “build capacity” — the term for 
improving a country’s security forces by 
training them, donating equipment and re-
forming their operations — and to encour-
age the region’s states to work together. 

The Navy began training in the region 
in 2007 through its Africa Partnership Sta-
tion, an annual event in which trainers pull 
into various ports for exercises. The Pen-
tagon purchased coastal radar equipment 
and speedboats for local forces in 2008.  
And in 2010, the Navy began hosting the 
Obangame Express exercise, which focus-
es on boarding and maritime tracking and 
coordination. 

Yet tactics are easily undermined by po-
litical decisions, as well as corruption or 
simple inaction. In Nigeria, for example, 
analysts often see connections between 
government officials and organized crime 

rings, especially those that target oil for 
theft. 

And there is virtually no legal deter-
rent.  According to Oceans Beyond Piracy, 
no suspect detained for robbery at sea has 
ever been prosecuted for it.

Many observers hope a code of conduct 
signed last June in Cameroon by leaders of 
25 nations along the Atlantic Coast signals a 
new commitment. Nations agreed to share 
information and to create mechanisms for 
reporting suspicious vessels and incidents, 
and they pledged to create an anti-piracy 
coordination center in Cameroon. 

Many are now working with the Interna-
tional Maritime Organization, a U.N. agen-
cy, on assessments of their capabilities and 
ideas for reforming their maritime forces. 
The organization will help implement parts 
of the agreement, develop  standards across 
the region, provid e education and seek  in-
ternational donors to cover expenses.  

Other support is coming from the EU 
project, known as Critical Maritime Routes 
in the Gulf of Guinea, which will spend 4.5 
million euros (about $6.3 million) training 
coast guards and developing information-
sharing networks in a stretch of nations 
from Togo south to Gabon.  

Gabon, meanwhile, is working bilater-
ally with the U.S. for an assessment of its 
own forces and interagency structure. 

President Ali Bongo Ondimba made that
request directly to Navy Secretary Ray
Mabus during the latter’s visit to Libreville
in August. 

Smith, the director of Africa engage-
ment for the nearby Navy command, was
recently in Libreville with Vice Adm. Phil-
ip S. Davidson, commander of the Navy’s
fleet for Europe and Africa, for a reception
with Ondimba and to provide an update on
the assessment, he said. 

“At the end of the day, it needs to be a
Gabonese product … we’re just trying to
make sure we’re all on the same page,”
Smith said. 

Back on the Spearhead, the Nigerian-
Cameroonian special operations team fin-
ished its boarding drill and moved on to
the next phase of its exercise — storming
a pirate base on a nearby beach. Whether
such a team is a viable option for either
country remains to be seen. For now, and
the next few runs of Obangame Express, it
may merely be a tool for training two forc-
es at once. Change happens at its own pace
in the Gulf, Huggins said. 

“As in everything, it doesn’t move as fast 
as you’d hope.” 

beardsley.steven@stripes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley 

Change: Oil, merchant traffic make Gulf of Guinea security a concern
MILITARY

PHOTOS BY STEVEN BEARDSLEY/Stars and Stripes

A member of Cameroon’s maritime special operations command, the Battalion d’Intervention Rapide, clears a passenger area of 
the USNS Spearhead during a joint vessel boarding exercise with Nigerian forces in April in the Gulf of Guinea on April 21, 2014. 
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 IDENAU, Cameroon — Kirsty 
McLean doesn’t need to look out 
from the shore of this small fish-
ing village to spot one of coastal 
Africa’s lingering problems. She 
can just log on to her computer.

Using a Web-based mapping tool 
that plots nearby ships through 
their VHF (very high frequency) 
transponders, McLean recently 
layered another view on top, this 
one from a satellite searching for 
ship-size objects in the area. Doz-
ens of new markers suddenly ap-
peared on the screen — a full fleet 
of ships otherwise unnoticed in 
territorial waters. 

“This is telling you you have a 
problem,” she said. 

Armed robbery, illegal fishing 
and drug trafficking are major is-
sues facing Gulf of Guinea nations 
such as Cameroon. They are also  
concerns for the U.S. military, 
which has funded or financed 
new coastal radar sites in  several 
countries. 

Getting those nations to share 
that information is the job of 
McLean, a Navy civilian.  Her 
online mapping tool, which is 
improving with the  increasing 
availability of satellite imagery 
and expanded coastal radar, has 
become  more attractive  since a 
recent agreement by Gulf nations 
to share more of their data.

“You need to be able to see 
what’s going on out there in order 
to respond to it,” said Bryon Smith, 
director of Africa engagement for 
U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa, 
where McLean works. 

Nine nations share waters along 
the Gulf’s most active stretch, 
from Ivory Coast to Gabon, cre-
ating a patchwork of surveillance 
systems and a host of technical 
and political issues with sharing 
data. Many nations have gaps in 
their radar coverage. 

The dishes also have their limi-
tations  as surveillance tools. They 
 are good for line-of-sight detec-
tion 20 to 30 miles out  —  enough 
to cover territorial waters — but 
well shy of the 230-mile exclusive 
economic zone, a region where 
countries protect their own fish 
and resource stocks. 

Until recently, the lack of a com-
mon radar picture left Gulf nations 
with few resources for sharing in-
formation on suspicious vessels, a 
problem more pronounced among 
poorer nations unable to afford 
much coastal radar coverage.

McLean, who works alongside 
Navy trainers in Africa, was look-
ing for a way to develop that com-
mon picture when she spoke to a 
representative of the Volpe Center, 
a Department of Transportation 
initiative that creates transporta-
tion-related projects for federal 
agencies. The representative said 
he might have something in mind 
— the center had once worked on a 
similar concept for U.S. Southern 
Command.

Programmers pulled that proj-
ect from the shelf, modified it and 
in  2010 released SeaVision , a Web-
based vessel tracking system that 

uses ships’ transponders to draw a 
real-time picture of marine traf-
fic on a common, unclassified in-
terface. Based on Google Maps, 
the program takes data from the 
Automatic Identification System, 
the transponder signal system 
required of all flagged merchant 
vessels,  and uses it to map ships in 
real time. Users can track vessels, 
look at their steaming histories 
and correspond with other SeaVi-
sion users to highlight particular 
vessels or pass along information. 

The AIS data comes via par-
ticipating countries, who agree 
to plug their receivers into the 
program. Satellite AIS receivers 
ensure vessels can be tracked far-
ther out from coastlines. 

The Naval command for Africa 
began disseminating SeaVision in 
2011 through its exercises with 
African forces, and  McLean en-
couraged countries to continue 
using the program in their regular 
surveillance. 

“We didn’t want to do something 
that they just used doing exercise 
because we wanted to build a ca-
pability that was consistent — it 
was there whether we were there 
or not,” she said.

A year after the program’s intro-
duction, 20 countries were using 
SeaVision, McLean said. Adminis-
trators can track logins, allowing 
them to see which users appear 
comfortable with the program and 
which may need more training or 
might be having technical issues. 
The Navy still provides many of 
the accounts, she said.

AIS alone can’t provide a com-
plete picture of a nation’s territori-
al waters or the exclusive economic 
zone. Merchant ships can turn the 
system off, and smaller boats may 
not even have it. McLean esti-
mates well over half the vessels in 
the Gulf of Guinea are operating 
without AIS. 

She  believes new data feeds will 
help clear the picture. 

The new European Union satel-
lite program Sentinel-1 is expect-
ed to provide African nations free 
satellite images beginning later 
this year, she said. Although the 
satellite passes will be irregular 
— perhaps once every few days 
— the images will show how many 
ships are not using their tran-
sponders. Coastal radar, which 
some countries are feeding into 
the system, can provide similar 
information.  As the U.S. military 
continues  to update radar towers 
and add new ones, the information 
should become even better. 

Countries should use the new 
data to enforce AIS require-
ments, and as a general indica-
tor of where ships are clustering, 
McLean said.  

“It’s telling you about a prob-
lem,” she said. “You can tell the 
patterns of life. OK, well there was 
this many ships there last week. Is 
there this many ships there this 
week? What fish is in season?”

SeaVision should also receive a 
boost with last summer’s Code of 
Conduct signed by West and Cen-
tral African nations in Cameroon. 
The agreement, which followed a 

period of escalating armed rob-
beries in the Gulf, calls for better 
information sharing among signa-
tories and a new regional informa-
tion-sharing center in Cameroon. 

Here in Idenau, forces from 
Cameroon and Nigeria recently 
tested the new agreement with 
combined exercises aimed at 
boarding a suspicious vessel. 
McLean was on hand as a com-
bined maritime operations center 
first detected the vessel, played 
by a U.S. ship, tracked it and then 
guided a boarding team of com-
bined Cameroonian-Nigerian 
forces toward it. 

Such skills can lead to real-
world successes, McLean  be-
lieves. She sees validation in a 
January interdiction off the coast 
of Senegal, when maritime offi-
cers there acted on a tip to board a 
Russian-flagged vessel believed to 
be fishing illegally. 

McLean said the Navy helped 
Senegalese forces by looking at 
the ship’s history on SeaVision 
and tracking its movements. The 
country extracted a $1.2 million 
fine from the owners of the ship, 
the Oleg Naydyonov, which was a 
repeat offender. 

Further  improvements to coast-
al surveillance across Africa, 
often called maritime domain 
awareness by the military, will re-
main a cornerstone of the Navy’s 
work with African nations as long 
as maritime crime threatens glob-
al trade, oil prices and inland sta-

bility, said Smith, the official with
U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa.
SeaVision is an improving tool, he
said — and a reality check on the
seriousness of the situation. 

He recalled one government
minister’s reaction when shown a
satellite feed on SeaVision. 

“We turned this thing on and
he’s like, ‘Well, what are all those
ships out there, because we don’t 
see them out here?’ ”  

The response:  “That’s a good
question. ” 
beardsley.steven@stripes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley 

Ship-tracking radar helping 
police Gulf of Guinea waters

STEVEN BEARDSLEY/Stars and Stripes

A monitor inside a maritime operations center in  Cameroon  shows 
the interface for SeaVision, a Web-based maritime monitoring tool . 
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 KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — Soldiers may take over se-
curity at Army posts in Germany 
if a contract to keep civilians at 
the gates isn’t signed in the next 
two weeks.

The Army’s contract with Pond 
Security, which has guarded 
Army installations in Germany 
for years, is set to run out May 
28, and another firm’s bid to take 
over the job was thrown out in 
March after protests from rival 
companies.

The Army is in negotiations 
with Pond for a six-month bridge 
contract that would begin May 
29 and would give the service 
time to work out a long-term deal 
for civilian security guards at 
its posts in Germany. But if the 
bridge contract isn’t signed in 
time, U.S. Army Europe is pre-
paring to replace Pond guards 
with soldiers on May 29 as a stop-
gap measure.

USAREUR has begun training 
soldiers for the job, though the 
command won’t say how many 
soldiers it’s training nor what 
units they’re from.

“As a rule, we do not discuss 
specific force-protection mea-
sures, and it would not be ap-
propriate to discuss how many 
soldiers would be used, which 
units would be used, or how long 
guard shifts would be,” USA-
REUR spokesman Bruce Ander-
son said Thursday in an emailed 
statement. 

Pond employs some 1,800 
guards at Army installations in 
Germany. Roughly 29,000 sol-

diers are assigned to USAREUR. 
While most of those are in Ger-
many, the command would have 
to mobilize more than 6 percent 
of its soldiers in the country 
to match what Pond has at the 
gates.

Anderson said it is reasonable to 
expect some effect on productiv-
ity while soldiers are performing 
security duties, but that leaders 
would take steps to “mitigate that 
effect where possible.”

Even if the contract goes 
through, the Army may still need 
to provide soldiers to supplement 
the civilian guard force, accord-
ing to Pond.

The company lost about 6 per-
cent of its workforce between 
January and April amid uncer-
tainty over a long-term contract, 
Chad Geier, the company’s chief 
of staff wrote in an emailed state-
ment. The number of personnel 
calling in sick has also gone up, 
he said.

Pond is trying hard to recruit 
new guards “to stabilize and bal-
ance the damages we suffered,” 
Geier said.

A memo updating Pond em-
ployees on the bridge contract last 
week said the losses and sick calls 
“could result in soldiers working 
with us at the gates.”

According to the memo, Pond 
and the Army  already have ne-
gotiated a deal that would keep 
Pond on the job through at least 
November 30. Two one-month 
options could extend their stay 
through the end of January. 

That contract is not yet final-
ized, however. According to a 
spokeswoman for the 409th Con-
tracting Support Brigade, they 

are still negotiating with Pond.
millham.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @mattmillham

Soldiers may take over for 
civilian guards in Germany

Air Force to make 
accelerated cuts to
headquarters staff

BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The Air 
Force intends to cut is headquar-
ters staff on a much more aggres-
sive time line than that required 
by Secretary of Defense Chuck 
Hagel, according to Air Force 
officials.

Last summer, Hagel ordered 
all of the services to reduce their 
headquarters staff by 20 percent 
by 2019. Hagel’s directive was 
part of a larger Pentagon effort 
to save money at a time of budget 
austerity.

“You’re going to see the 
Air Force do a bit better than 
20 percent, a little bit more than 
20 percent, and we’re going to try 
to do it in one year, not five years,” 
Deborah Lee James told an edito-
rial board meeting at Gannett 
Government Media Corp., ac-
cording to a report by Federal 
Times, a Gannett publication.

Capt. Erika Yepsen, an Air 
Force spokeswoman, confirmed 
the ambitious plans.

“We have five years to do it. But 
if we can frontload the cuts, then 
we will be able to reap the ben-
efits of the savings across the five 
years,” she told Stars and Stripes. 
“That’s been our plan all along is 
to try to achieve the cuts as fast 
as possible so that we can get the 
maximum benefit of the savings … 

Like everything in our budget, the
sooner you cut it out, the savings
sort of multiply over time because
then you don’t need to keep spend-
ing that money [every year].”

James said the shrinking of 
the headquarters staff will affect
 active-duty airmen, Air Force ci-
vilians and contractor personnel, 
and the bulk of those cuts will 
occur in fiscal 2015, according to
Federal Times.

To trim the headquarters,
James told the editorial board 
that the service will look to make
consolidations among major pol-
icy command staffs that manage
base support services, such as se-
curity, chaplain services, civil en-
gineering and personnel, but the 
details are still being worked out.

“By next summer, we are look-
ing to be done with this … because 
we’ll basically be shaped at about
the right size,” she said, accord-
ing to Federal Times.

In addition to the headquarters
staff cuts, the Air Force intends to
slash its overall force structure so
that the service can spend more
money on new weapon systems 
and personnel readiness. James
has said the Air Force wants to
use voluntary retirement mea-
sures to reduce the force, and will 
only use involuntary measures if
necessary.
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

MATT MILLHAM/Stars and Stripes

Pond Security Service, which provides security at U.S. Army installations in Germany, has posted help 
wanted signs in nearly all of its vehicles as it struggles to hire personnel amid uncertainty over its 
contract with the Army. The company is in negotiations for a six-month bridge contract. 
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 TOKYO — Japan must rein-
terpret its pacifist constitution  
to safeguard its citizens and pre-
serve regional peace, Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe told the nation 
during a televised  news confer-
ence Thursday night.

Abe said he wants to end the 
ban on  engaging in collective 
self-defense, following  recom-
mendations made in a govern-
ment committee report released 
earlier in the day.  

Reinterpreting the constitution 
would allow, for example, a Japa-
nese ship to defend a U.S. Navy 
ship under attack in international 
waters, something government 
officials say is illegal under the 
current interpretation.  

Even if the U.S. ship were 
carrying evacuated Japanese 
citizens, the Japan Self-Defense 
Forces could take no action under 
the current legal interpretation, 
Abe said.

“I and the government have the 
responsibility to protect the lives 
of [Japanese people],” Abe said. 
“Is it OK for us to not be able to do 
anything?”

Ending the ban   also would  allow 
Japan  to  shoot down a missile 

fired over  the country and toward 
the United States by North Korea, 
 and would allow Japan to rescue 
its aid workers abroad, according 
to the report recommendation.

According to Abe, the rein-
terpretation  can be achieved 
through Cabinet approval rather 
than an  amendment to the consti-
tution, which would require two-
thirds support of parliament and 
a public referendum.

Those opposed to the move cite 
Abe’s attempt to subvert the Jap-
anese law, as well as the lack of a 
clear threat requiring the change. 
Opponents also view the measure 
as opening the door to a full-
fledged military in the future.

“There are misconceptions 
that Japan will become a country 
that will fight wars, but there is 
no way,” Abe said. “The course 
of our country, which has been 
taken as a pacifist nation, will not 
change in the future.”

So far, Abe has faced resis-
tance, though quantifying the op-
position has proven difficult.

The Asahi Shimbun, a Japanese 
newspaper  that opposes Abe’s 
measure in its editorial pages, 
found that only 29 percent an-
swered yes when  asked whether 
Japan should lift the ban on col-
lective self-defense. 

The rival Yomiuri Shimbun, 

which is viewed as more conser-
vative, found nearly the opposite 
with slightly different wording. 
Sixty-three percent said they 
supported 
defending 
an ally, as-
suming it 
was “autho-
rized with 
the mini-
mum force 
necessary.” 
Another 8 
percent fa-
vored the 
measure 
uncondition-
ally. 

Abe also must convince skepti-
cal leaders of New Komeito, the 
minority partner in his govern-
ment, that the proposed changes 
won’t lead Japan on an unneces-
sary path to war. 

Opponents to Abe’s plans aren’t 
necessarily hostile to the U.S.-
Japan security alliance.

Kyoji Yanagisawa, chief direc-
tor of International Geopolitics 
Institute, a private think tank, 
said he doesn’t oppose U.S-Japan 
cooperation, but believes that 
 intelligence-sharing and logistics 
requests are sufficient.

Yanagisawa added that ending 
the collective self-defense ban 

could put Japan into a position  in 
which it must choose between its 
own interests and rejecting a U.S. 
request for aid.

Such a request “could shatter 
the U.S. alliance,” Yanagisawa 
said.

Officials favoring collective 
self-defense say that is unlikely. 
Japan and the U.S. have dis-
agreed in recent decades without 
disastrous consequences, though 
not on matters of direct combat.

Meanwhile, Abe’s supporters 
contend that North Korea’s con-
tinued development of nuclear 
weapons, coupled with China’s in-
creasingly assertive use of force 
in Asia-Pacific-region waters, 
show an alignment of interests.

“A challenge against the sta-
tus quo by force is something we 
have to avoid,” Shinichi Kitaoka, 
deputy chairman of the Advi-
sory Panel on Reconstruction 
of the Legal Basis for Security, 
told Stars and Stripes in April. 
“We cannot be indifferent in the 
situation in the South China Sea. 
Therefore, we must strengthen 
our cooperation.”

If the ban on collective self-
 defense ends, its exercise will 
come with conditions.

The panel’s recommendations 
include that a request for aid 
come from a close ally under at-

tack, and that the attack  would
represent  a grave threat to Ja-
pan’s security.

The prime minister and the na-
tional security council then would
 request the use of force and would
gain Diet approval.

Japan would “use force to the
minimum extent necessary,” ac-
cording to the report.

In emergency situations, the
panel recommended giving the
council power to take action and
to gain Diet approval afterward,
a measure  that could draw some
opposition.

Japan   also would be required
to gain approval from any other
nation where forces must transit
on the way to a conflict, accord-
ing to the recommendations.

Abe will try to gain approval 
by the end of the Diet session 
June 22, though some officials 
have stated that it may take lon-
ger . If approved in June, it  likely
would take until at least the end 
of this year to amend the self-
defense law and others, which
are legal precursors to collective
self-defense.

Japan’s constitution has never 
been amended in its 67 years of
existence.
slavin.erik@stripes.com
kusumoto.hana@stripes.com
Twitter:@eslavin_stripes

Abe pushes for Japan to aid allies in combat

Abe
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Climate warnings ignored with US elections looming
 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Congress, 
ignoring dire new warnings about climate 
change, continues to shy away from leg-
islation that might mitigate the effects of 
global warming, leaving President Barack 
Obama with limited tools to reduce green-
house gas emissions that are partly re-
sponsible for melting glaciers and rising 
sea levels.

The United States is the second-largest 
producer of carbon dioxide, the heat-trap-
ping gas that is a byproduct of burning 

coal, oil and natural gas. China is in first 
place. Curbing those emissions and switch-
ing to energy sources such as wind and 
solar will be expensive and harm the econ-
omy in some U.S. states, especially those 
that depend heavily on coal mining and oil 
extraction.

Given that reality and upcoming con-
gressional elections in November, lawmak-
ers — including some Democrats — are 
more reluctant than ever to tackle legisla-
tion that would put limits on emissions of 
carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping 
gasses.

Republicans have a good chance at taking 
the majority in the Senate, and Democrats 
are fighting most of their toughest races 
this year in conservative-leaning states 
that rely heavily on the energy industry, 
including Louisiana, Arkansas, Kentucky, 
West Virginia, Alaska and Montana.

Conservative groups already have spent 
millions of dollars accusing Democrats in 
those states of supporting energy policies 
that would impede local jobs and economic 
development.

Next month, the Obama administration 
is set to release new regulations on emis-

sions from coal-burning power plants. Op-
ponents of the move claim the president 
and Democrats have declared war on coal.

 But it is not just politics. Many Repub-
licans say they do not believe the science 
that shows man-made climate change as a 
major threat to civilization.

“I do not believe that human activity
is causing these dramatic changes to our
climate the way these scientists are por-
traying it,” Sen. Marco Rubio said over 
the weekend. He is a likely candidate for
the Republican presidential nomination in
2016. 

 BY JONATHAN LEMIRE
AND JENNIFER PELTZ

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — President 
Barack Obama praised the new 
Sept. 11 museum on Thursday 
as “a sacred place of healing and 
of hope” that captures both the 
story and the spirit of heroism 
and helpfulness that followed the 
attacks.

“It’s an honor to join in your 
memories, to recall and to re-
flect, but above all to reaffirm 
the true spirit of 9/11 — love, 
compassion, sacrifice — and to 
enshrine it forever in the heart of 
our nation,” he told an audience 
of victims’ relatives, survivors, 
rescuers and recovery workers at 
the ground zero museum’s dedi-
cation ceremony.

“Like the great wall and bed-
rock that embrace us today, 
nothing can ever break us. Noth-
ing can change who we are as 
Americans.”

After viewing some of the ex-
hibits, including a mangled fire 
truck and a memorial wall with 
photos of victims, the president 
touched on some of the many sto-
ries of courage amid the chaos: 
the passengers who stormed a 
hijacked plane’s cockpit over a 
Pennsylvania field and first re-
sponders who rushed into the 
burning twin towers. He also 
honored military members “who 
have served with honor in more 
than a decade of war.”

He focused especially on the 
story of Welles Crowther, a 24-
year-old World Trade Center 
worker and former volunteer 
firefighter who became known 
as “the man in the red bandan-
na” after he led other workers 
to safety from the trade center’s 
stricken south tower. He died in 
the tower’s collapse.

One of the red bandannas he 
made a habit of carrying is in the 
museum, and Crowther’s moth-
er, Alison, told the audience she 
hoped it would remind visitors 
“how people helped each other 
that day, and that they will be 
inspired to do the same in ways 
both big and small. This is the 
true legacy of Sept. 11.”

By her side was Ling Young, 
one of the people Welles Crowther 

rescued.
“It was very hard for me to 

come here today,” but she wanted 
to thank his parents, she said.

Before the ceremony, Obama 
walked quietly through an expan-
sive hall with former New York 
City Mayor Michael Bloomberg. 
First lady Michelle Obama, for-
mer President Bill Clinton and 
former Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton following behind 
them.

The museum, which commem-
orates the 2001 terrorist attack, 
as well as the 1993 World Trade 
Center bombing, opens to the 
public on May 21.

Reflections from dignitaries 
— including New York Gov. An-
drew Cuomo, New Jersey Gov. 
Chris Christie, current New York 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and former 
Mayor Rudy Giuliani — were in-
terspersed with the voices of ev-
eryday people caught up in Sept. 
11.

Retired Fire Department Lt. 
Mickey Cross described being 
trapped for hours in the wreck-
age of the north tower — and then 
joining the recovery effort after 
being rescued. “There was a real 
sense of caring for each other,” he 
said.

Ada Dolch, a school principal 

whose sister died at the trade 
center, recalled turning her grief 
into inspiration to open a school 
in Afghanistan. “What a kick in 
the head to Osama bin Laden!” 
she said.

Kayla Bergeron remembered 
walking down 68 flights of stairs 
in the north tower, amid confu-
sion and fear that there was no 
way out.

 Her final steps to safety were 
on an outdoor stairway, now in 
the museum as the “survivors’ 
stairs.”

“Today, when I think about 
those stairs, what they represent 
to me is resiliency,” she said.

By turns chilling and heart-
breaking, the ground zero muse-
um leads people on an unsettling
journey through the terrorist at-
tacks, with forays into their lead
up and legacy.

There are scenes of horror, in-
cluding videos of the skyscrapers 
collapsing and people falling from 
them. But there also are symbols
of heroism, ranging from dam-
aged fire trucks to the wristwatch
of one of the airline passengers 
who confronted the hijackers.

The museum and memorial
plaza above, which opened in
2011, were built for $700 million
in donations and tax dollars.

President Barack Obama speaks at 
the National September 11 Memorial 

Museum on Thursday in New York.
PHOTOS BY CAROLYN KASTER/AP

‘Nothing can ever break us’

9/11 museum 
dedicated at 
ground zero

President Barack Obama, first lady Michelle 
Obama, Michael Bloomberg, Hillary Cliton 
and Bill Clinton tour the Memorial Hall.

President Barack Obama and former New 
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg tour the 
destroyed Ladder 3 truck . 

A twisted piece of steel from the World 
Trade Center sits in Foundation Hall before 
the dedication ceremony at the  museum  .
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W.Va. teen 
beats state 
delegate in 
GOP primary

 BY REID WILSON

 The Washington Post

Saira Blair will graduate from 
a West Virginia high school later
this month. She posts photos
of her smoothie habit on Insta-
gram, volunteers at the Martins-
burg veterans hospital and helps
raise money for the Make-a-Wish 
Foundation. 
She will not be 
eligible to vote 
until July.

But on Tues-
day, she beat a 
sitting state 
delegate who 
was seeking a 
third term in 
office.

With all 13 
precincts in 
her Martinsburg area district
reporting, Blair beat state Del.
Larry Kump, a Republican, with 
872 votes to his 728.

Blair campaigned on an an-
tiabortion, pro-Second Amend-
ment platform, offering her 
cellphone number to constituents
and pledging not to go negative.
She spent about $4,800 on her
campaign, state finance records
show. (Kump, a former lobbyist, 
only spent $1,800 on his re-elec-
tion bid.)

“I think I’m fully capable of 
doing the job, and I don’t think
it’s rocket science by any means
— not if you just listen to the peo-
ple,” Blair told the Martinsburg
Herald-Mail this week.

She’s no stranger to politics, 
either: Blair’s father, Craig, is a
West Virginia state senator. And
despite being ineligible to vote for 
herself in the primary, she will be 
18 in two months, meaning she’ll 
be old enough to vote in Novem-
ber, and to serve when the legisla-
ture reconvenes next year.

Blair will face Democratic nom-
inee Layne Diehl in November,
and she’s the favorite: In the 2012
presidential election, Republican 
Mitt Romney took nearly two-
thirds of the vote in her district,
according to a breakdown by the 
liberal blog DailyKos. 

Mo. passes 
law on 3-day
wait period
on abortions

 BY JORDAN SHAPIRO

The Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — 
Missouri’s Republican-controlled 
Legislature gave final approval 
Wednesday to legislation requir-
ing a woman to wait three days 
after first seeing a doctor before 
having an abortion. Democrat-
ic Gov. Jay Nixon has not said 
whether he will sign or veto it.

The measure would triple 
Missouri’s current 24-hour wait-
ing period and put the state in 
line with Utah and South Dakota 
as the only states to mandate a 
72-hour time frame. Missouri 
currently has only one clinic per-
forming elective abortions.

The House voted 111-39 in 
favor of the measure Wednesday, 
sending it to Nixon, who has pre-
viously allowed other abortion 
restrictions to become law with-
out his signature. That included 
a measure last year that requires 
doctors to be in the room for the 
initial dose of a drug used in med-
ical abortions.

Nixon said Tuesday that he 
would review the extended wait-
ing period and act in a manner 
consistent with his other actions 

on abortion 
legislation.

Senators 
passed the 
waiting pe-
riod measure 
earlier this 
week after 
Democrats 
agreed to stop 
filibuster-
ing the bill 
in exchange 
for Repub-
licans drop-
ping other 
measures the 
Democrats 

opposed, related to union fees and 
photo identification requirements 
for elections.

Under both current law and the 
new legislation, Missouri’s abor-
tion waiting period doesn’t apply 
in instances deemed by a doctor 
to be a medical emergency. But 
women do have to wait in cases of 
rape and incest.

Supporters argue that women 
need more time to digest infor-
mation received by a doctor. In 
addition to the waiting period, 
Missouri’s current abortion law 
requires doctors to provide 
women with a variety of written 
information about the procedure, 
and they must be given the oppor-
tunity to hear the fetus’ heartbeat 
on an ultrasound.

“Life is precious. I want to 
make sure the unborn child has 
a chance to survive,” Sen. David 
Sater, a Republican pharmacist 
from rural southwest Missouri, 
said during debate on the legisla-
tion he sponsored.

Opponents said the longer wait-
ing period would push woman 
further into pregnancy before an 
abortion, which can increase risk. 

‘ Life is 
precious. 
I want to 
make sure 
the unborn 
child has a 
chance to 
survive. ’

Sen. David 
Sater

a Republican 
pharmacist 

 No new gay marriage 
licenses in Ark., for now 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Gay
couples in Arkansas will not be
able to get wedding licenses, even
though the state Supreme Court 
upheld a ruling that struck down 
the ban on same-sex marriage,
because a separate law that pre-
vents clerks issuing the licenses 
to same-sex couples is still on the
books.

In an unsigned order, the
justices refused to put the rul-
ing by Pulaski County Circuit
Judge Chris Piazza on hold. Even 
though they rejected the state’s
request to suspend the ruling,
their order will still prevent any
other same-sex couples from get-
ting marriage licenses in Arkan-
sas, at least for now. 
From The Associated Press  

Crews making gains on 
worst of San Diego fires

 BY ELLIOTT SPAGAT
AND JULIE WATSON

The Associated Press

SAN MARCOS, Calif. — Fire-
fighters gained ground overnight 
on a string of major San Diego 
area wildfires — except for one 
in the city of San Marcos where 
the 700-acre blaze burned out 
of control Thursday as another 
scorcher day dawned.

Nine fires in all were burning 
an area of more than 14 square 
miles amid a heat wave and dry 
conditions, said San Diego Coun-
ty officials, who warned also of 
poor air quality with black and 
gray smoke wafting over the re-
gion. The wildfires drove tens of 
thousands from their homes and 
shut down schools and amuse-
ment parks, including Legoland.

Firefighters contended with 
temperatures approaching 100 
degrees and gusty winds as they 
tried to contain flames fueled by 
brush and trees left brittle by 
drought.

Officials said a Carlsbad area 
blaze was 60 percent contained 
and had burned 400 acres. The 
wildfire destroyed an 18-unit 
condominium complex and four 
residences, Carlsbad Mayor Matt 
Hall said.

Some evacuation orders were 
being lifted in Carlsbad but a 

major power outage and hotspots 
were still a concern.

Efforts were focusing on San 
Marcos, a university city where 
hundreds of new evacuation orders 
were issued on Thursday. More 
than 20,000 evacuation notices 
were sent to residents Wednesday 
and a California State University 
campus with nearly 10,000 stu-
dents in the middle of final exams 
was shut down at least through 
Thursday. San Diego County of-
ficials said that the blaze had de-
stroyed three homes.

 The blaze in the coastal city of 
Carlsbad, about 30 miles north of 

San Diego, was the most destruc-
tive of the fires so far.

 Other areas in the county also 
flared up, though most calmed 
quickly, including two fires in 
the far north of the county near 
Camp Pendleton that together 
burned nearly 11 square miles 
and prompted evacuations that 
lasted just a few hours.

Gov. Jerry Brown declared a 
state of emergency for San Diego 
County, which would free up spe-
cial resources and funding for the 
firefight, and state fire officials 
were creating a central command 
center for the blazes. 

HAYNE PALMOUR IV, U-T SAN DIEGO/AP

Inmates from Oak Glen Fire Camp in Riverside retreat to higher ground as the flames start to move 
close while they work to control the fire near Oriole Court in Carlsbad, Calif., on Wednesday .  

AP

A Carlsbad, Calif., police officer turns traffic away as flames leap 
behind him on Wednesday  .

 Blair 
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 BY MICHAEL RUBINKAM

The Associated Press

An Iowa woman jokingly calls 
it “Satan’s handiwork.” A Califor-
nia mom says she’s broken down 
in tears. A Pennsylvania parent 
says it “makes my blood boil.”

What could be so horrible? 
Grade-school math.

As schools around the U.S. im-
plement national Common Core 
learning standards, parents try-
ing to help their kids with math 
homework say that adding, sub-
tracting, multiplying and divid-
ing ha ve become as complicated 
as calculus.

They’re stumped by unfamiliar 
terms like “rectangular array” 
and “area model.” They wrestle 
with division that requires the 
use of squares, slashes and dots. 
They rage over impenetrable 
word problems.

Stacey Jacobson-Francis, 41, of 
Berkeley, Calif ., said her daugh-
ter’s homework requires her to 
know four different ways to add.

“That is way too much to ask 
of a first-grader,” she said. “She 
can’t remember them all, and I 
don’t know them all, so we just do 
the best that we can.”

Simple arithmetic isn’t so sim-
ple anymore, leading to plenty of 
angst at home. 

Even celebrities aren’t im-
mune: The comedian Louis C.K. 
took to Twitter recently to vent 
about his kids’ convoluted home-
work, writing that his daughters 
went from loving math to crying 
about it.

Adopted by 44 states, the Com-
mon Core is a set of English and 
math standards that spell out 
what students should know and 
when. The standards for elemen-
tary math emphasize that kids 
should not only be able to solve 
arithmetic problems using the 
tried-and-true methods their par-
ents learned, but understand how 
numbers relate to each other.

“Part of what we are trying to 
teach children is to become prob-
lem solvers and thinkers,” said 
Diane Briars, president of the 
National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics. “We want students 
to understand what they’re doing, 
not just get the right answer.”

That’s a radically different ap-
proach than many parents are ac-
customed to.

Jennie Barnds, 40, of Daven-
port, Iowa, was puzzled by her 
fourth-grade daughter’s long-
 division homework, a foreign 
amalgam of boxes, slashes and 
dots with nary a quotient or divi-
dend in sight.

“If we are sitting there for 20 
minutes trying to do a simple 

problem, how is an 8-, 9-, 10-year-
old supposed to figure it out?” she
said. 

“It’s incredibly frustrating for
the student and the parent.”

Whether Common Core itself
is responsible for the homework
headaches is a contentious issue.

Some experts say Common
Core promotes reform math, a
teaching method that gained cur-
rency in the 1990s. Derided as 
“fuzzy” math by critics, reform
math says kids should explore
and understand concepts like
place value before they become 
fluent in the standard way of
doing arithmetic. 

Critics say it fails to stress 
basic computational skills, leav-
ing students unprepared for high-
er math. 
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Unfamiliar terms
in math homework

 Under Common Core, 
parents are likely to see 
some unfamiliar terms on 
their children’s elementa-
ry-school math homework. 
Here are some examples 
drawn from New York 
state’s math curriculum:

� Grade 2 addition.
Solve using your place 

value chart and number 
disks, composing a 10 when 
necessary: 53+19

� Grade 2 subtraction.
Craig checked out 28 

books at the library. He 
read and returned some 
books. He still has 19 books 
checked out. How many 
books did Craig return? 
Draw a tape diagram or 
number bond to solve.

� Grade 4 multiplication.
Represent the follow-

ing expressions with disks, 
regrouping as necessary, 
writing a matching expres-
sion, and recording the 
partial products vertically: 
3x24.

� Grade 4 word problem.
Cindy says she found a 

shortcut for doing multipli-
cation problems. When she 
multiplies 3x24, she says, 
“3x4 is 12 ones, or 1 ten and 
2 ones. Then there’s just 2 
tens left in 24, so add it up 
and you get 3 tens and 2 
ones.” Do you think Cindy’s 
shortcut works? Explain 
your thinking in words 
and justify your response 
using a model or partial 
products. 
From The Associated Press

 BY MANUEL VALDES

The Associated Press

SEATTLE  — They’ve crowd-
ed into stuffy rallies at a Seattle 
union hall, protested in front of 
fast-food restaurants, marched 
down city streets and implored 
city leaders to demand an im-
mediate $15-an-hour minimum 
wage increase for all employees.

“We’re not patient!” a man 
shouted at a union hall rally, and 
the crowd cheered.

While the Seattle mayor is pro-
posing to raise the wage to $15 in 
the coming years — the highest 
level in the nation — some activ-
ists say that’s too slow and are 
threatening to take the issue to 
voters with a ballot measure that 
would force a raise sooner.

Accounting for inflation, “even 
in 10 years’ time, workers still 
won’t be at 15,” said Kshama 
Sawant, the socialist City Council 

member and a leader of the group 
15 Now.

As the plan is being debated 
by the council, businesses are 
sounding the alarm that raising 
the wage too quickly could hurt 
their revenue and force them to 
either hire fewer workers or let 
go more of their employees.

Popular restaurateurs have 
emphatically argued for counting 
tips in total compensation.

Minority chambers of com-
merce have banded together to 
argue that a quick increase to 
$15 would kill their family-run 

businesses. Who is going to hire 
immigrants learning English for 
$15  per hour? they ask

OneSeattle, a group made 
up of small and medium-size 
employers with the backing of 
large business organizations 
like the Washington Restaurant 
 Association, says they support a 
wage increase, but with some key 
caveats.

They want a phase-in and a 
temporary training wage. They 
also want health care, commis-
sions, tips and bonuses to be 
counted in total wages. 

Common Core 
math stirs ire 
among parents

 BY JESSE J. HOLLAND 
AND KIMBERLY HEFLING

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Segrega-
tion is making a comeback in U.S. 
schools.

Progress toward integrated 
classrooms  largely has been 
rolled back since the Supreme 
Court issued its landmark Brown 
v. Topeka Board of Education de-
cision 60 years ago, according to 
a report released Thursday by 
the Civil Rights Project at UCLA. 
Blacks are now seeing more 
school segregation than they have 
in decades, and more than half of 
Latino students are now attending 
schools that are majority Latino.

In New York, California and 
Texas, more than half of Latino 
students are enrolled in schools 
that are 90 percent minority or 
more, the report found. In New 
York, Illinois, Maryland and 
Michigan, more than half of black 
students attend schools where 90 
percent or more are minority.

Project co-director Gary Or-
field, author of the “Brown at 60” 
report, said the changes are trou-
bling because they show some 
minority students receive poorer 
educations than white students 
and Asian students, who tend to 
be in middle-class schools. The 
report urged, among other things, 
deeper research into housing seg-
regation, which is a “fundamental 
cause of separate-and-unequal 
schooling.”

Although segregation is more 
prevalent in central cities of the 
largest metropolitan areas, it’s 
also in the suburbs. “Neighbor-
hood schools, when we go back 

to them, as we have, produce 
 middle-class schools for whites 
and Asians and segregated, high-
poverty schools for blacks and 
Latinos,” Orfield said.

Housing discrimination — stop-
ping or discouraging minorities 
from moving to majority-white 
areas — also plays a role in school 
segregation and “that’s been a 
harder nut to crack,” said Sherri-
lyn Ifill, president of the NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund, which ar-
gued the Brown case in front of 
the Supreme Court.

School performance can be en-
twined with poverty, too.

“These are the schools that 
tend to have fewer resources, 
tend to have teachers with less ex-
perience, tend to have people who 
are teaching outside their area of 
specialty, and it also denies the 
opportunities, the contacts and 
the networking that occur when 
you’re with people from differ-
ent socio economic backgrounds,” 
said Dennis Parker, director of 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union Racial Justice Program. 

Segregation in schools making 
comeback 60 years after Brown

ELAINE THOMPSON/AP

 Seattle City Council member Kshama Sawant, right, waits as 
Stephanie Sucasaca  interpret s Sawant’s remarks into Spanish at a 
 rally May 1  in Seattle.  

Seattle aims 
to lead US 
to minimum 
wage of $15
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SOMA, Turkey  — Women sang 
improvised ballads about the de-
parted over freshly dug graves 
Thursday, even as backhoes carved 
row upon row of graves into the 
dirt and hearses lined up outside 
the cemetery with more victims of 
Turkey’s mining disaster.

Rescue teams recovered anoth-
er eight victims, raising the death 
toll to 282, with some 142 people 
still unaccounted for, according 
to government figures. The disas-
ter Tuesday has set off protests 
around Turkey and thrown Prime 
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
presidential ambitions off stride. 
Blackening his reputation further, 
one of Erdogan’s aides was ac-
cused of kicking a protester .

At a graveyard in the western 
town of Soma, where coal mining 

has been the main industry for 
decades, women wailed loudly in 
an improvised display of mourn-
ing. They swayed and sang songs 
about their relatives as the bodies 
were taken from coffins and low-
ered into their graves. Pictures of 
the lost relatives were pinned onto 
their clothing.

“The love of my life is gone,” 
some sang, chanting the names of 
dead miners.

No miner has been brought out 
alive since dawn Wednesday from 
the Soma coal mine where the ex-
plosion and fire took place. Many 
mourners said they spent their 
whole lives fearing something like 
this.

“The wives of the miners kiss 
their husbands in the morning,” 
said Gulizar Donmez, 45, the 
daughter and wife of a miner and 
neighbor of one of the victims. 

“When they come back, even if 
they are five minutes late, every-
one starts calling. You never know 
what is going to happen.”

Energy Minister Taner Yildiz 
on Thursday announced that a fire 
inside the mine was dying down, 
offering hope that rescuers would 
soon be able to speed up their 
search for those missing.

Erdogan  was not welcome dur-
ing his visit to the area Wednesday. 
He was forced to take refuge at a 
supermarket after angry crowds 
called him a murderer and a thief, 
in a reference to alleged corrup-
tion, and clashed with police.

Turkish newspapers  on Thurs-
day printed photographs they said 
were of an Erdogan aide kicking a 
protester who was on the ground 
and being held by special forces 
police. The papers identified the 
aide as Yusuf Yerkel. 

 The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine  — The Ukrai-
nian army destroyed two military 
bases of pro-Russia insurgents in 
overnight operations, the coun-
try’s acting president said Thurs-
day, as the government returned 
to the offensive a day after the 
start of European-brokered talks 
which have yet to draw in the 
warring sides.

Acting President Oleksandr 
Turchynov told lawmakers that 
government forces attacked an in-
surgent base in the city of Slovy-
ansk and another one in nearby 
Kramatorsk, about 95 miles west 
of the Russian border.

Ukraine’s defense ministry 
said there were no casualties, 
while the army took three insur-
gents captive, including one who 
was armed with a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade launcher.

Associated Press journalists 
in Slovyansk heard bursts of au-
tomatic gunfire overnight, but 
details of Turchynov’s statement 
couldn’t be independently con-
firmed. The situation was quiet 
during the day Thursday, and 
there has been no comment from 
the insurgents to the claims made 
by Turchynov.

Turchynov didn’t describe the 
insurgents’ bases or give any 
further details. Both govern-
ment troops and insurgents have 
checkpoints around Slovyansk 
and Kramatorsk.

Some previous Ukrainian 
claims of successful operations 
have proved to be exaggerated.

Insurgents, who have seized 
government buildings across 
eastern Ukraine and fought the 
Ukrainian military, declared 
two eastern regions independent 
following Sunday’s referendum, 
which was dismissed as a sham 
by the Ukrainian government 

and the West.
The Organization for Security

and Cooperation in Europe, a
trans-Atlantic security group, put
forward a “road map” calling for
national dialogue as a first step 
toward resolving the escalating
tensions. The first round of talks
in Kiev produced no visible result
as the government has confirmed
its refusal to sit down with repre-
sentatives of the insurgents.

In the east of Ukraine, insur-
gents said they hadn’t been in-
vited to the Kiev round table and 
said that talks should be held in 
Donetsk. One of the leaders of the
insurgency, Denis Pushilin, said
it should focus on prisoners ex-
change and the pullout of the gov-
ernment forces, whom he called 
“occupation troops.”

The next session of the talks
is expected on Saturday, but the
government hasn’t made any spe-
cific commitments.

In Moscow, Russian For-
eign Ministry spokesman Al-
exander Lukashevich what he 
called a “stubborn reluctance
of the authorities in Kiev to
launch a real process of national 
reconciliation.”

 Meanwhile,  Russia has ratch-
eted up pressure on Ukraine,
with President Vladimir Putin
saying in a letter released Thurs-
day that it will deliver gas to its
struggling neighbor next month 
only if it pays in advance.

Putin first warned of the move 
in April in a letter to European
leaders whose nations are cus-
tomers of Russian state-con-
trolled Gazprom natural gas
giant. He said that Moscow would
switch to pre-paid deliveries if
Ukraine, which serves as a major
conduit for Russian gas supplies
to Europe, failed to start settling
its mounting gas debt. 

 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Freeing 
276 Nigerian girls from the ter-
rorist group Boko Haram is now 
one of the U.S. government’s top 
priorities, U.S. officials declared 
Thursday, issuing warnings about 
the militant group’s expanding 
reach and growing capacity for 
more sophisticated and deadlier 
terrorist attacks.

At the same time, the officials 
lamented limitations on U.S. co-
operation and intelligence shar-
ing with the Nigerian military 
due to human rights concerns 
and legal restrictions. They also 
expressed concern about the 
Nigerian government’s commit-
ment and army’s ability to com-
bat the group.

Robert Jackson, a State De-
partment specialist on Africa, 
said that Boko Haram “has no re-

gard for human life.” He said the 
Obama administration was boost-
ing Nigeria’s intelligence and law 
enforcement capabilities, while 
seeking global sanctions on Boko 
Haram at the United Nations.

The girls’ abduction last month 
from a school in the remote Ni-
gerian town of Chibok triggered 
global outrage. The extremist Is-
lamist militants have threatened 
to sell the girls into slavery.

“Resolving this crisis is now 
one of the highest priorities of the 
U.S. government,” Jackson told 
a Senate Foreign Relations sub-
committee. Boko Haram, he said, 
“has been killing innocent people 
in Nigeria for some time, and the 
attack at Chibok is part of that 
long, terrible trend.” The group 
has killed more than 1,000 people 
this year in attacks on schools, 
churches and mosques and now 

poses a growing threat to neigh-
boring Cameroon, he added.

Testifying alongside Jack-
son, Alice Friend, the Defense 
Department’s principal director
for Africa, said Boko Haram was
becoming more dangerous by the 
day.

The group has proven it is “ca-
pable of directly and successfully
engaging Nigeria’s armed forc-
es,” she said.

“In general, Nigeria has failed
to mount an effective campaign 
against Boko Haram,” Friend 
told the panel. 

Pressed by Sen. Jeff Flake, R-
Ariz., Friend acknowledged that
U.S. assistance was being ham-
pered by American restrictions 
on providing any military aid or
training to security units even 
suspected of gross human rights
violations. 

 The Associated Press

HANOI, Vietnam  — A 
1,000-strong mob stormed a 
Taiwanese steel mill in Viet-
nam and hunted down Chinese 
workers, killing one, attacking 
scores more and then setting 
the complex alight, Taiwanese 
and Vietnamese authorities 
said Thursday, further inflam-
ing tensions between Hanoi 
and Beijing as they square off 
against each other in the dis-
puted South China Sea.

It was the first deadly inci-
dent in a wave of anti-China 
protests triggered by Beijing’s 
deployment of an oil rig in the 
long-disputed seas on May 1. 
Vietnam is angrily demanding 
that China remove the rig and 
has sent ships to confront it 
and a flotilla of  escort ships .

Taiwanese companies, many 

of which employ Chinese na-
tionals, have borne the brunt 
of the protests and violence, 
which is posing a challenge to 
the authoritarian government, 
which prides itself on main-
taining peace and security. 
Prime Minister Nguyen Tan 
Dung said peaceful protests 
over the last few days were 
“legitimate,” but that anyone 
involved in violence should be 
punished severely.

Nervous Chinese expatriates 
were fleeing by land and air. 
Cambodian immigration po-
lice said 600 Chinese crossed 
into Cambodia over the land 
border in southern Vietnam 
on Wednesday and that others 
were arriving Thursday. 

In Beijing, Foreign Minis-
try spokeswoman Hua Chu-
nying said China was “greatly 
shocked and concerned.” 

US: Freeing captive girls top priorityChinese workers attacked

2 insurgent bases
are destroyed by
Ukrainian army

Turkey mine blast toll rises

DEPO PHOTOS/AP

 A person identified by Turkish media as Yusuf Yerkel, an adviser to Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, kicks a protester held by special forces police members during Erdogan’s visit to Soma, 
Turkey, on Wednesday after a mining accident. 
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FAITH

  BY PEGGY SENZARINO

The (Mason City, Iowa)
Globe Gazette

MASON CITY, Iowa — Pas-
tor Jani Dahlin, of Praise Com-
munity Church in Mason City, 
spends an hour each week bring-
ing spiritual healing and hope for 
the future to female inmates at 
the Cerro Gordo County Jail.

Dahlin’s jail ministry started in 
late August  when she went to the 
jail to visit a former parishioner. 
When she arrived, the inmate 
said another woman incarcerated 
at the jail also wanted a visit.

She visited with both women 
individually, giving them each a 
Bible.

“They were very happy to get 
it. They were already doing Bible 
study together,” Dahlin told the 
Globe Gazette .

She expected to go back in 
about a month because her initial 
contact was scheduled to be in jail 
for six months.

“But she sent me a letter right 
away thanking me. She gave me 
a list of four other ladies who 
wanted me to come visit,” Dahlin 
said.

“I just thought, I guess I’m 
going back sooner than I thought. 
And so I went back and saw them 

again and saw a couple other la-
dies and every time I’d see some-
one I’d leave a Bible for them.”

Her visits continued that way 
until December when her initial 
contact was due to be released. 
She decided to ask Jail Adminis-
trator Shad Stoeffler if she could 
hold an hourlong Bible study for 
women every Monday afternoon. 
He agreed.

The Bible study is different 
than her individual meetings 
with the inmates. Previously, she 
talked with the women on the 
telephone behind a glass parti-
tion. Now she is in the same room 
with them.

The number of women attend-
ing the Bible study fluctuates 
from five or six to a high of 11.

“I felt like it was a great oppor-
tunity to bring encouragement 
and just affirm their value as 
people,” Dahlin said. 

“Even though they’ve gotten 
into a hard place in life, there is 
hope for them and so it’s just ex-
citing to be able to come in and 
be a voice for hope in their lives. 
They really soak it up.

“It’s been a really neat oppor-
tunity. I was definitely kind of 
intimidated when Shad first said 
I could go every week and be in 
this room with a bunch of ladies I 
don’t know, who don’t know me.”

Stoeffler said the program is 
important in helping the inmates 
keep positive thoughts. He also 
said the role of the program in 
stemming bad behavior in the jail 
shouldn’t be underestimated.

Each session starts with the 
women introducing themselves 
and talking about how they are 
doing. Dahlin introduces the 
week’s Bible passage. The women 
take turns reading passages. 

The program ends with ques-

tions, comments, prayer requests 
and finally, prayer. “It goes pretty 
fast,” Dahlin said.

What does the program mean 
to her?

“For me, the word that comes 
to my mind is privilege,” Dahlin 
said. “To me it’s a privilege to be 
able to go and speak into the lives 
of people that are at a very diffi-
cult place. I try to imagine what it 
would be like to be in their shoes. 
I just can’t really imagine at least 
from my perspective. 

“Unfortunately for them, it’s not 
hard for them to imagine and it’s 
one of the reasons they’re there.

“They just have not known the 
potential of what their life could 
be. It makes them vulnerable to 
fall into things that are destruc-
tive for their life.”

Dahlin said the jail setting 
strips away all of the distractions 
of the outside world and it enables 
the inmates to see the things that 
are really important.

“I see myself as being able to 
help them to kind of get focused 
on those important things, the 
value of their life and the poten-
tial of it,” she said. “Of course, to 
me, God is the one that gives that 
value and so just trying to help 
them to focus and to see that and 
to know that even they are in low 
position in this world the sky is 

the limit.
“God can give them the

strength and the value and the 
love and the things that they need
in order to move toward that po-
tential, and so that’s why I say it
just feels like a privilege to me to
be able to speak that encourage-
ment in their life,” Dahlin said. 
“It is very rewarding.”

She said the women seem open
to the teachings.

“When you get to the bottom 
or close to it, you’re ready to
grab onto something that can re-
ally help you to get back out of
that pit,” she said. “That’s what I
would hope it would accomplish.”

Dahlin and her husband, Pas-
tor Jeff Dahlin, are the parents of 
six children ranging in age from
6 to 18. She is pastor of disciple-
ship for children and adults. Jeff
Dahlin is lead pastor at Praise
Community Church.

Dahlin said she was heartened
by a letter she received from one 
member of the Bible study group.

“For some of us out here you
are all we really have who gives
us any kind of support or shows
faith in us, that we’re not just
worthless criminals,” the letter
reads. “We are people who have 
made some mistakes in our life 
that we can bounce back from.” 

AARON THOMAS, THE (MASON CITY, IOWA) GLOBE GAZETTE/AP 

 Pastor Jani Dahlin, of Praise Community Church in Mason City, Iowa, ministers to female inmates at the Cerro Gordo County Jail in  April. Dahlin’s jail ministry started when she 
went to the jail to visit a former parishioner.  

Pastor helps female inmates feed faith
‘ Even though they’ve gotten into a hard 
place in life, there is hope for them and so 
it’s just exciting to be able to come in and 
be a voice for hope in their lives. ’

Pastor Jani Dahlin
Praise Community Church

Bible study started with a visit to a former parishioner, has blossomed into a weekly event
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 BY CHRIS TALBOTT

The Associated Press

As Miley Cyrus’ godmother, Dolly 
Parton has spent a lot of time 
answering reporters’ questions 
about the Hannah Montana ac-

tress turned pop ingenue as Parton pro-
motes her new album, “Blue Smoke,” in 
the U.S. out this week.

Though she says she worries about 
Cyrus as if she were her own child, she 
supports the sometimes shocking deci-
sions her goddaughter has made as she 
moved from child star to a confident — 
and complicated — young woman.

“I’ll never say anything bad about Miley 
’cause I know she’s smart,” Parton said. 
“And I know she’s talented. And I know 
she’s had to go to drastic measures to try 
to make her point: ‘Leave me alone. I am 
not Hannah Montana anymore. I want to 
grow up.’ ”

The 68-year-old Country Music Hall 
of Fame member compared Cyrus criti-
cisms to those who chided her when she 
first came on the scene — a buxom teen 

with a confident sense of self and style that 
drew frowns and tsk-tsks from those who 
expected her to be demure and chaste.

“But I never let that stop me from being 
the business girl that I was,” Parton said. 
“I knew my songs were good even if I had 
been ugly as sin. I felt like I could sing, 
even if I had been ugly as sin. So I thought, 
‘Well, I would have probably chose to look 
this way even if I had been a waitress.’ I 
mean, this is my look. I mean, I like a lot 

of makeup. I like a lot of hair. I like flashy 
clothes. I like to show it off. But that’s just 
who I am.”

Though she never changed her image, 
Parton managed to get folks to pay atten-
tion to her music and skills as an enter-
tainer and businesswoman, and not so 
much to her wardrobe and makeup.

“Blue Smoke” is her first album in three 
years. She wrote many of the songs on the 
album, sings duets with Willie Nelson and 
Kenny Rogers and takes a trip into un-
likely territory on covers of Bob Dylan’s 
“Don’t Think Twice” and Bon Jovi’s “Lay 
Your Hands on Me,” which she gives a 
Sunday-morning flavor. She recently an-
nounced hundreds of millions of dollars 
in business investments and will tour the 
world this year.

“And I am not finished yet,” Parton said. 
“I still have a lot of other business things 
I want to do. I just think it’s the love of it. I 
just really try to keep my creative hat on. 
I just love to write, I love to think. I love 
the business end of things. I love to work. 
Energy begets energy. And dreams beget 
dreams. So I just keep on keeping on.” 

Friday, May 16, 2014

FACES
 Woman: Bieber stole phone  

Los Angeles police detectives are in-
vestigating allegations from a woman
who claims Justin Bieber took her cell-
phone at a miniature golf course.

“He has been accused of attempted
robbery,” Officer Rosario Herrera told
the Los Angeles Times, adding detec-
tives have not talked to the pop star yet.

The woman said Bieber allegedly
grabbed the phone because he thought
she was taking pictures of him at the
San Fernando Valley course, the police 
official said. Bieber was not accused of
keeping the phone. The woman told of-
ficers the incident took place Monday
around 10:30 p.m. in the Los Angeles Po-
lice Department’s Devonshire Division.

CW adds 2 new shows 
 The CW television network is bringing

the comic book hero “The Flash” onto 
its fantasy-laden schedule, along with a
soap opera about a virgin who is artifi-
cially inseminated by accident.

The series about a superhero who 
moves about with lightning speed will
air Tuesday nights, one of only two new 
series the CW is introducing in the fall.

The other, “Jane the Virgin,” is a tele-
novela adaptation about a young woman
obsessed with telenovelas whose life 
takes on some theatrical complications. 
Through a doctor’s mistake, she’s insem-
inated with a specimen from a playboy 
donor.

CW President Mark Pedowitz also 
said Thursday he’s trying again to make 
a “Supernatural” spinoff. 

 Other news
�  The hotel where someone record-

ed security video appearing to show
Beyonce’s sister, Solange Knowles, at-
tacking Jay Z inside an elevator said
Wednesday it had identified and fired
the person. The Standard Hotel said
the person had been terminated for
“breaching the security policies of the 
hotel and recording the confidential 
CCTV video.” 

�  The Oprah Winfrey Network says
it plans to produce a documentary se-
ries following the life of Michael Sam, 
the first openly gay player drafted by an
NFL team.  The series will take an up-
close look at the man recently drafted by
the St. Louis Rams in a groundbreaking
moment in professional sports. Camer-
as will follow the former University of 
Missouri football player as he works to 
earn a spot on the Rams while under a
media microscope .

� Casey Kasem was located in Wash-
ington state Thursday, three days after 
a Los Angeles judge expressed concerns
about the ailing radio host’s where-
abouts and safety.

�  Emma Watson, 24, star of the
 Harry Potter series of films,  is graduat-
ing from Brown University  this month
with a degree in English literature.

�  The stewards of the James Bond 
franchise will use their talent for in-
trigue to produce a movie based on re-
porter Glenn Greenwald’s book about
Edward Snowden’s leak of top-secret
U.S. surveillance documents. Sony Pic-
tures said Wednesday that EON Pro-
ductions’ Michael Wilson and Barbara 
Broccoli will produce the film based on
“No Place to Hide: Edward Snowden,
the NSA and the U.S. Surveillance
State.”

�   A “Breaking Bad” spinoff on Wal-
ter White’s shady attorney, “Better Call
Saul,” will be filmed in Albuquerque, 
the New Mexico Film Office announced
Wednesday. In a statement, officials 
said that the TV series will be shot at Al-
buquerque Studios — which was home 
to the six-year run of “Breaking Bad.”    
From wire reports

CHARLES SYKES, INVISION/AP

Dolly Parton performed on  the “Today” show on Tuesday . She released her first album in three years,  “Blue Smoke,” in the U.S. 
this week. It features duets with Willie Nelson and Kenny Rogers and covers of Bob Dylan’s “Don’t Think Twice” and Bon Jovi’s 
“Lay Your Hands on Me.” She is also pop star Miley Cyrus’ godmother. 

Parton talks album, Miley Cyrus and remaining true to yourself 

 From wire reports

 “Two and a Half Men,” once the highest-
rated TV comedy in the U.S., is ending its 
run with a 12th and final season .

The show, which starred Charlie Sheen 
until he was replaced by Ashton Kutcher 
in 2011, will retain its slot on Thursdays at 
9 p.m. EDT, the network said Wednesday 
in a statement. 

Series creator Chuck Lorre “will be cre-
ating a season-long event to send it off,” 

said Nina Tassler, head of entertainment 
for the network. 

Tassler said she does not know whether 
bringing Sheen’s character back from the 
dead will be part of the sendoff. 

 Though “Two and a Half Men,” which 
also stars Jon Cryer, continued to appear 
regularly among the top 25 programs in 
the ratings after the transition to Kutcher, 
it had been surpassed by CBS hits like 
“The Big Bang Theory.”  

‘ [T]his is my look. I 
mean, I like a lot of 
makeup. I like a lot 
of hair. I like fl ashy 
clothes. I like to show 
it off. But that’s just 
who I am.  ’

Dynamic

CBS/AP

  Ashton Kutcher, left, and Jon Cryer  will 
say farewell to their characters when 
 “Two and a Half Men” comes to an end .  

Sitcom to end after 12 seasons

DollyDolly
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WORLD

 BY SINAN SALAHEDDIN

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A car bomb and a 
suicide bomber struck on Thursday in 
a bustling area in downtown Baghdad, 
killing at least 11 people and wounding 
33, officials said.

The first explosion was from an ex-
plosives-laden car left in a parking lot 
in Karrada, a busy commercial area 
where several government offices are 
also located, as well as courts and a 
hospital.

Four civilians and three policemen 
were killed in that attack, and 21 people 
were wounded, a police officer said.

A few minutes later, a suicide bomber 
with an explosives belt blew himself up 
at the main gate of an office affiliated 
with the Higher Education Ministry, 
killing two policemen and two civilians, 

the police officer said. Twelve other 
people were wounded in that blast.

A medical official confirmed the  ca-
sualty figures. Both officials spoke on 
condition of anonymity because they 
were not authorized to talk to media.

Ambulances rushed to the scene, 
which was quickly sealed off by secu-
rity forces as black smoke billowed into 
the sky. 

A military helicopter hovered over-
head and shop owners cleaned shat-
tered glass from their stores.

Since last year, Iraq has been seeing 
the worst level of violence since the na-
tion emerged from Shiite-Sunni blood-
letting in 2008. 

The U.N. says 8,868 people were 
killed in 2013, and more than 1,400 peo-
ple were killed in January and Febru-
ary of this year.

No one immediately claimed respon-
sibility for Thursday’s attack, which 
came two days after a series of car 
bombings rocked the capital and killed 
at least 34 people — the bloodiest day 
in Iraq since April 28, when militant 
strikes on polling stations and other 
targets killed 46. 

An al-Qaida spin-off group known as 
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant 
claimed responsibility for the attacks.

The latest attacks come nearly two 
weeks after Iraqis cast ballots in the 
country’s first parliamentary election 
since the U.S. military withdrawal in 
2011. 

No preliminary results have been re-
leased, deepening a sense of uncertain-
ty in a country strained by a resurgence 
of violence. 

11 killed in 2 bombings in Iraq  Activists: 29 killed in northern Syria 
 BEIRUT — An explosion near a border crossing 

between Syria and Turkey killed as many as 29 peo-
ple and wounded many others Thursday, an activist
group monitoring the Syrian civil war said.

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights said the explosion occurred at a garage near
the Bab al-Salameh border crossing in the northern
Syrian province of Aleppo. The garage is used by 
passengers who come to or leave the crossing point,
said Rami Abdurrahman, the Observatory’s chief.

Abdurrahman said it was not immediately clear 
if a suicide bomber caused the blast. He said those
wounded were being treated in Turkish and Syr-
ian hospitals. He said the dead included at least five 
women and three children.

The Local Coordination Committees, another ac-
tivist group, said a car bomb at the border crossing 
killed and wounded “many” people.

In Turkey, a government official said 48 wounded
Syrians were brought across the border for treat-
ment and that 13 of them had died. Thirty-five of
them were being treated in various hospitals near
the Turkish-Syrian border, said the official, who
spoke on condition of anonymity .
 From The Associated Press
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From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

$10K
The amount of cash a boy found in a
Kansas City, Mo., hotel room, stacked 
in a drawer, before turning it over to
two off-duty police officers working se-
curity at the hotel in May last year. A 
year later, the money is still unclaimed
but the boy, Tyler Schaefer, won’t see 
any of it because of a Missouri law writ-
ten in 1939. In order to stake claim to 
it, he would have had to file an affidavit 
with a state court judge within 10 days
of finding it; physically posted a list de-
scribing the money on the courthouse 
door and at four other public places;
and taken out newspaper ads for three
consecutive weeks. The boy deserves
the money, Police Capt. Tye Grant said. 
“We wish the law allowed us to give it 
back to him,” he said.

 Booze buyers cross
border for low prices

ID STATE LINE  — The 
State Line Liquor Store 

is just across the border in Idaho, 
and has become a major des-
tination for booze buyers from 
Washington.

The store opened a few months 
after Washington voters passed 
Initiative 1183, which two years 
ago privatized liquor sales in 
Washington.

KXLY-TV of Spokane reported 
that since then, officials in Koote-
nai County, Idaho, have seen an 
increase of $7 million in liquor 
sales each year.

The Idaho State Liquor Divi-
sion says Kootenai County had 
the highest growth in the state.

The prices keep customers 
coming back. A price check for a 
fifth of Black Velvet on either side 
of the border, showed it costs $10 
in Idaho and $16 in Washington.

School official resigns 
after ‘chubby’ remark

NY MAHOPAC — A New 
York school board pres-

ident who described a PTA par-
ent as “chubby wubby” during a 
public meeting has resigned.

The Journal News said Ray 
Cote’s resignation was announced 
at a Mahopac Board of Education 
meeting Tuesday night.

The school district’s attorney 
says Cote also withdrew his can-
didacy for re-election.

Cote issued an apology. He 
called his words “inappropriate” 
and said they “do not reflect my 
feelings or attitudes.”

 Cote is a member of a diversity 
and sensitivity initiative created 
following racist tweets posted by 
some Mahopac students during a 
basketball game. 

Couple report finding 
pot in their burgers

IA OTTUMWA — Police 
are investigating an Iowa 

couple’s report that they found 
marijuana among the layers on 
their double cheeseburgers.

The couple told police they 
bought the burgers at the Mc-
Donald’s drive-thru on Richmond 
Street in Ottumwa on April 26. 
Ottumwa police Lt. Jason Bell 
said they reported that, after tak-
ing at least a bite each, they no-
ticed plant material that smelled 
and looked like pot.

The two told the restaurant 
management about what they 
found and then contacted Ot-
tumwa police. A sample of the 
substance was sent to the Iowa 
Division of Criminal Investiga-
tion for testing. No arrests have 
been reported.

Restaurant managers have de-
clined to comment.

 Man charged after 
crashing into TV station 

MD TOWSON —  A man 
accused of slamming 

a stolen truck into a television 
station was charged Wednesday 
with second-degree attempted 
murder, and his father said he had 
recently become prone to violent 
outbursts.

THE CENSUS

“He’d be screaming ‘Oh, boy! 
Oh, boy!’ and sometimes he would 
punch the walls,” Jean-Claudy 
Baptiste, 64, said of his son, 
Vladimir. “When someone keeps 
screaming ‘Oh, boy! Oh, boy!’ I 
thought something was wrong.”

Vladimir Baptiste, 28, of 
Parkville, is charged with three 
counts of second-degree attempt-
ed murder, police said. He also 
faces charges of assault, burglary 
and malicious destruction of 
property and theft, online court 
records show. He was being held 
at the Baltimore County Deten-
tion Center on $750,000 bail.

Baptiste was taken into custody 
Tuesday after spending nearly 
five hours barricaded inside 
WMAR-TV in Towson, watching 
journalists deliver live reports 
from just outside the building. 

  Fugitive arrested 40 
years after prison break

MI ZEELAND — A man 
accused of escaping 

from a South Carolina jail nearly 
40 years ago has been captured in 
western Michigan.

Federal marshals said Dal-
las Smallwood, 58, was arrested 
Monday in Zeeland, 25 miles 
southwest of Grand Rapids. He’s 
accused of escaping from an An-
derson County, S.C., jail in 1977 
while under a five-year sentence 
for grand larceny and receiving 
stolen goods.

The U.S. Marshals Service said 
Smallwood, a trucker, was using 
the name Waylon Wilson. 

He’s in custody awaiting extra-
dition to South Carolina.  

Jail time for man who 
stole, sold skeletons

OH COLUMBUS — An 
Ohio man convicted of 

stealing and selling human skulls 
and skeletons from a medical col-
lege was sentenced Tuesday to 15 
months in prison and ordered to 
pay $85,000 in restitution.

Weston Moquin, 29, who was 
an anatomical assistant in the 
anatomy lab at Ohio University 
in Athens, pleaded guilty to steal-
ing human remains, autopsy saws 
and other items from the school, 
reaping profits from online sales.

Federal Judge James Graham 
handed down Moquin’s sentence 
at a hearing in Columbus.

Defense attorney Keith Yeazel 
had asked that Moquin get pro-

Fur-st responders to the rescue
Bremerton firefighter Missy Griffith gives a kitten oxygen as Central Kitsap firefighter Owen Rhodes 
provides water at a mobile home fire at the Erland Point Mobile Home and RV Park on Tuesday in 
Bremerton, Wash. Rhodes rescued the kitten from the fire. A shed was burned to the ground and a 
mobile home was damaged.  

bation, saying he’s a first-time,
nonviolent offender who stole to
support a painkiller addiction he
developed after a back injury.

 Federal prosecutors had asked 
for Moquin to serve 27 months in
prison, arguing that he abused a
position of trust and damaged
Ohio University’s reputation.

“As a result of the theft and at-
tendant publicity, the body donor 
program received many inquiries
and it is unknown, and probably
unknowable, whether people de-
cided against such a donation
based on defendant Moquin’s ac-
tions,” prosecutors Deborah So-
love wrote in court documents.

 Police: Woman ordered 
people’s home bulldozed 

FL ST. AUGUSTINE — Au-
thorities said a north-

east Florida woman who didn’t
like her neighbors had their mo-
bile home demolished.

According to an arrest report, 
Ana Maria Moreta Folch, of St. 
Augustine, told a heavy equip-
ment operator that she owned the
trailer and wanted it and its sep-
tic tank destroyed.

The Florida Times-Union re-
ported that St. Johns County
Sheriff’s deputies were called 
when the trailer’s real owner ar-
rived Monday and found the de-
molition underway.

The arrest report said Moreta
Folch wanted the trailer bulldozed
because she thought its occupants 
were unsavory and she suspected
they had broken into her car.

Moreta Folch was charged with
criminal mischief, a third-degree 
felony. She was released Wednes-
day on $10,000 bail. Jail records
did not show whether she had an
attorney.

LARRY STEAGALL, KITSAP (WASH.) SUN/AP
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Friday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Tex 91 52 Clr
Akron, Ohio 60 43 Cldy
Albany,N.Y. 73 63 Rain
Albuquerque 82 50 Clr
Allentown, Pa. 69 62 Rain
Amarillo 84 46 Clr
Anchorage 67 46 Clr
Asheville 66 44 PCldy
Atlanta 70 47 Clr
Atlantic City 73 64 Rain
Austin 83 54 Clr
Baltimore 73 65 Rain
Baton Rouge 80 49 Clr
Billings 64 47 Cldy
Birmingham 68 47 PCldy
Bismarck 62 35 PCldy
Boise 85 57 PCldy
Boston 71 60 Cldy
Bridgeport 66 60 Rain
Brownsville 84 58 Clr
Buffalo 50 49 Rain
Burlington,Vt. 75 62 Rain
Caribou,Maine 73 57 PCldy
Casper 66 38 Cldy
Charleston,S.C. 79 58 Clr
Charleston,W.Va. 65 48 Cldy
Charlotte,N.C. 74 53 Clr

Chattanooga 69 45 PCldy
Cheyenne 61 39 Cldy
Chicago 53 38 Rain
Cincinnati 59 40 Cldy
Cleveland 57 44 Cldy
Colorado Springs 68 41 Cldy
Columbia,S.C. 77 57 PCldy
Columbus,Ga. 74 49 Clr
Columbus,Ohio 58 42 PCldy
Concord,N.H. 72 59 Rain
Corpus Christi 84 54 Clr
Dallas-Ft Worth 86 51 PCldy
Dayton 57 40 Cldy
Daytona Beach 81 63 PCldy
Denver 66 43 Cldy
Des Moines 58 40 PCldy
Detroit 57 41 Cldy
Duluth 51 33 Cldy
El Paso 90 59 Clr
Elkins 60 47 Cldy
Erie 56 48 Cldy
Eugene 71 47 Cldy
Evansville 61 44 Cldy
Fairbanks 69 43 Cldy
Fargo 57 33 Clr
Flagstaff 77 36 PCldy
Flint 56 38 Cldy
Fort Smith 71 42 Cldy

Fort Wayne 57 37 Cldy
Fresno 100 66 Clr
Goodland 68 41 Cldy
Grand Junction 76 46 PCldy
Grand Rapids 53 35 Cldy
Great Falls 67 45 Cldy
Green Bay 52 37 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 75 58 PCldy
Harrisburg 68 63 Rain
Hartford Spgfld 70 60 Rain
Helena 70 47 Cldy
Honolulu 88 74 PCldy
Houston 82 55 Clr
Huntsville 68 46 PCldy
Indianapolis 57 40 Cldy
Jackson,Miss. 76 47 Clr
Jacksonville 79 59 Clr
Juneau 71 41 Clr
Kansas City 60 36 PCldy
Key West 84 77 PCldy
Knoxville 67 45 Cldy
Lake Charles 82 54 Clr
Lansing 54 35 Cldy
Las Vegas 100 73 PCldy
Lexington 60 42 Cldy
Lincoln 62 34 PCldy
Little Rock 72 44 PCldy
Los Angeles 92 67 Clr

Louisville 63 43 Cldy
Lubbock 86 47 PCldy
Macon 75 48 Clr
Madison 53 36 Cldy
Medford 81 52 Clr
Memphis 69 51 Cldy
Miami Beach 83 73 Cldy
Midland-Odessa 92 51 Clr
Milwaukee 50 38 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 53 36 PCldy
Missoula 74 46 Cldy
Mobile 79 48 Clr
Montgomery 73 48 PCldy
Nashville 66 46 PCldy
New Orleans 79 56 Clr
New York City 72 61 Rain
Newark 71 62 Rain
Norfolk,Va. 77 68 Rain
North Platte 61 36 Cldy
Oklahoma City 77 49 PCldy
Omaha 61 35 PCldy
Orlando 83 65 PCldy
Paducah 62 43 Cldy
Pendleton 78 56 Clr
Peoria 57 41 Cldy
Philadelphia 72 63 Rain
Phoenix 102 71 Clr
Pittsburgh 61 47 Cldy

Pocatello 79 48 PCldy
Portland,Maine 66 54 Cldy
Portland,Ore. 74 52 PCldy
Providence 70 59 Cldy
Pueblo 76 43 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 76 61 Cldy
Rapid City 62 40 Cldy
Reno 86 53 PCldy
Richmond 75 66 Rain
Roanoke 69 55 PCldy
Rochester 58 56 Rain
Rockford 54 39 Rain
Sacramento 93 59 Clr
St Louis 60 42 Cldy
St Petersburg 81 69 Clr
St Thomas 86 76 PCldy
Salem,Ore. 73 47 PCldy
Salt Lake City 82 55 PCldy
San Angelo 93 48 Clr
San Antonio 86 57 Clr
San Diego 86 68 Clr
San Francisco 73 55 Clr
San Jose 82 57 Clr
Santa Fe 78 40 PCldy
St Ste Marie 42 36 Cldy
Savannah 79 55 Clr
Seattle 68 54 Cldy
Shreveport 77 45 PCldy

Sioux City 60 32 Clr
Sioux Falls 59 30 Clr
South Bend 54 37 Cldy
Spokane 76 54 PCldy
Springfield,Ill 58 40 Cldy
Springfield,Mo 58 36 Cldy
Syracuse 65 58 Rain
Tallahassee 80 52 Clr
Tampa 81 67 Clr
Toledo 59 39 Cldy
Topeka 63 35 PCldy
Tucson 98 61 Clr
Tulsa 70 46 Cldy
Tupelo 69 45 Cldy
Waco 82 47 PCldy
Washington 74 66 Rain
W. Palm Beach 82 73 Cldy
Wichita 65 42 Cldy
Wichita Falls 86 51 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 68 61 Rain
Wilmington,Del. 72 64 Rain
Yakima 77 55 Clr
Youngstown 60 45 Cldy

National temperature extremes
Hi: Wed., 106, Santa Ana (John Wayne 
Airport), Calif. 
Lo: Wed., 7, Climax, Colo.

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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Lakenheath

72/52

Ramstein
58/41
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63/44
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83/58

Rota
77/60

Morón
85/56

Sigonella
74/52

Naples
65/54

Aviano/
Vicenza
71/49

Pápa
55/48

Souda Bay
73/56

FRIDAY IN EUROPE

Brussels
66/46

Bahrain
91/81

Baghdad
100/76

Doha
101/80

Kuwait
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100/81

Riyadh
98/76

Djibouti
91/83

Kandahar
89/66

Kabul
73/51

Manas
80/49

FRIDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST SATURDAY IN THE PACIFIC

Misawa
59/49

Guam
86/79

Tokyo
74/58

Okinawa
77/68

Sasebo
74/59

Iwakuni
78/57

Seoul
80/51

Osan
80/51

Busan
72/57

The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (May 16) ..........................$1.4013
Dollar buys (May 16) ........................€0.7136
British pound (May 16) ........................ $1.72
Japanese yen (May 16) ......................100.00
South Korean won (May 16) ......... 1,000.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3771
British pound .......................$1.6779/0.5960
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.0876
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2309
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.4596
Egypt (Pound) ...................................... 7.1150
Euro ........................................ $1.3672/0.7314
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7518
Hungary (Forint) ................................. 222.17
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4541
Japan (Yen) ........................................... 101.69
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2820
Norway (Krone) ................................... 5.9411
Philippines (Peso).................................43.67
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.06
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7508
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2523
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,026.90
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.8930
Thailand (Baht) .....................................32.48
Turkey (New Lira) ...............................2.0894
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.08
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.03
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.38

CEO optimistic on Domino’s in Italy
 The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — Italy may not 
seem like the ideal place for a 
Domino’s Pizza shop, but the man 
who heads the American chain 
remains optimistic about the 
possibility.

Despite the skepticism Dom-
ino’s might initially encounter, 
CEO Patrick Doyle sa id that the 
chain’s delivery model may give it 
an advantage in Italy.

“There’s a lot of pizza, but 

there’s not a 
lot of deliv-
ered pizza,” 
Doyle 
said. “So 
there may 
still be an 
opportunity.”

Italy aside, 
Domino’s, 
which is 
based in Ann 
Arbor, Mich ., 
has been enjoying strong sales 

growth overseas and boasts near-
ly 6,000 international locations.

Back at home, where it has 
5,000 locations, Domino’s has 
been trying to improve the image 
of its pizza, which has long been 
plagued by a reputation for tast-
ing generic and manufactured.

In late 2009, Domino’s re-
vamped its recipes and launched 
a surprisingly frank ad campaign 
acknowledging the shortcomings 
of its food and service.

After several consecutive years 

of declines, sales have turned 
positive. Now, the company is in 
the process of rolling out new 
store designs that highlight the 
pizza-making process.

Looking ahead, Wall Street an-
alysts expect Domino’s and other 
national pizza chains, includ-
ing Papa John’s, to take market 
share away from smaller chains 
and independent players, in part 
by using their bigger advertising 
budgets and more sophisticated 
online ordering platforms. 

BUSINESS/WEATHER

* Diesel EFD    ** Midgrade
For the week of May 17-23

EUROPE GAS PRICES PACIFIC GAS PRICES
Country Super E10 Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Germany $3.905 $4.087 $4.252 $4.185
Change in price -1.6 cents -1.4 cents -1.2 cents -1.6 cents

Netherlands -- $4.857 $5.150 $4.985
Change in price -- -8.2 cents -9.0 cents -8.8 cents

U.K. -- $4.022 $4.187 $4.120
Change in price -- -1.4 cents -1.2 cents -1.6 cents

Azores -- -- $4.482 --
Change in price -- -- no change --

Belgium -- $4.084 $4.343 $4.215
Change in price -- no change no change no change

Turkey -- -- $4.445 $4.053*
Change in price -- -- no change -1.6 cents

Italy $3.974 -- -- $4.239
Change in price no change -- -- no change

Country Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Japan -- $3.839 -- $3.939
Change in price -- -2.0 cents -- -2.0 cents

Okinawa $3.659 -- -- $3.939
Change in price -2.0 cents -- -- -2.0 cents

South Korea $3.919 -- $4.269 $4.199
Change in price -2.0 cents -- -1.0 cents -2.0 cents

Guam $3.919** $4.099 $4.259 --
Change in price -1.0 cents -1.0 cents -2.0 cents --

Doyle
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‘Unpublishing’ news stories is no longer 
unthinkable but it’s mostly unacceptable

BY ERNIE GATES

Stars and Stripes ombudsman

 Readers ask me fairly often how to 
find a Stars and Stripes article 
from their time in uniform — a 
B-17 raid on Germany, a pho-

tograph from Korea, a mention of their 
unit in the Mekong Delta, or something 
more recent.  I ordinarily send those read-
ers to the Heritage Newspaper Archive 
(http://starsandstripes.newspaperarchive.
com), where for a reasonable fee they can 
search a database of more than  1 million 
Stripes pages from 1948 to 1999.  Searches 
earlier than 1948 are much trickier, usu-
ally requiring eye-straining hours with 
microfilm. 

Whether the search is simple or pains-
taking, the Stripes archive is a pretty re-
markable historical record.  

But sometimes the questions are not 
about what people want to find in the ar-
chive, but what they want to erase — less 
about nostalgia and more about remorse.  
In the interest of job-hunting, bank loans, 
security clearances or just plain embar-
rassment, people would like to “correct” 
the record of some of their moments in the 
spotlight.

In effect, they’d like to “unpublish” un-
flattering stories.

In the age of paper and ink, the idea 
would be preposterous. No one would — or 
could — clip out all the old stories from all 
the old newspapers. That part’s still true 
— but the digital archive is another thing. 
The fact that the digital record can be al-
tered has made “unpublishing” a mean-
ingful question in journalism ethics.

With the expansion of digital publish-
ing, editors and publishers have increas-
ingly gotten requests to “erase” material 
from their online archive. For the most 
part, and with good cause, they’ve refused. 
The underlying principle is that accurate, 
published stories are part of a historical 
record, and to tamper with that record 
risks the trust and credibility at the heart 
of their relationship with readers. 

Of course, there are exceptions, and 
groups such as the Associated Press Man-
aging Editors and others have suggested 
guidelines and best practices for making 
those decisions. 

The leaders of the Stars and Stripes 
newsroom consulted those sources and 
others to formulate their own approach to 

“unpublishing.” As ombudsman, I’ve made 
suggestions and pointed to resources such 
as the APME report. Stripes will publish 
the result soon, and I’ll be interested to 
hear reactions from readers. 

Meanwhile, here’s a quick take from my 
look at the draft and my talks with Editori-
al Director Terry Leonard and Web Man-
ager Joe Gromelski. 

As it should, and in keeping with the 
judgment of most newsrooms, the Stripes 
approach will lean hard against “unpub-
lishing” a story that was accurate when 
it was published. If later events make the 
original story a materially incomplete ac-
count and unfair, then the solution will be 
to verify the new information and update 
the story or annotate the archive, rather 
than eliminate the original.  

For example, a story about a command-
er being relieved for “lack of confidence 
in his ability to lead” after allegations of 
misconduct might require an update if a 
subsequent investigation results in his ex-
oneration. In the normal course of report-
ing, such an update ought to be a standard 
follow-up story, prompted by a periodic 
“pop-up” alert in the reporter’s calendar. 
But that doesn’t always happen, and press 
releases about exonerations are scarcer 
than press releases about commanders 
being relieved.  The story that allegations 
were made and the commander was re-
lieved would still be accurate, but fairness 
would require that the record include the 
outcome. 

In short: Fix it, don’t erase it. 
There may be cases, but they will and 

ought to be rare, when the original story 
is altered in the archive. For instance, 
Leonard recalled a story identifying two 
Marines who were arrested overseas, but 
only one was eventually charged in a slow-
moving judicial system.  The identity of the 
Marine who was never charged was later 
removed from the story in the digital ar-
chive — and the fact that it was altered was 
noted on the story.  That note is an impor-
tant attempt to be transparent to readers, 
to communicate that such “amendments” 
to stories are rare and not done secretly. 

Though Stripes’ approach will intention-
ally make it hard to “unpublish,” these will 
be judgment calls, as with most ethical 
choices.  So it’s important that the deci-
sion not be left to one person, partly for a 
check and balance, but also because hear-

ing multiple perspectives tends to yield
fairer results.  Stripes’ process will begin 
with the web staff launching the effort to 
verify new information, then making a 
recommendation to senior editors, who 
will make a decision. Appeals from that
decision would go to the publisher. In some
cases, legal advice would be required. 

That process isn’t described yet in the 
draft, but it ought to be, as a matter of
transparency. 

Of course, amending or annotating the
digital archive at Stripes or any other origi-
nal publication doesn’t entirely correct the
record in the broader digital world. Stories
are routinely republished and re-archived
by third parties, excerpted in other ac-
counts, cached in older searches and on 
other websites and so on. That original ver-
sion is still out there somewhere. 

Or is it? What if the searching autobot 
looks the other way?

Just this week, the European Union’s top
court ruled that people have a “right to be
forgotten” — meaning that search engines, 
such as Google, which lost that court case,
would be required to alter their search pa-
rameters on request so certain personal 
information is excluded. The court explic-
itly does not expect the information to be 
eradicated from its original source of pub-
lication, but the decision has editors and 
publishers worried that more such censor-
ship is around the corner. 

I expect that publicity about the EU’s
Google case will spur the number of “un-
publishing” requests at most newspapers,
including Stripes. Having done the re-
search and had the internal discussions
necessary to develop and put its own guide-
lines in writing — and soon share them 
with readers — will make Stripes better
prepared to meet those requests openly. 

That doesn’t mean everybody’s going to
be happy with the decisions. But it does
mean that Stripes is ready to balance
competing values and make responsible
judgments as it honors its commitment
to accuracy and the historical record, re-
spects and preserves the public’s right to 
know, and treats the people it writes about
fairly. 
Got a question or suggestion for the ombudsman 
on what appears, or should appear, in Stars and 
Stripes? Send an email to ombudsman@stripes.
osd.mil, or phone 202-761-0587 in the States. For 
several links associated with this column, please 
go to Ernie Gates’ blog. It can be found at stripes.
com/blogs.

BY  GREG WILLIAMS

 Recently Starbucks announced it 
would expand its offerings and 
start selling alcoholic drinks in 
the evening in thousands of its 

stores. The move was touted by chief execu-
tive Howard Schultz as a strategy for the 
company to grow profits by increasing the 
average sale per customer.

Schultz’s shareholders no doubt ex-
changed a mental fist-bump. But the cele-
bration may be short-lived once they realize 
that they are in danger of turning away a 
key coffee-consuming segment: more than 
23 million Americans living in recovery 
from substance-use disorders.

 Every day, people in recovery meet up in 
Starbucks cafes to support one another, to 
talk to their 12-step sponsors and, most of 
all, to be welcomed in one of the few lively, 
popular, alcohol-free gathering places in 
their community.

Starbucks should pay special attention to 
them.

One of the most useful concepts in busi-
ness is the Pareto principle, or what is com-
monly known as the 80/20 rule. This widely 
adopted marketing principle — that 20 per-
cent of input causes 80 percent of the result 
— suggests that 80 percent of all coffee con-
sumed at Starbucks is derived from just 20 
percent of its consumer base.

And who might be part of that base? The 
October 2008 issue of the journal Alcohol-
ism: Clinical and Experimental Research 
found that 88.5 percent of those studied who 
were in recovery from alcoholism drank 
coffee. Thirty-three percent of those coffee 
drinkers drank more than four cups a day.

That means millions of recovering people 
drink coffee, and a third of them drink a lot 
of it.

If you closed your eyes and pictured a 12-
step meeting room, you’d probably picture 
a coffee urn and plastic foam cups stacked 

next to it. And you’d be right. After a typical 
meeting, you’d see groups of people leaving
together to head for the local Starbucks.

In the short run, Schultz may be adding 
a new set of customers who bring in a $20-
plus sale once a week. But if the evening 
culture of the cafes turns into a hybrid bar 
scene, Starbucks will be at serious risk of
forcing out a devoted set of high-volume
existing customers. Many of them may al-
ready spend more than $20 a day on alco-
hol-free beverages.

If Starbucks executives studied this mar-
ket demographic, perhaps they would think
twice about this move. They don’t have to be
driven by the spirit of supporting people’s
journey of recovery from addiction. They
could do it just for their shareholders.
 The writer has been in recovery from alcohol and 
drug use for more than 12 years. He wrote and 
produced the documentary “The Anonymous 
People,” about long-term recovery.   This commen-
tary first appeared in The Washington Post.

Millions of reasons to keep Starbucks ‘dry’
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Dispense with solar politics
 The (Paris, Tenn.)
Post-Intelligencer

 President Barack Obama is announcing 
a bundle of plans for boosting solar power 
and promoting energy efficiency.

That may be about all he can do on his 
own authority without support from Con-
gress, but it’s still half a loaf.

One of the steps he was touting was com-
pletion of solar panel installation on the 
White House roof. Well, whoopee.

Jimmy Carter put solar panels on the roof 
of the executive residence, but Ronald Rea-
gan had them removed. That made the pan-
els a political football rather than a modest 
efficiency tool.

The panels will be more effective as a 
symbol of presidential policy than as a 
real contribution to the nation’s energy 
efficiency.

America needs a broader, more inclusive 
energy policy, but it’s never going to get one 
as long as political leaders hold to hard-line 
policy.

“The president can’t claim an ‘all of the 
above’ strategy while he’s blocking the Key-
stone pipeline, slow-rolling the approval 
of new energy exploration and proposing 
job-killing regulations that will destroy the 
American coal industry,” said a spokesman 
for House Speaker John Boehner, the ultra-
Republican from Ohio.

Filter out the partisan rhetoric, and the 
man has a point. Solar panels do not a policy 
make. Power-saving green steps alone can’t 
meet our energy needs.

The energy efficiency guys and the we-
need-more-power bunch need to bury the 
hatchet. The issue is too important to the 
national well-being to be a focus for politi-
cal games.

Benghazi smoking gun?
 Marietta (Ga.) Daily Journal

 President Barack Obama has now spent 
the past year and a half wishing that ques-
tions about the Benghazi attack would just 
go away. You can bet that former Secretary 
of State and Democratic presidential nomi-
nee-in-waiting Hillary Clinton is wishing 
the same thing, except more so.

But that isn’t likely to happen thanks to 
damning information that has now come to 
light. And while our friends on the left here 
in Georgia and elsewhere love to try and 
spin Benghazi as a Fox News fantasy, The 
public has the New York Times to thank for 
the latest revelations about how minimiz-
ing the damage to Obama’s 2012 re-election 
campaign — not national security — was 
the top priority in the White House in the 
immediate aftermath of the Sept. 11, 2012, 
tragedy that left Ambassador Chris Ste-
vens and three other Americans dead at the 
hands of Libyan terrorists.

The attack on the embassy there came 
against a backdrop of Team Obama’s re-
peated assertions that the war on terrorism 
was over and that we had won.

The attacks in Libya ran counter to that, 
so Obama and those around him quickly 
came up with an alternative version: that 
the supposedly spontaneous demonstra-
tions and the attacks that followed were in-
spired by an amateurish, obscure Internet 
video, even though the evidence and com-
mon sense ran counter to that.

The Times reported late last month that 
Obama’s deputy national security adviser, 
Benjamin J. Rhodes, emailed U.N. Ambas-
sador Susan Rice on Sept. 14, 2012, just 

before she made a round of high-profile ap-
pearances on Sunday morning news-talk 
shows that day.

Rhodes urged Rice to “underscore that 
these protests are rooted in an Internet 
video, and not a broader failure of policy” 
and that she should “reinforce the President 
and Administration’s strength and steadi-
ness in dealing with difficult challenges.”

It’s the “smoking gun” that proves the 
administration misled the American public 
about the Benghazi incident right from the 
very start. 

Climate scare-mongering
Boston Herald

 The Obama administration is trying to 
scare us with totally unverifiable projec-
tions of a disastrous global warming. We 
trust that most people are not going to fall 
for this outrageous scare-mongering.

The ballyhooed third National Climate 
Assessment, released last Wednesday by 
several agencies, alleges first that the world 
has warmed over the last century and sec-
ond that it’s going to get much worse.

This is supposed to convince us of the 
wisdom of President Barack Obama’s plans 
to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide, the 
chief gas said to be warming the planet.

It has indeed warmed slightly (by at most 
1.9 degrees Fahrenheit) over the past 100 
years. Saying so ignores an unexplained 
cooling from about 1940 into the 1970s. It 
warmed from the 1970s to 1998; there has 
been no warming since even as carbon di-
oxide concentrations rose.

Predictions of floods here and heat waves 
there and falling sky somewhere else are 
produced by already failed computer mod-
els. None can reproduce changes in temper-
ature observed in the past. Relying on such 
failed prophets is folly.

Unsurprised critics note that the concen-
trations of water vapor in the troposphere 
that are supposed to amplify warming sim-
ply aren’t there.

The assessment rambles about heat and 
rainfall and other unpleasantness, but pays 
no attention to the fact that there is no trend 
in the incidence of tornadoes, or the fact that 
hurricanes making landfall are at a record 
low, or the fact that even more emission cuts 
than Obama wants would lower the temper-
ature in 2100 by one-seventh of a degree.

As Yogi Berra said, it’s tough to make 
predictions, especially about the future. 
The country needs a devil’s advocate, with 
adequate funds for research independent 
of the army of alarmists who have built ca-
reers on dubious dogma.

 Afghanistan perspective
Fayetteville (N.C.) Observer

 In matters of war and international 
politics, a sense of perspective is a useful 
thing. That’s especially so in a place like 
Afghanistan.

Like many of his peers from Fort Bragg, 
N.C., Maj. Gen. Jeffrey Colt has that per-
spective. He’s in Afghanistan as deputy 
commander of the 18th Airborne Corps, 
which is overseeing the end of America’s 
longest war. It’s his second deployment 
there. His first, a decade ago, was like a trip 
to a different country.

When Colt commanded the 1st Battalion, 
160th Special Operations Aviation Regi-
ment from summer 2002 until summer 
2004, he recalls the capital city of Kabul as 
dark and lifeless at night. Ten years later, 
it’s filled with light and activity. The city is 
growing and thriving.

So are the country’s National Security 
Forces, which didn’t exist in 2004. Now 
350,000 strong, the Afghan forces “don’t 
need our prompting anymore,” Colt told 
Observer reporter Drew Brooks . 

That’s good, because as the U.S. and its 
NATO allies prepare to largely withdraw, 
the world needs to know that the nation 
won’t revert to the dark place it was. We 
need some assurance Afghanistan won’t 
slip back into the grip of fundamentalists 
like the Taliban, who turned the nation into 
a leading exporter of trained terrorists.

Even as military leaders prepare for the 
end of the international military coalition’s 
mission in Afghanistan, other Fort Bragg 
units are scattered about the country, show-
ing the Taliban and other insurgents that 
they’re still ready for battle. The forays into 
the countryside are useful and reassuring 
to Afghan soldiers. ...

 The final decision about long-term Amer-
ican presence in Afghanistan will be made 
by President Barack Obama, and so far, he’s 
holding his cards close. It’s unclear wheth-
er there will be a few thousand American 
troops left in the country next year, or 
10,000, or none. Whatever the number, it’s 
got to be enough to prevent Afghanistan 
from slipping back into the hands of fun-
damentalists who embrace terrorism. Any-
thing less is unacceptable. 

Values worth fighting for
 Kansas City (Mo.) Star

 The tragic plight of the missing girls of 
Chibok, Nigeria, has triggered heartbreak 
and hand-wringing around the world. And 
it has opened vexing examinations of a na-
tion in chaos and an international commu-

nity unsure of how best to respond.
The fact that the girls’ kidnappers — the

fanatic, anti-Western Islamists known as
Boko Haram — have been terrorizing their
nation’s impoverished northeastern region
for years has prompted appropriate ques-
tions about the abilities and priorities of
the Nigerian government. Boys have been
slaughtered. Schools and villages have 
burned. Boko Haram has led a vicious cam-
paign to douse the spirit of Christians and
Muslims alike, and to expunge the idea that
enlightened education leads to better live s.

Prominent people are speaking out and
challenging others to raise awareness and
concern. The U.S. and other nations are sup-
plying advisers to help gather intelligence
and to aid a rescue of the kidnapped teenag-
ers, saving them, it is hoped, from the mar-
riage enslavement market and other crimes
against humanity .

Still, it’s abundantly clear that there are
limits to what Americans and other outsid-
ers can do. Boko Haram issued signals  that
it is willing to negotiate, perhaps trading
the captive girls for imprisoned brothers in
arms. The Nigerian government rejected
that deal. Proceedings from here will be
delicate and unpredictable.

The Chibok kidnapping crisis is indeed
horrendous and awakening. It comes at a 
time of increasing violence in Iraq, Afghan-
istan, the Central African Republic and 
South Sudan.  ...

Yet, the Nigeria story seems especially
alarming on a human scale. All those girls, 
taking a test at school when they were ab-
ducted, represent an incalculable future.

To understand the potential of young 
women like them — girls who aspire to free-
dom and betterment amid rigid, medieval 
settings — one need look no further than
Kansas City. The Star’s Joe Robertson on
Sunday reported the inspiring story of Cyn-
thia Odu, who left Nigeria as an infant with
her parents and now, at 18, having gradu-
ated from Kansas City’s Lincoln Academy,
is bound for college at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology.

These two stories, one of horror and an-
other of triumph, remind us that certain
values, like universal education, are worth
fighting for. 

Keep the U-2 flying
The (Memphis, Tenn.) 
Commercial Appeal 

The U-2 “Dragon Lady” spy plane, a
product of the famed Lockheed “Skunk 
Works,” first flew in 1955. It was one of the
most successful aircraft ever built, and it is
still flying.

The U-2’s designated successor, the SR-
71 Blackbird, was retired in 1988. Now the 
same fate threatens the 32 remaining U-2s
even though they continue to provide valu-
able intelligence, especially from remote
and secretive areas like North Korea, where
they peer down from the relatively safe alti-
tude of 70,000 feet.

Unfortunately, the U-2 is best remem-
bered for an incident when that altitude
proved not quite so safe. On May 1, 1960, on
an overflight of the Soviet Union, an SA-2 
anti-aircraft missile exploded close enough 
to a U-2 on a spy mission to cripple the plane,
causing it to crash and the American pilot,
Francis Gary Powers, to bail out safely.

The incident wrecked a planned peace 
summit in Paris, ending hopes that it would
mark the start of a period of “peaceful co-
existence” between the U.S. and the USSR. 
Relations between the two countries even-
tually reverted to a chilly standoff while the
U-2 continued peering into the doings of our 
foes, likely foes and those whose mysterious
activities — among them, the placement 
of Soviet missiles in Cuba — aroused our
curiosity.

Although the military has $598 million in
the 2015 budget to keep the U-2 flying, the
Air Force is proposing to begin a phaseout
of the U-2 in favor of unmanned drones like
the Global Hawk. While drones have more 
than proved their worth, there is still no 
substitute for on-the-spot human judgment. 

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates.

What newspapers
are saying at home

AP

 A man walks in the rubble   where an attack killed four Americans, including Ambassa-
dor Chris Stevens, on  Sept. 11, 2012, in Benghazi, Libya.  Congressional Republicans  
are pressing another investigation into the attack.
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Pro soccer

Wednesday’s scores
TOURNAMENTS

NCAA Division III
McMinnville Regional

First Round
Linfield 1, LeTourneau 0

New England Regional
First Round

Endicott 6, MIT 4
Mitchell 4, E. Connecticut 3, 11 in-

nings
Tufts 3, St. Joseph’s (Maine) 1

New York Regional
First Round

Cortland 6, Castleton 1

Pro basketball

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 0 0 .000 —
Chicago 0 0 .000 —
Connecticut 0 0 .000 —
Indiana 0 0 .000 —
New York 0 0 .000 —
Washington 0 0 .000 —

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 0 0 .000 —
Minnesota 0 0 .000 —
Phoenix 0 0 .000 —
San Antonio 0 0 .000 —
Seattle 0 0 .000 —
Tulsa 0 0 .000 —

Tuesday’s games
No games scheduled

Wednesday’s games
No games scheduled

Thursday’s games
No games scheduled

Friday’s games
New York at Connecticut
Minnesota at Washington
San Antonio at Atlanta
Indiana at Chicago
Los Angeles at Seattle

College lacrosse

NCAA Division I
lacrosse tournament

Play-In Round
Wednesday, May 7

Bryant 9, Siena 8
Air Force 13, Richmond 5

First Round
Saturday, May 10

Albany (NY) 13, Loyola (Md) 6
Notre Dame 13, Harvard 5
Maryland 8, Cornell 7
Denver 9, North Carolina 5

Sunday, May 11
Johns Hopkins 14, Virginia 8
Drexel 16, Pennsylvania 11
Duke 20, Air Force 9
Bryant 10, Syracuse 9

Quarterfinals
Saturday, May 17

At Hempstead, N.Y.
Maryland vs. Bryant
Albany (NY) vs. Notre Dame

Sunday, May 18
At Newark, Del.

Johns Hopkins vs. Duke
Drexel vs. Denver

Semifinals
Saturday, May 24

At M&T Bank Stadium
Baltimore

Albany (NY)-Notre Dame winner vs. 
Maryland-Bryant winner

Johns Hopkins-Duke winner vs. Drex-
el-Denver winner

Championship
Monday, May 26

At M&T Bank Stadium
Baltimore

Semifinal winners

Deals

Wednesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Designated

INF Jeff Keppinger for assignment.
TEXAS RANGERS — Recalled RHP Nick 

Tepesch and Miles Mikolas from Round
Rock (PCL). Purchased the contract of
RHP Scott Baker from Round Rock. Placed
LHP Martin Perez and LHP Matt Harrison
placed on 15-day DL. Designated RHP 
Justin Germano for assignment.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Placed C Dion-
er Navarro on the bereavement/family 
medical emergency list. Recalled C Erik 
Kratz and RHP Neil Wagner from Buffalo
(IL). Optioned RHP Chad Jenkins to Buf-
falo.

National League
LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Activated C 

A.J. Ellis from the 15-day DL. Optioned C 
Miguel Olivo to Albuquerque (PCL).

MIAMI MARLINS — Designated RHP 
Henry Rodriguez for assignment. Op-
tioned LHP Dan Jennings to New Orleans 
(PCL). Signed LHP Randy Wolf to one-
year contract.

NEW YORK METS — Placed RHP Dillon 
Gee on the 15-Day DL, retroactive to May
11. Selected the contract of RHP Rafael
Montero from Las Vegas (PCL).

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Optioned RHP 
Kevin Quackenbush to El Paso (PCL).

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Recalled 2B 
Kolten Wong from Memphis (PCL). Op-
tioned INF Greg Garcia to Memphis.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

DETROIT PISTONS — Named Stan Van
Gundy coach and president of basketball 
operations.

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS —Agreed
to terms with coach Steve Kerr on a five-
year contract.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Signed TE 
Crockett Gilmore, G-C John Urschel and 
QB Keith Wenning to four-year con-
tracts.

CHICAGO BEARS — Agreed to terms 
with CB Kyle Fuller on a four-year con-
tract.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Signed T John 
Fullington and WR Jeff Janis. Released
CB James Nixon.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Signed DE 
Jonathan Newsome.

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Signed OL 
Laurent Duvernay-Tardif.

NEW YORK JETS — Signed G Dakota
Dozier and LB Trevor Reilly to four-year
contracts.

OAKLAND RAIDERS — Waived S Tony 
Dye, LB Eric Harper and DE Chris McCoy.

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS — Signed G 
Chris Watt, DT Ryan Carrethers, RB Mar-
ion Grice and WR Tevin Reese to four-
year contracts.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Signed QB 
Josh Johnson to a one-year contract. 
Waived DT Christian Tupou.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Signed
LS Andrew DePaola. Waived CB Anthony
Gaitor.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Signed
NT Chris Davenport, WR Lee Doss, WR 
Cody Hoffman, WR Kofi Hughes, WR Ra-
shad Lawrence, TE Kevin Perry, RB Silas 
Redd, DB Bryan Shepherd and NT Robert 
Thomas.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

LOS ANGELES KINGS — Signed D Vin-
cent LoVerde to a one-year contract. 

MOTORSPORTS
INDYCAR — Fined engine manufactur-

er Chevrolet $20,000 and penalized it 10 
engine manufacturer’s points for viola-
tions of the engine regulations; Schmidt
Peterson Motorsports $1,000 for a tech-
nical violation on its No. 77 entry driven 
by Simon Pagenaud and Penske Racing
$1,000 for a technical violation on its No. 
3 entry driven by Helio Castroneves fol-
lowing the May 10 Grand Prix of India-
napolis.

COLLEGE
CALIFORNIA — Named Yanni Hufnagel 

men’s assistant basketball coach.
ILLINOIS — Suspended men’s sopho-

more basketball F Darius Paul for the 
2015-15 season for multiple transgres-
sions.

TEXAS TECH — Announced the resig-
nation of softball coach Shanon Hays.

WASHINGTON —Reinstated QB Cyler 
Miles from suspension. Announced WR 
Demore’ea Stringfellow will transfer and
TB Ryan McDaniel has quit the football 
team because of a knee injury.

Tennis

Italian Open
Wednesday

At Foro Italico
Rome

Purse: Men, $4.77 million (Masters 
1000); Women, $3.63 million (Premier)

Surface: Clay-Outdoor
Singles

Men
Second Round

Andy Murray (7), Britain, def. Marcel 
Granollers, Spain, 6-2, 7-5.

Jurgen Melzer, Austria, def. Marin Cil-
ic, Croatia, 6-2, 6-7 (5), 6-3.

Jo-Wilfried Tsonga (11), France, def. 
Kevin Anderson, South Africa, 7-6 (14), 
7-6 (5).

Ivan Dodig, Croatia, def. Lukas Rosol, 
Czech Republic, 6-1, 6-2.

Jeremy Chardy, France, def. Roger Fe-
derer (4), Switzerland, 1-6, 6-3, 7-6 (6).

Grigor Dimitrov (12), Bulgaria, def. Ivo 
Karlovic, Croatia, 7-6 (3), 6-4.

Mikhail Youzhny (14), Russia, def. An-
drey Golubev, Kazakhstan, 7-5, 4-1, re-
tired.

Tommy Haas (15), Germany, def. Igor 
Sijsling, Netherlands, 7-6 (6), 6-1.

Ernests Gulbis, Latvia, def. Stephane 
Robert, France, 6-7 (1), 6-4, 6-3.

Tomas Berdych (6), Czech Republic, 
def. Dmitry Tursunov, Russia, 6-4, 6-3.

Rafael Nadal (1), Spain, def. Gilles Si-
mon, France, 7-6 (1), 6-9 (4), 6-2.

Women
Second Round

Agnieszka Radwanska (3), Poland, def. 
Paula Ormaechea, Argentina, 6-3, 6-2.

Christina McHale, United States, def. 
Camila Giorgi, Italy, 1-6, 6-3, 6-1.

Francesca Schiavone, Italy, def. Garb-
ine Muguruza, Spain, 3-6, 6-1, 7-6 (5).

Sam Stosur, Australia, def. Elena Vesn-
ina, Russia, 6-2, 6-3.

Sara Errani (10), Italy, def. Ekaterina 
Makarova, Russia, 6-2, 6-3.

Carla Suarez Navarro (13), Spain, def. 
Venus Williams, United States, 6-4, 6-2.

Varvara Lepchenko, United States, 
def. Sloane Stephens (16), United States, 
6-2, 6-2.

Serena Williams (1), United States, 
def. Andrea Petkovic, Germany, 6-2, 6-2.

Simona Halep (4), Romania, def. Madi-
son Keys, United States, 5-7, 6-0, 6-1.

Ana Ivanovic (11), Serbia, def. Alize 
Cornet, France, 7-6 (1), 7-5.

Maria Sharapova (8), Russia, def. 
Monica Puig, Puerto Rico, 6-3, 7-5.

Flavia Pennetta (12), Italy, def. Belinda 
Bencic, Switzerland, 6-2, 2-6, 6-3.

Jelena Jankovic (6), Serbia, def. Svetla-
na Kuznetsova, Russia, 6-2, 4-0, retired.

Doubles
Men

First Round
Robin Haase, Netherlands, and Felici-

ano Lopez, Spain, def. Simone Bolelli and 
Fabio Fognini, Italy, 6-3, 6-2.

Second Round
Marin Cilic, Croatia, and Santiago 

Gonzalez, Mexico, def. Nicolas Mahut 
and Edouard Roger-Vasselin (5), France, 
6-4, 6-7 (2), 10-8.

Grigor Dimitrov, Bulgaria, and Lukas 
Rosol, Czech Republic, def. Alexander 
Peya, Austria, and Bruno Soares (2), Bra-
zil, 6-4, 3-6, 10-2.

Ivan Dodig, Croatia, and Marcelo Melo 
(3), Brazil, def. Max Mirnyi, Belarus, and 
Mikhail Youzhny, Russia, 7-6 (5), 5-7, 10-
6.

Daniel Nestor, Canada, and Nenad Zi-
monjic (6), Serbia, def. Kevin Anderson, 
South Africa, and Jurgen Melzer, Austria, 
3-6, 7-6 (4), 14-12.

David Marrero and Fernando Verdasco 
(4), Spain, def. Pablo Andujar and Marcel 
Granollers, Spain, 7-5, 6-1.

Women
First Round

Casey Dellacqua, Australia, and Klau-
dia Jans-Ignacik, Poland, def. Katarzyna 
Piter, Poland, and Chanelle Scheepers, 
South Africa, 4-6, 7-5, 10-2.

Second Round
Kveta Peschke, Czech Republic, and 

Katarina Srebotnik (4), Slovenia, def. 
Vera Dushevina, Russia, and Zheng Sai-
sai, China, 6-2, 6-3.

Cara Black, Zimbabwe, and Sania 
Mirza (5), India, def. Daniela Hantucho-
va, Slovakia, and Mirjana Lucic-Baroni, 
Croatia, 6-3, 6-4.

College baseball

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L T Pts GF GA
Sporting KC 5 3 2 17 15 8
New England 5 3 2 17 14 10
D.C. 4 3 2 14 13 11
Houston 4 5 2 14 15 19
New York 3 3 5 14 18 17
Columbus 3 4 3 12 10 11
Philadelphia 2 5 5 11 12 15
Toronto FC 3 4 0 9 7 9
Chicago 1 2 6 9 17 18
Montreal 1 5 3 6 7 17

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 7 3 1 22 22 19
Real Salt Lake 5 0 5 20 21 12
FC Dallas 5 5 1 16 20 19
Vancouver 4 2 4 16 16 12
Colorado 4 3 3 15 11 12
San Jose 2 3 4 10 10 11
Los Angeles 2 2 3 9 8 6
Chivas USA 2 5 3 9 12 19
Portland 1 3 6 9 13 16

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday’s game
Philadelphia 2, Sporting Kansas City 1

Saturday’s games
New York at Toronto FC
Montreal at D.C. United
New England at Philadelphia
Chivas USA at FC Dallas
Los Angeles at Houston
Colorado at Real Salt Lake
San Jose at Seattle FC
Columbus at Portland

Sunday’s game
Sporting Kansas City at Chicago

Wednesday, May 21
Houston at D.C. United
FC Dallas at Los Angeles

Friday, May 23
Toronto FC at Sporting Kansas City

Saturday, May 24
Portland at New York
Seattle FC at Vancouver
Chicago at Columbus
D.C. United at New England
Montreal at Colorado
FC Dallas at Real Salt Lake

Sunday, May 25
Philadelphia at Los Angeles
Houston at San Jose

Wednesday
Union 2, Sporting KC 1

Philadelphia 0 2—2
Sporting Kansas City 0 1—1

Second half—1, Philadelphia, Cruz 1, 
49th minute. 2, Sporting Kansas City, Dw-
yer 7 (Nagamura), 80th. 3, Philadelphia, 
Maidana 1 (Wenger), 81st.

Goalies—Philadelphia, Zac MacMath; 
Sporting Kansas City, Eric Kronberg.

Yellow Cards—Alves, Philadelphia, 
58th; Nogueira, Philadelphia, 70th; 
Besler, Sporting Kansas City, 86th; Mac-
Math, Philadelphia, 90th+.

Red Cards—Bone, Philadelphia, 90th.
A—19,073 (18,500).

NWSL
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 7 0 0 21 16 4
Portland 3 1 2 11 7 4
Western New York 3 1 1 10 8 4
FC Kansas City 3 4 1 10 13 13
Chicago 2 2 1 7 3 3
Washington 2 4 0 6 8 11
Sky Blue FC 1 3 3 6 6 10
Boston 1 3 0 3 5 9
Houston 1 5 0 3 3 11

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday’s games
Portland 1, Houston 0
Seattle FC 3, FC Kansas City 2

Thursday’s game
Chicago at Boston

Saturday’s game
Western New York at Washington

Sunday’s games
Houston at FC Kansas City
Chicago at Boston

Wednesday, May 21
Sky Blue FC at Washington
Seattle FC at FC Kansas City
Western New York at Portland

Friday, May 23
Chicago at Houston

Saturday, May 24
Sky Blue FC at Portland

Sunday, May 25
FC Kansas City at Boston
Western New York at Seattle FC

Monday, May 26
Houston at Washington

May 16
1884 — African-American Isaac Mur-

phy, considered one of the greatest 
race riders in American history, wins 
the first of his three Kentucky Derbies 
when he guides Buchanan to victory. The 
horse, trained by African-American Wil-
liam Bird, is the first maiden to win the 
Kentucky Derby. Only two other maiden 
horses have gone on to win the Run For 
The Roses — Sir Barton in 1919, and Bro-
kers Tip in 1933.

1916 — Damrosch, ridden by Linus 
McAtee, takes the early lead, gives it up 
in the stretch, and comes back to beat 
Greenwood by 1½ lengths in the Preak-
ness Stakes.

1925 — Flying Ebony, ridden by Earl 
Sande, becomes the fourth field horse to 
win the Kentucky Derby, a 1½-length vic-
tory over Captain Hal. The first network 
radio broadcast of the Kentucky Derby 
airs from WHAS in Louisville.

 1976 — The Montreal Canadiens win
their 19th Stanley Cup with a 5-3 victory
over the Philadelphia Flyers, capping a 
four-game sweep.

1980 — The Los Angeles Lakers beat 
the Philadelphia 76ers 123-107 to win 
the NBA title in six games. Rookie guard
Magic Johnson fills in at center for the 
injured Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and comes
up with 42 points, 15 rebounds and seven 
assists and is named the Finals MVP. The
42 points are the most scored by a rookie
in an NBA Finals game.

1982 — The New York Islanders win 
the Stanley Cup for the third straight
year, completing a four-game sweep of 
the Vancouver Canucks with a 3-1 vic-
tory.

1987 — Alysheba, ridden by Chris Mc-
Carron, wins the Preakness Stakes, fin-
ishing a half-length ahead of Bet Twice, 
who was also the Kentucky Derby run-
ner-up. 

AP sportlight

PGA Tour statistics
Through May 11
Scoring Average

1, Sergio Garcia, 69.484. 2, Matt 
Kuchar, 69.576. 3, Rory McIlroy, 69.620. 4, 
Bubba Watson, 69.829. 5, Harris English, 
69.914. 6, Jordan Spieth, 69.984. 7, Kevin 
Na, 70.023. 8, Jimmy Walker, 70.065. 9, Jim 
Furyk, 70.072. 10, Luke Donald, 70.088.

Driving Distance
1, Bubba Watson, 313.9. 2, Dustin John-

son, 308.5. 3, Nicolas Colsaerts, 307.8. 
4, Scott Piercy, 307.0. 5, Brooks Koepka, 
305.0. 6, Jason Kokrak, 304.7. 7, J.B. Hol-
mes, 304.5. 8, Jhonattan Vegas, 304.3. 9, 
Rory McIlroy, 303.8. 10, Robert Garrigus, 
303.1.

Driving Accuracy Percentage
1, David Toms, 76.18%. 2, Tim Clark, 

74.45%. 3, Joe Durant, 73.85%. 4, Mark 
Calcavecchia, 73.77%. 5, Heath Slocum, 
72.48%. 6, Justin Hicks, 72.07%. 7, Zach 
Johnson, 71.79%. 8, Boo Weekley, 71.63%. 
9, Francesco Molinari, 70.24%. 10, Paul 
Goydos, 69.96%.

Greens in Regulation Percentage
1, Graham DeLaet, 72.88%. 2, Chad 

Campbell, 72.63%. 3, Harris English, 
71.33%. 4, Justin Hicks, 70.81%. 5, Boo 
Weekley, 70.49%. 6, Ryan Moore, 70.33%. 
7, Dustin Johnson, 70.16%. 8, Andrew Svo-
boda, 69.97%. 9, Bubba Watson, 69.87%. 
10, John Merrick, 69.73%.

Total Driving
1, Derek Ernst, 79. 2, Louis Oosthuizen, 

87. 3, Lucas Glover, 89. 4, Martin Kaymer, 
90. 5, Henrik Stenson, 96. 6 (tie), Kevin 
Stadler and Graham DeLaet, 103. 8, Ryan 
Palmer, 104. 9, Gary Woodland, 106. 10, 
Russell Henley, 108.

Strokes Gained – Putting
1, Jimmy Walker, .963. 2, Matt Every, 

.930. 3, Graeme McDowell, .883. 4, Aaron 
Baddeley, .849. 5, Freddie Jacobson, .845. 
6, Greg Chalmers, .833. 7, Luke Donald, 
.751. 8, Webb Simpson, .743. 9, Andrew 
Loupe, .705. 10, Pat Perez, .663.

Birdie Average
1, Rory McIlroy, 4.75. 2, Jimmy Walker, 

4.66. 3, Dustin Johnson, 4.44. 4 (tie), Adam 
Scott and Matt Every, 4.21. 6, Harris Eng-
lish, 4.18. 7, Webb Simpson, 4.17. 8, Hideki 
Matsuyama, 4.13. 9, Sergio Garcia, 4.12. 
10, Ryan Palmer, 4.11.

Eagles (Holes per)
1, Justin Rose, 76.5. 2, Will MacKenzie, 

84.0. 3, Bubba Watson, 84.9. 4, Ryan Palm-
er, 88.0. 5, Marc Leishman, 92.6. 6, Dustin 
Johnson, 97.2. 7 (tie), Robert Garrigus 
and Nicholas Thompson, 99.0. 9 (tie), 
Matt Jones and Billy Horschel, 100.0.

Sand Save Percentage
1, Seung-Yul Noh, 69.33%. 2, Mat-

teo Manassero, 66.67%. 3, Greg Chalm-
ers, 63.46%. 4, Sergio Garcia, 62.96%. 5, 
Bill Haas, 62.64%. 6, Charl Schwartzel, 
62.26%. 7, Mark Calcavecchia, 62.07%. 
8, Justin Rose, 61.90%. 9, Hunter Mahan, 
61.54%. 10, John Senden, 60.82%.

All-Around Ranking
1, Dustin Johnson, 224. 2, Adam Scott, 

239. 3, Ryan Palmer, 304. 4, Harris Eng-
lish, 318. 5, Bubba Watson, 338. 6, Will 
MacKenzie, 358. 7, Sergio Garcia, 359. 8, 
Zach Johnson, 378. 9, Justin Rose, 396. 10, 
Webb Simpson, 411. 

LPGA Tour statistics
Through May 4

Scoring
1, Stacy Lewis, 69.47. 2, Michelle Wie, 

69.69. 3, Inbee Park, 69.94. 4, Lexi Thomp-
son, 70.27. 5, Azahara Munoz, 70.38. 6, 
Karrie Webb, 70.43. 7 (tie), Suzann Pet-
tersen and Cristie Kerr, 70.50. 9, Chella 
Choi, 70.53. 10, 2 tied with 70.61.

Driving Distance
1, Lexi Thompson, 276.1. 2, Anya Alva-

rez, 275.6. 3, Gerina Piller, 274.5. 4, Yani 
Tseng, 271.8. 5, Laura Davies, 271.8. 6, 
Alena Sharp, 271.6. 7, Carlota Ciganda, 
267.8. 8, Brittany Lincicome, 266.0. 9, 
Stacy Lewis, 265.2. 10, Caroline Hedwall, 
264.8.

Greens in Regulation Pct.
1 (tie), Michelle Wie and Stacy Lewis, 

78.70%. 3, Suzann Pettersen, 78.00%. 
4, Gerina Piller, 76.80%. 5, Lexi Thomp-
son, 76.70%. 6, Azahara Munoz, 76.50%. 
7, Cristie Kerr, 74.70%. 8, Chella Choi, 
74.10%. 9, Jenny Shin, 73.90%. 10, Anna 
Nordqvist, 73.90%.

Putting Average
1, Stacy Lewis, 1.749. 2, Karrie Webb, 

1.755. 3, Inbee Park, 1.757. 4, Sandra Gal, 
1.765. 5, Haru Nomura, 1.768. 6, Line Ve-
del, 1.773. 7, Paula Creamer, 1.777. 8, An-
gela Stanford, 1.779. 9, Morgan Pressel, 
1.780. 10, Michelle Wie, 1.782.

Birdie Average
1, Stacy Lewis, 4.31. 2, Suzann Petters-

en, 4.08. 3, Lexi Thompson, 4.03. 4, Karrie 
Webb, 3.89. 5, Morgan Pressel, 3.82. 6, Mi-
chelle Wie, 3.81. 7, Shanshan Feng, 3.79. 
8, Inbee Park, 3.78. 9, Azahara Munoz, 
3.78. 10, Dori Carter, 3.77.

Eagle Average
1, Cristie Kerr, .188. 2, Jessica Korda, 

.172. 3 (tie), Michelle Wie and Karine 
Icher, .167. 5, Gerina Piller, .158. 6 (tie), 
Brittany Lang and Carlota Ciganda, .156. 
8, Caroline Hedwall, .154. 9, Angela Stan-
ford, .148. 10, 2 tied with .143.

Sand Save Percentage
1, Megan McChrystal, 66.67%. 2, Lydia 

Ko, 65.38%. 3, Seon Hwa Lee, 62.50%. 4, 
Karrie Webb, 62.16%. 5, Sydnee Michaels, 
62.07%. 6, Michelle Wie, 60.71%. 7, I.K. 
Kim, 59.09%. 8, Lizette Salas, 58.97%. 9, 
Katherine Kirk, 58.14%. 10, 2 tied with 
57.14%.

Rounds Under Par
1, Michelle Wie, .833. 2, Stacy Lewis, 

.778. 3, Azahara Munoz, .700. 4, Inbee 
Park, .688. 5, Lexi Thompson, .667. 6, Kar-
rie Webb, .643. 7, Lydia Ko, .639. 8, Chella 
Choi, .632. 9, Suzann Pettersen, .625. 10, 
So Yeon Ryu, .607.  

Golf

Fight schedule
May 16

At Foxwoods, Mashantucket, Conn., 
Joel Diaz Jr. vs. Tyler Asseltine, 10, super 
featherweights.

At Montreal, Delvin Rodriguez vs. 
Joachim Alcine, 10, light middleweights; 
Derric Rossy vs. Joe Hanks, 10 rounds, 
heavyweights.

May 17
At the Forum, Inglewood, Calif., Juan 

Manuel Marquez vs. Mike Alvarado, 12, 
WBO welterweight eliminator; Viktor 
Postol vs. Selcuk Aydin, 12, WBC junior 
welterweight eliminator; Diego Mag-
daleno vs. Oscar Bravo, 10, junior light-
weights.

May 23
At Turning Stone Resort & Casino, 

Verona, N.Y., Brandon Adams vs. Willie 
Monroe Jr., 10, “Boxcino” middleweight 
final; Petr Petrov vs. Fernando Carcamo, 
10, “Boxcino” lightweight final.

May 24
At Bell Centre, Montreal, Adonis Ste-

venson vs. Andrzej Fonfara, 12, for Ste-
venson’s WBC light heavyweight title; 
Julian Williams vs. Michael Medina, 10, 
light middleweights; Mikael Zewski vs. 
Prince Doku Jr., 10, for the vacant NABF 
welterweight title; Eleider Alvarez vs. 
Alexander Johnson, 10, for the vacant 
WBC Silver light heavyweight title; Da-
vid Lemieux vs. Fernando Guerrero, 10, 
middleweights; Jermell Charlo vs. Char-
lie Ota, 10, junior middleweights.

At American Bank Center, Corpus 
Christi, Texas, Bryant Jennings vs. Mike 
Perez, 12, WBC heavyweight eliminator; 
Daniel Geale vs. Matthew Macklin, 10, 
middleweights; Edwin Rodriguez vs. Mar-
cus Johnson, 10, super middleweights.

At Tuxtla Gutierrez, Mexico, David 
Sanchez vs. Breilor Teran, 12, for the va-
cant WBA junior bantamweight title.

At Acapulco, Mexico, Jhonny Gonzalez 
vs. Clive Atwell, 12, for Gonzalez’s WBC 
featherweight title.

May 30
At Moscow, Alexander Povetkin vs. 

Manuel Charr, 12, for the vacant WBC In-
ternational heavyweight title. 

Boxing
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He seemed unsure what to 
make of Social Inclusion, given
the gifted challenger’s light, 
three-race resume.

“I watched him run,” Sherman
said. “He acts like a runner, but I 
just don’t know where to put him, 
how to put him in a category. I know 
he runs fast, but does he have that
much ability when somebody’s got
the same ability?”

Only two other challengers 
from the Derby, Ride on Curlin
and General a Rod, are taking
a shot at California Chrome in 
Baltimore. Ride on Curlin drew 
the No. 10 post and is a 10-1 third 
choice. General a Rod will start
from the No. 2 post as a 15-1 
choice in the morning line.

Ride on Curlin also drew an 
outside post in the Derby, but 
trainer Billy Gowan said it was a 
bigger problem in a 19-horse field.
“I think it’s less of a big deal,” he 
said. “We’re already eight horses 
in from where we started in Ken-
tucky. There’s a bunch of speed, so
we’ll just lay off the pace and have
a target to shoot for in the end.”

He was a touch surprised at the 
odds on California Chrome. “But
he’s definitely the horse to beat,”
Gowan said. “We’re just glad to

be here with 
him.”

Dynamic Im-
pact, a 12-1 fifth 
choice, drew 
the dreaded
No. 1 spot. But
he won from
No. 1 at the Il-
linois Derby.
“It’s obviously 
not ideal,” as-
sistant trainer 
Norman Casse
said. “But
we’re not going 
to be too upset 
about it.”

Feustle put
20-1 odds on
two horses
with local ties:
Maryland 

trainer Graham Motion’s gelding,
Ring Weekend, and late charger
Kid Cruz, the only entrant to have
won at Pimlico. Filly Ria Antonia
is the longest shot at 30-1.

“It’s going to be a real rider’s
race with speed on the inside,
speed on the outside,” said her
co-owner, Ron Paolucci. “Who’s 
going to go? Who’s going to not
go? I wouldn’t want to be on one
of the four horses that want the
front end because whatever judg-
ments these riders make, they’re
going to get questioned.”
The Baltimore Sun’s Don Markus and 
Jon Meoli contributed to this article.
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PREAKNESS STAKES

Preakness: Social Inclusion 
a threat to Triple Crown hopes

BY DAVID GINSBURG

The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Maybe it’s because she’s a girl 
among boys. Perhaps it’s because the horse hasn’t 
won in 10 months, or ever attempted a race this 
long.

Whatever the reason, Ria Antonia is the long shot 
in the 10-horse Preakness field, a whopping 30-1 un-
derdog behind 3-5 favorite California Chrome, the 
Kentucky Derby winner.

“I wish she was 50-1,” co-owner Ron Paolucci said 
of Ria Antonia. “The way she works and trains, she 
thinks she’s 3-5.”

After finishing sixth in the Kentucky Oaks two 
weeks ago, Ria Antonia will attempt to become the 
first filly to win the Preakness since Rachel Alex-
andra in 2009. Paolucci isn’t guaranteeing a victory 
Saturday, but he expects his 3-year-old to be right 
there.

“She’s as fast as any horse in the race,” Paolucci 
insisted. “She worked with all of (Hall of Fame train-
er) Bob Baffert’s horses and she more than held her 
own. She’s a great work horse. Has she translated 
that every race? No. But she has the ability. Can she 
beat California Chrome if he runs as good as he did 
in the Derby? No. Would it be embarrassing to run 
second if California Chrome runs freakishly good 
again? No. We’re not planning on being that far out 
of it.”

Paolucci likes the way his horse rebounded from 
the May 2 race at Churchill Downs, so he thought it 
would be a good idea to enter the Preakness.

“I’m not looking forward to running against Cali-

fornia Chrome, but if 
I have to do it, I want 
to do it on two weeks 
(rest),” he said. “She’s 
ready to go, she’s kick-
ing down the barn. I 
think it’s right up her 
alley. If she runs half 
as good as she trains, I 
wouldn’t want to trade 
with anybody.”

Ria Antonia will be 
ridden by Calvin Borel, 
who was replaced on 
Ride On Curlin by Joel 

Rosario. Ride On Curlin and General a Rod are the 
only two horses from the Derby who went to Pimlico 
for a rematch with California Chrome.

California Chrome drew the No. 3 post, which 
wasn’t perfect but not a huge disappointment.

“Three is fine with me,” 77-year-old trainer Art 
Sherman said. “Most of the speed is on the outside 
of me. If they go they go, I can tuck in right behind 
them without any problems. I look for a good race. I 
think my horse will perform at the Preakness.”

Less than 20 feet away in the same room, Paoluc-
ci explained why Sherman and California Chrome 
jockey Victor Espinoza should be worried.

“From where he drew it’s going to be very inter-
esting how Espinoza rides because you’re not going 
to want to get trapped down inside when Social In-
clusion is on the lead,” Paolucci said. “Bayern is 
going to be out there. There’s no easy spot for Victor. 
It’s not going to be as easy as the Derby.” 

GARRY JONES/AP

Ria Antonia, the lone filly in the Preakness, looks over the foggy track with exercise rider Maurice 
Sanchez aboard at Pimlico Race Course in Baltimore on Thursday. Ria Antonia is a 30-1 underdog.

Feeling good about his filly
Co-owner of Ria Antonia expects long shot to be right in the running 

FROM BACK PAGE

“Oh, boy, 3-5, it makes you want 
to choke,” said his trainer, Art 
Sherman. “But I wouldn’t want 
to be in anybody else’s position. 
Hey, listen, when you can be the 
3-5 favorite in the Preakness, you 
must have deserved to be that.”

Sherman describes himself as 
more of a pragmatist than Co-
burn. He downplayed talk of his 
horse’s sweeping through the 
Preakness and Belmont Stakes.

“Oh, man, I think about the Tri-
ple Crown, but I’m a race-by-race 
kind of guy,” said the 77-year-old 
Sherman, who has never trained a 
horse on this kind of stage. “Let’s 
get over with the Preakness.”

With California Chrome so pre-
eminent, the nine other entrants 
have felt like afterthoughts at 
times this week. But Social Inclu-
sion, the 5-1 second choice in the 
morning line, is a new threat: the 
rare 3-year-old who has run as 
fast as a peak California Chrome.

Owner Ron Sanchez was ini-
tially concerned with Social 
Inclusion’s No. 8 post draw. His 
mood brightened when he saw 
slower starters Kid Cruz and 
Ria Antonia inside his horse. He 
came away predicting a clean 
break to the lead for his speedy 
challenger.

“We’re going to be in a good po-
sition in the early stage,” he said. 
“I think we have a nice spot.”

Sanchez praised California 
Chrome but said the favorite 
would have to run harder in the 
early stages of the Preakness 
than he did in the slow-paced 
Kentucky Derby. “I’m never 
afraid of nothing,” he added.

Many expect Saturday’s race to 
be ruled by early speed. Beyond 
Social Inclusion, Bob Baffert-
trained Bayern and late Derby 
scratch Pablo Del Monte like 
to set an aggressive early pace. 
Bayern will start from the No. 5 
post as a 10-1 third choice in the 
morning line. Pablo Del Monte 
will start from the No. 9 post at 
20-1 odds.

If the speed horses jump out 
quickly, which didn’t happen 
at Churchill Downs, California 
Chrome’s reaction could deter-
mine his fate. Recent history 
suggests he is a solid bet in the 
1 3/16-mile Preakness. Eight of the 
past 17 Derby champions have 
also won at Pimlico.

Sherman welcomes the early 
speed. “I’m really OK with it,” he 
said. “My horse is kind of push-
button. He can stay with any 
horse in the race. He likes a tar-
get on his back, and I know that 
Victor (Espinoza) will ride him 
well.”

Recent 
history 
suggests 
California 
Chrome 
is a solid 
bet in the 
Preakness. 
Eight of 
the past 
17 Derby 
champions 
have also 
won at 
Pimlico.

13/16
Miles in the 

Preakness, making 
it the longest race 

Ria Antonia has run.

By the numbers
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LOS ANGELES — After con-
quering almost every conceivable 
obstacle in the Stanley Cup play-
offs over the last few years, the 
pressure of an elimination game 
doesn’t bother the Los Angeles 
Kings.

With goals from two unlikely 
sources and a vintage game from 
their star goalie, the Kings me-
thodically made sure the first 
postseason Freeway Faceoff will 
go the limit.

Trevor Lewis scored his fourth 
goal of the postseason, Jonathan 
Quick made 21 saves, and the 
Kings forced a seventh game with 
a 2-1 victory over the Anaheim 
Ducks in Game 6 on Wednesday 
night at Staples Center.

Jake Muzzin scored an early 
goal for the Kings, who ended 
their three-game skid with an-

other sturdy defensive effort at 
home.

Los Angeles improved to 6-1 
in postseason elimination games 
over the last two seasons while 
beating Ducks goalie John Gibson 
for the first time in his six-game 
NHL career.

The Kings clearly have a hunger 
for high stakes. The top-seeded 
Ducks will find out how they taste 
in Game 7 on Friday night at home 
inside the Honda Center.

“Our team is built to play in 
these kinds of games,” Kings de-
fenseman Drew Doughty said. 
“Our leaders show the way, and 
everyone follows. We look forward 
to playing in these games. We’re 
not nervous.”

The Kings again proved their 
postseason credentials are unas-
sailable after winning a Stanley 
Cup title in 2012 and returning 

to the conference finals last year. 
Responding to Anaheim’s three 
straight wins with calm, intelli-
gent defense, Los Angeles forced 
its second seven-game series of 
this postseason after rallying from 

an 0-3 deficit in the first round to 
stun San Jose.

Los Angeles largely controlled 
Game 6, shutting down the Ducks’ 
power play and their top scorers. 
The Kings killed two penalties in 
the third period and survived the 
frantic final seconds with barely a 
hiccup.

“It’s a result (of the fact that) 
this group has been through a 
lot of things, being in these very 
uncomfortable situations,” Los 
Angeles captain Dustin Brown 
said. “When you have that trust 
and experience with each other, it 
puts it in perspective. We’ve been 
through a lot worse.”

Kyle Palmieri scored and Gib-
son stopped 21 shots for the Ducks, 
who could have clinched their first 
trip to the Western Conference fi-
nals since 2007.

The Southern California ri-

vals’ scintillating first postseason
meeting is the NHL’s only second-
round series still going.

The winner of Game 7 at Honda
Center faces the defending Stan-
ley Cup champion Blackhawks,
who will have four days before the
conference finals open Sunday in
Anaheim or Chicago. 

BY JIMMY GOLEN

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Carey Price has already led 
Canada to an Olympic gold medal this year.

Now he has the nation’s last remaining NHL 
playoff team a step closer to the Stanley Cup 
finals.

The Montreal goalie made 29 saves in a 
Game 7 victory over the Boston Bruins on 
Wednesday night, helping the Canadiens ad-
vance to the Eastern Conference finals. They 
will face the New York Rangers when the se-
ries opens on Saturday in Montreal.

“He’s unbelievable,” Canadiens defenseman 
Andrei Markov said after Price followed up a 
Game 6 shutout by allowing just one goal in the 
clincher. “There’s not much to explain; he’s the 
best, you know.”

Dale Weise, Max Pacioretty and Daniel Bri-
ere scored for the Canadiens, who needed a 
win in Game 6 on Monday to force a Game 7. 
They beat the Bruins 4-0, then came to Boston 
and Price dominated again.

It’s just the second time since winning their 
NHL-best 24th Stanley Cup title in 1993 that 
the Canadiens have reached the third round of 
the playoffs.

“I am ecstatic,” said Price, who was backing 
up Jaroslav Halak in 2010, the last time Mon-
treal reached the conference finals. “But at the 
same time you have to realize that it’s not over. 
We are only halfway there.”

Weise scored just 2:18 into the game to quiet 
the Boston crowd and then Pacioretty made it 
2-0 midway through the second. Jarome Iginla 

cut the Canadiens’ lead to 2-1 at the end of the 
second when Price decided to address his team 
before the third period.

“He was more confident than I have ever 
seen him before,” Pacioretty said. “He spoke 
up and said something like ‘Only live in the 
moment, don’t worry about the past.’ ... I’m 
speechless at how he is playing.”

Montreal made it 3-1 with about three min-
utes left when Briere scored a power-play goal 
off the skate of Boston’s Zdeno Chara.

“We just beat the best team in the league,” 
Montreal coach Michel Therrien said. “Down 

3-2, we showed a lot of character, a lot of pas-
sion. To win a series in Boston, it is a tough 
place for people to come and play here.”

 In front of boisterous crowds on both sides of 
the border, the Canadiens won the 34th playoff 
series between the two clubs — the ninth that 
went the seven-game distance.

Boston finished with the best record in the 
regular season this year, but its road stopped 
against its Original Six rival in another clas-
sic playoff series. After finishing the regular 
season with an NHL-best 117 points, home-ice 
advantage meant little to the Bruins.
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NHL PLAYOFFS
Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary)

SEMIFINALS
Montreal 4, Boston 3

Montreal 4, Boston 3, 2OT
Boston 5, Montreal 3
Montreal 4, Boston 2
Boston 1, Montreal 0, OT
Boston 4, Montreal 2
Montreal 4, Boston 0
Wednesday: Montreal 3, Boston 1

N.Y. Rangers 4, Pittsburgh 3
N.Y. Rangers 3, Pittsburgh 2, OT
Pittsburgh 3, N.Y. Rangers 0
Pittsburgh 2, N.Y. Rangers 0
Pittsburgh 4, N.Y. Rangers 2
N.Y. Rangers 5, Pittsburgh 1
N.Y. Rangers 3, Pittsburgh 1
N.Y. Rangers 2, Pittsburgh 1

FINALS
N.Y. Rangers vs. Montreal

Saturday: at Montreal
Rest of series TBA 

Western Conference
SEMIFINALS

Chicago 4, Minnesota 2
Chicago 5, Minnesota 2
Chicago 4, Minnesota 1
Minnesota 4, Chicago 0
Minnesota 4, Chicago 2
Chicago 2, Minnesota 1
Chicago 2, Minnesota 1, OT

Anaheim 3, Los Angeles 3
Los Angeles 3, Anaheim 2, OT
Los Angeles 3, Anaheim 1
Anaheim 3, Los Angeles 2
Anaheim 2, Los Angeles 0
Anaheim 4, Los Angeles 3
Wednesday: Los Angeles 2, Anaheim 1
Friday: at Anaheim

FINALS
Chicago vs. Anaheim/Los Angeles

Sunday: Chicago at Anaheim OR Los
Angeles at Chicago

Rest of series TBA

Wednesday
Canadiens 3, Bruins 1

Montreal 1 1 1—3
Boston 0 1 0—1

First Period—1, Montreal, Weise 3 
(Briere, Prust), 2:18.

Second Period—2, Montreal, Pacio-
retty 3 (Desharnais, Gallagher), 10:22. 3, 
Boston, Iginla 5 (Krug, Krejci), 17:58 (pp).

Third Period—4, Montreal, Briere 2 
(Gallagher, Beaulieu), 17:07 (pp).

Shots on Goal—Montreal 6-8-4—18.
Boston 9-13-8—30.

Power-play opportunities—Montreal
1 of 5; Boston 1 of 3.

Goalies—Montreal, Price 8-3-0 (30
shots-29 saves). Boston, Rask 7-5-0 (18-
15).

A—17,565 (17,565). T—2:40.

Kings 2, Ducks 1
Anaheim 0 1 0—1
Los Angeles 1 1 0—2

First Period—1, Los Angeles, Muzzin 3 
(Kopitar, Gaborik), 8:16.

Second Period—2, Los Angeles, Lewis
4 (Williams, Voynov), 14:04. 3, Anaheim,
Palmieri 2 (Bonino), 15:42.

Shots on Goal—Anaheim 5-7-10—22.
Los Angeles 8-8-7—23.

Power-play opportunities—Anaheim 0 
of 5; Los Angeles 0 of 4.

Goalies—Anaheim, Gibson 2-1-0 (23 
shots-21 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 7-6-
0 (22-21).

A—18,519 (18,118). T—2:33.

Unlikely heroes emerge as Kings top Ducks, avoid elimination

Price, Montreal 
deliver knockout 
punch to Boston 
on road in Game 7

Bye-bye 
Bruins

AP
As a Bruins fans watches, Canadiens wing Dale Weise, left, celebrates his goal with Brandon 
Prust during the first period of Montreal’s 3-1 win in Game 7 in Boston on Wednesday.

AP
Los Angeles’ Jake Muzzin, left, 
celebrates his goal in front of 
Anaheim’s Patrick Maroon in 
Game 6 on Wednesday.

‘ We just beat the best team in the league. Down 3-2, we 
showed a lot of ... passion. To win a series in Boston, it is 
a tough place for people to come and play here. ’

Michel Therrien
Montreal Canadiens coach

Los Angeles at Anaheim
Game 7

AFN-Sports
3 a.m. Saturday CET
10 a.m. Saturday JKT
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 BY TALES AZZONI

The Associated Press

SAO PAULO — It’s all coming down to the final 
30 days.

Brazil had seven years to get ready for the World 
Cup, but it enters the final month of preparations 
with a lot yet to be done.

Three stadiums are still under construction, some 
of the temporary structures needed for matches are 
delayed and it remains unclear if all cities will have 
time to organize the mandatory fanfests.

It’s already known that not all infrastructure will 
be completed no matter how much organizers rush 
before the June 12 opener. The government acknowl-
edges that communications inside stadiums won’t be 
perfect, unfinished airports remain a concern and 
there are widespread threats of violent protests by 
Brazilians complaining about the billions of dollars 
spent to organize the tournament.

Brazilian officials guarantee everything will be 
fine. FIFA remains concerned.

“Everything will be in place for the World Cup in 
Brazil to be a success,” Brazilian President Dilma 
Rousseff said Tuesday. “The stadiums will be ready, 
the airports will be ready, we are guaranteeing pub-
lic safety.”

 But Joao Augusto Nardes, president of the govern-
ment’s watchdog group, told Brazil’s official news 
service, Agencia Brasil, on Tuesday that some of the 
work still isn’t in place to provide “adequate secu-
rity to those attending the World Cup.”

FIFA is worried mostly about the stadiums where 
the 64 matches will be played. It wanted all venues 
completed by the end of last year, but Brazil was not 
able to get half of them ready in time. Many will not 
host all the test events that were planned.

Among the three stadiums under construction is 
the Itaquerao, where the opener between Brazil and 
Croatia will be played. There will be some 14,000 
guests among the nearly 70,000 people in atten-
dance, including many heads of state.

Some of the 20,000 temporary seats needed for 
the opener are still being installed, and the only 
official test event planned for the Itaquerao takes 
place Sunday, about three weeks before the opener. 
It won’t even happen in front of a full crowd, with 
only 40,000 fans allowed into the venue.

“For the World Cup it will all be 100 percent 
ready,” said Andres Sanchez, who is in charge of the 
stadium’s construction.

Another unfinished stadium is the Arena da 

Baixada in the southern city of Curitiba, which was 
nearly excluded from the tournament by FIFA this 
year. The first full test at the venue is scheduled for
this week.

“There were some setbacks in some of these sta-
diums,” said Brazil’s Sports Minister Aldo Rebelo,
who has been arduously downplaying the delays.
“Everything will be ready.”

There is also concern with the temporary struc-
tures at the Beira-Rio Stadium in southern Porto
Alegre, and the other incomplete venue is the Arena 
Pantanal in the western city of Cuiaba, which is only
expected to host an official test event at the end of 
the month. 

The Associated Press

STANFORD, Calif. — Jurgen 
Klinsmann cut right to it: The 
U.S. has some serious catching 
up to do a month before its World 
Cup opener.

Klinsmann was eager to get 
started on a scorching Wednes-
day afternoon at Stanford Sta-
dium as the Americans began a 
two-week training camp leading 
up to a May 27 exhibition with 
Azerbaijan at San Francisco’s 
Candlestick Park.

While all 30 Americans have 
yet to arrive in the Bay Area, 
Klinsmann will have the tough 
task of cutting his roster to 23 by 
June 2.

“The reason we take 30 is we’re 
not sure yet,” Klinsmann said 
before his team took the field. 
“There will be intense training 
sessions ahead of them in order 
to show what they have, in every 
position not only as a center for-
ward, the entire team.”

Defender Geoff Cameron and 
goalkeepers Tim Howard and 
Brad Guzan are scheduled to ar-
rive Sunday, as Klinsmann gave 
them a few extra days coming 
from their Premier League clubs 
in England.

Clarence Goodson, a defender 
with the nearby San Jose Earth-
quakes, led the U.S. team through 
the Stanford Stadium tunnel and 

onto the field for Day 1.
“Whoo hoo hoo!” hollered left 

back DaMarcus Beasley in the 
heat.

Forward Chris Wondolowski 
smiled and said he had consumed 
plenty of water.

Beasley is trying for his fourth 
World Cup.

“I still get butterflies,” he said. 
“I haven’t been with the team for 
a while. To see all the guys’ faces, 
it’s good to be back with the team 
and obviously it’s very important. 
We have a lot of work to do, and 
a lot of work to be done in these 
three weeks before the team goes 
to Brazil.”

 Klinsmann knows he needs to 
evaluate everybody in short order 
— and a versatile, deep defense 
will be one of those areas even if 
the group is lacking in World Cup 
minutes.

 Beasley, for one, believes this is 
the best U.S. squad he has been a 
part of. The Americans are gear-
ing up for their final three tune-
ups before the Group G World 
Cup opener June 16 against 
Ghana in Natal.

So what if the odds are against 
them?

“You should bet on us,” Beasley 
said, chuckling. “You never know 
what happens. It’s one game in 
a World Cup, whoever’s better 
on that day will win. Simple as 
that.” 

WORLD CUP

TONY AVELAR/AP

Landon Donovan, right, Mix Diskerud, center, and Chris 
Wondolowski warm up during a U.S. men’s soccer training session 
on Wednesday in Stanford, Calif. The team began a two-week 
training camp leading up to a May 27 exhibition with Azerbaijan at 
San Francisco’s Candlestick Park.

US begins training 
camp in California

DENIS FERREIRA NETTO/AP

Work continues at the Arena da Baixada in 
Curitiba, Brazil. After seven years to get ready for 
the World Cup, it’s all coming down to the final 
30 days for Brazil, with a lot yet to be done. The 
unfinished stadium in Brazil’s southern city of 
Curitiba was nearly excluded from the tournament 
by FIFA earlier this year. 

MAURICIO SIMONETTI, PORTAL DA COPA/AP

The Itaquerao stadium in Sao Paulo, Brazil, is shown in this aerial photograph taken in March.

Much still to be done 
as World Cup looms

Cause for concern?
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MLB SCOREBOARD
  American League

East Division
 W L Pct GB
Baltimore 20 18 .526 —
Boston 20 19 .513   A
New York 20 19 .513   A
Toronto 20 21 .488  1A
Tampa Bay 18 23 .439  3A

Central Division
Detroit 24 12 .667 —
Kansas City 20 19 .513  5A
Chicago 20 22 .476  7
Cleveland 19 21 .475  7
Minnesota 18 20 .474  7

West Division
Oakland 25 16 .610 —
Los Angeles 21 18 .538  3
Seattle 20 20 .500  4A
Texas 20 21 .488  5
Houston 14 27 .341 11

 National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 22 17 .564 —
Washington 21 19 .525  1A
Miami 21 20 .512  2
New York 19 20 .487  3
Philadelphia 17 21 .447  4A

Central Division
Milwaukee 25 15 .625 —
St. Louis 20 20 .500  5
Cincinnati 17 20 .459  6A
Pittsburgh 17 22 .436  7A
Chicago 13 25 .342 11

West Division
San Francisco 26 15 .634 —
Colorado 23 19 .548  3A
Los Angeles 22 20 .524  4A
San Diego 19 21 .475  6A
Arizona 16 27 .372 11

Tuesday’s games
Detroit 4, Baltimore 1
L.A. Angels 4, Philadelphia 3
N.Y. Mets 12, N.Y. Yankees 7
Toronto 5, Cleveland 4
Minnesota 8, Boston 6
Kansas City 5, Colorado 1
Houston 8, Texas 0
Oakland 11, Chicago White Sox 0
Tampa Bay 2, Seattle 1
San Diego 2, Cincinnati 1
Milwaukee 5, Pittsburgh 2
St. Louis 4, Chicago Cubs 3, 12 innings
Arizona 3, Washington 1
L.A. Dodgers 7, Miami 1
Atlanta 5, San Francisco 0

Wednesday’s games
Detroit 7, Baltimore 5
L.A. Angels 3, Philadelphia 0
Kansas City 3, Colorado 2
Chicago White Sox 4, Oakland 2
Tampa Bay 2, Seattle 0
Cleveland 15, Toronto 4
N.Y. Yankees 4, N.Y. Mets 0
Boston 9, Minnesota 4
Houston 5, Texas 4
Washington 5, Arizona 1
San Francisco 10, Atlanta 4
San Diego at Cincinnati, ppd., rain
Pittsburgh 4, Milwaukee 1
Chicago Cubs at St. Louis, ppd., rain
Miami 13, L.A. Dodgers 3

Thursday’s games
Boston at Minnesota
Cleveland at Toronto
N.Y. Yankees at N.Y. Mets
Baltimore at Kansas City
Tampa Bay at L.A. Angels
San Diego at Cincinnat
Pittsburgh at Milwaukee)
Chicago Cubs at St. Louis
San Diego at Cincinnati
Miami at San Francisco

Friday’s games
Oakland (Gray 4-1) at Cleveland (McAl-

lister 3-3)
Pittsburgh (Volquez 1-3) at N.Y. Yan-

kees (Phelps 0-0)
Detroit (Scherzer 5-1) at Boston (Les-

ter 4-4)
Toronto (Hutchison 1-3) at Texas (Dar-

vish 3-1)
Baltimore (Tillman 3-2) at Kansas City 

(Guthrie 2-2)
Chicago White Sox (Quintana 1-3) at 

Houston (McHugh 2-1)
Seattle (C.Young 3-0) at Minnesota 

(Gibson 3-3)
Tampa Bay (Archer 2-2) at L.A. Angels 

(Weaver 4-2) 
Milwaukee (Lohse 4-1) at Chicago 

Cubs (Samardzija 0-3)
Cincinnati (Simon 4-2) at Philadelphia 

(K.Kendrick 0-3)
N.Y. Mets (Niese 2-2) at Washington 

(Roark 2-1)
Atlanta (E.Santana 4-0) at St. Louis 

(Lynn 4-2)
San Diego (Stults 2-3) at Colorado 

(J.De La Rosa 4-3)
L.A. Dodgers (Greinke 6-1) at Arizona 

(Miley 3-3)
Miami (H.Alvarez 2-3) at San Francisco 

(Hudson 4-2) 

  Wednesday
Astros 5, Rangers 4

Texas     Houston
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Choo lf 5 0 0 0 Altuve 2b 5 1 1 0
Andrus ss 5 2 2 0 Springr rf 5 1 1 2
ABeltre 3b 5 1 3 1 Fowler cf 3 2 3 0
Fielder 1b 3 0 2 2 JCastro c 3 1 2 0
Rios rf 4 1 1 1 MDmn 3b 5 0 2 1
Morlnd dh 2 0 0 0 Krauss 1b 1 0 0 0
Choice ph-dh 1 0 0 0 Guzmn ph-1b 2 0 1 1
Arencii c 4 0 1 0 Carter dh 4 0 1 1
LMartn cf 4 0 2 0 Presley lf 2 0 0 0
Odor 2b 3 0 0 0 Hoes ph 0 0 0 0
     MGnzlz ph-lf 2 0 0 0
     Villar ss 4 0 0 0
Totals 36 4 11 4 Totals 36 5 11 5
Texas 011 020 000—4
Houston 000 002 201—5

One out when winning run scored. 
DP—Houston 1. LOB—Texas 8, Houston 
11. 2B—Andrus (11), A.Beltre (8), Fielder 
(8), J.Castro (4). HR—Rios (3), Springer 
(3). CS—Odor (2). 

 IP H R ER BB SO
Texas
Tepesch 5B 2 1 1 3 8
Poreda 0 3 1 1 1 0
Frasor BS,1-1  C 2 2 2 0 2
Cotts 1 2 0 0 0 2
N.Martinez L,0-1 1B 2 1 1 1 2
Houston
Feldman 5 10 4 4 1 3
D.Downs  C 0 0 0 0 1
Clemens 1 1 0 0 1 0
Sipp 1C 0 0 0 0 3
Qualls W,1-1  C 0 0 0 0 1

Poreda pitched to 4 batters in the 
6th. Frasor pitched to 2 batters in the 
7th. HBP—by D.Downs (Odor). T—3:36. 
A—17,783 (42,060).  

 Rays 2, Mariners 0
Tampa Bay     Seattle
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Joyce lf 3 0 0 0 J.Jones cf 3 0 1 0
Zobrist 2b 3 0 1 0 Romer rf 4 0 0 0
SRdrgz 2b 1 0 0 0 Cano 2b 3 0 0 0
DeJess dh 3 0 0 0 Hart dh 3 0 0 0
Longori 3b 3 0 1 0 Smoak 1b 3 0 0 0
Loney 1b 4 1 0 0 Seager 3b 2 0 0 0
Myers rf 3 1 1 0 Ackley lf 3 0 1 0
DJnngs cf 3 0 0 0 Buck c 3 0 0 0
YEscor ss 3 0 0 1 BMiller ss 2 0 0 0
Hanign c 4 0 0 0 MSndrs ph 1 0 0 0
     Blmqst ss 0 0 0 0
Totals 30 2 3 1 Totals 27 0 2 0
Tampa Bay 000 200 000—2
Seattle 000 000 000—0

E—B.Miller (7). DP—Tampa Bay 1, Se-
attle 1. LOB—Tampa Bay 7, Seattle 3. 
2B—Myers (9), Ackley (6). CS—Zobrist 
(2), Romero (1). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Tampa Bay
Odorizzi W,2-3 6 1 0 0 2 7
McGee H,4 1 0 0 0 1 0
Jo.Peralta H,4 1 1 0 0 0 1
Balfour S,7-8 1 0 0 0 0 1
Seattle
Maurer L,1-2 3C 2 2 2 4 3
Leone 2B 1 0 0 0 5
Wilhelmsen 1 0 0 0 1 1
Furbush 1 0 0 0 1 3
Farquhar 1 0 0 0 0 1

WP—Leone. T—3:21. A—20,951.  

 White Sox 4, Athletics 2
Chicago     Oakland
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
GBckh 2b 4 2 3 1 Jaso dh 3 1 1 1
Gillaspi 3b 4 1 3 0 Lowrie ss 3 0 0 0
JAreu dh 4 1 1 3 Dnldsn 3b 4 1 2 1
Viciedo lf 3 0 1 0 Moss 1b-lf 3 0 0 0
LeGarc cf 0 0 0 0 Cespds lf-cf 4 0 0 0
AlRmrz ss 4 0 0 0 Reddck rf 3 0 0 0
Konerk 1b 4 0 0 0 DNorrs c 3 0 0 0
Flowrs c 4 0 0 0 Sogard 2b 3 0 0 0
Sierra rf 4 0 1 0 Gentry cf 2 0 0 0
De Aza cf-lf 4 0 0 0 Callsp ph-1b 1 0 0 0
Totals 35 4 9 4 Totals 29 2 3 2
Chicago 100 000 030—4
Oakland 100 100 000—2

DP—Chicago 1. LOB—Chicago 5, Oak-
land 3. 2B—Gillaspie (8), Viciedo (13). 
HR—G.Beckham (3), J.Abreu (15), Jaso 
(4), Donaldson (9). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Chicago
Rienzo 6B 2 2 2 2 4
S.Downs  B 0 0 0 0 0
Belisario W,2-3 1B 0 0 0 0 1
Lindstrom S,6-9 1 1 0 0 1 0
Oakland
Milone 6 5 1 1 0 4
Otero H,4 1 0 0 0 0 0
Abad L,0-1 H,3  B 2 2 2 0 1
Gregerson BS,5-8 1C 2 1 1 0 2

HBP—by Milone (Viciedo). WP—Rien-
zo, Gregerson. T—2:57. A—18,035.  

 Indians 15, Blue Jays 4
Cleveland     Toronto
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Bourn cf 6 1 2 1 Reyes ss 4 0 1 0
Swisher 1b 4 0 0 0 MeCarr lf 4 1 1 0
Brantly lf 3 1 1 0 Bautist rf 4 0 1 1
Morgan lf 0 0 0 0 Encrnc dh 3 0 0 0
JRmrz ph-2b 3 2 1 1 Kratz ph 1 0 0 0
CSantn 3b 4 3 1 2 Lind 1b 4 2 2 0
ACarer ss 5 3 3 1 JFrncs 3b 4 1 1 1
DvMrp rf 6 2 5 5 Lawrie 2b 4 0 1 1
YGoms c 6 2 2 3 Thole c 3 0 1 1
Chsnhll dh 6 0 5 1 Pillar cf 4 0 0 0
Aviles 2b-lf 6 1 2 1 
Totals 49 15 22 15 Totals 35 4 8 4
Cleveland 010 120 236—15
Toronto 000 011 002—4

E—Lind (1), J.Francisco (1). DP—Toron-
to 2. LOB—Cleveland 12, Toronto 5. 2B—
Brantley (9), A.Cabrera (10), Dav.Murphy 
3 (9), Chisenhall (9), Aviles (5), Reyes 
(8), Bautista (8), Lind (6), J.Francisco (4), 
Lawrie (4). 3B—Bourn (4). HR—C.Santana 
(5), Y.Gomes (6). SB—C.Santana (2), 
A.Cabrera (4). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Cleveland
Kluber W,4-3 7 4 2 2 1 9
Shaw 1 1 0 0 0 0
Carrasco 1 3 2 2 0 1
Toronto
McGowan L,2-2 4 9 4 4 2 3
Rogers 2 1 0 0 1 2
Stroman 1B 5 5 4 1 0
Wagner 1B 6 6 6 1 0
St.Tolleson  B 1 0 0 0 0

McGowan pitched to 3 batters in the 
5th. T—3:37. A—14,068 (49,282).  

  Marlins 13, Dodgers 3
Miami     Los Angeles
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Yelich cf 3 1 1 1 DGordn 2b 5 0 1 0
Lucas 3b-ss 6 2 2 2 Puig rf 4 0 1 1
Stanton rf 3 1 3 0 HRmrz ss 3 0 0 0
Ozuna ph-rf 2 0 0 0 Figgins ss 1 1 1 0
JeBakr 2b-3b 4 0 2 1 AdGnzl 1b 3 0 1 0
RJhnsn lf 5 2 2 2 BWilsn p 0 0 0 0
GJones 1b 4 3 2 0 League p 0 0 0 0
Hchvrr ss 4 1 2 0 JWrght p 0 0 0 0
Solano ph-2b 1 0 0 0 Butera ph-p 1 0 0 0
Mathis c 4 2 2 3 Ethier cf 4 0 1 1
DeSclfn p 4 1 1 2 Crwfrd lf 4 1 2 1
Wolf p 1 0 0 0 JuTrnr 3b 4 0 2 0
     A.Ellis c 4 0 0 0
     Mahlm p 1 0 0 0
     C.Perez p 0 0 0 0
     Withrw p 0 0 0 0
     Uribe ph 1 1 1 0
     VnSlyk 1b 2 0 0 0
Totals 41 13 17 11 Totals 37 3 10 3
Miami 060 601 000—13
Los Angeles 000 011 010— 3

E—D.Gordon (5). DP—Los Angeles 3. 
LOB—Miami 8, Los Angeles 8. 2B—Stan-
ton (12), G.Jones (9), Puig (8), Figgins (1), 
Uribe (10). HR—Lucas (1), R.Johnson (2), 
Mathis (2), C.Crawford (2). SB—D.Gordon 
(25). SF—Yelich. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Miami
DeSclafani W,1-0 6 7 2 2 1 7
Wolf 3 3 1 1 0 3
Los Angeles
Maholm L,1-4 3C 11 10 5 3 0
C.Perez  B 2 2 2 0 0
Withrow 1 2 0 0 1 1
B.Wilson 1 2 1 1 1 1
League 1 0 0 0 1 1
J.Wright 1 0 0 0 0 0
Butera 1 0 0 0 0 1

T—3:20. A—39,498 (56,000).  

 Pirates 4, Brewers 1
Pittsburgh     Milwaukee
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Snider rf 3 0 1 0 EHerrr cf 4 0 0 0
GSnchz ph 1 0 0 0 RWeks 2b 3 0 1 0
Watson p 0 0 0 0 Braun rf 4 0 2 0
Decker ph 1 0 0 0 FrRdrg p 0 0 0 0
Melncn p 0 0 0 0 Lucroy c 3 0 1 0
NWalkr 2b 5 0 1 0 MrRynl 1b 4 0 0 0
AMcCt cf 3 1 1 0 KDavis lf 3 1 1 0
PAlvrz 3b 4 0 2 0 Segura ss 3 0 0 0
Tabata lf-rf 4 0 0 1 Bianchi 3b 3 0 1 1
I.Davis 1b 4 0 2 0 WPerlt p 2 0 0 0
Barmes pr-1b 0 1 0 0 Gennett ph 0 0 0 0
Mercer ss 4 1 1 0 WSmith p 0 0 0 0
CStwrt c 4 1 1 1 LSchfr rf 1 0 0 0
Liriano p 2 0 1 0 
Morris p 0 0 0 0 
SMarte ph-lf 2 0 1 2 
Totals 37 4 11 4 Totals 30 1 6 1
Pittsburgh 000 100 003—4
Milwaukee 000 010 000—1

E—I.Davis (2). DP—Pittsburgh 2, Mil-
waukee 1. LOB—Pittsburgh 7, Milwaukee 
8. 2B—I.Davis (7), S.Marte (6), K.Davis 
(10). SB—Lucroy (2), Segura (8). S—Se-
gura. SF—Bianchi. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Pittsburgh
Liriano 6 4 1 1 1 7
Morris 1 0 0 0 2 0
Watson W,4-0 1 1 0 0 1 0
Melancon S,5-6 1 1 0 0 0 0
Milwaukee
W.Peralta 7 5 1 1 1 4
W.Smith 1 2 0 0 0 3
Fr.Rodriguez L,1-1 1 4 3 3 0 1

T—3:01. A—24,962 (41,900).  

  Yankees 4, Mets 0
New York      New York 
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Gardnr lf 5 1 2 0 EYong lf 4 0 1 0
Jeter ss 4 0 1 1 DnMrp 2b 4 0 1 0
Ellsury cf 3 0 0 0 DWrght 3b 4 0 0 0
Teixeir 1b 4 1 1 1 Grndrs rf-cf 3 0 0 0
McCnn c 4 0 0 0 CYoung cf 3 0 1 0
ASorin rf 4 0 0 0 Valvrd p 0 0 0 0
Solarte 3b 3 2 1 1 Duda 1b 3 0 0 0
BRorts 2b 4 0 2 1 Recker c 3 0 0 0
Tanaka p 4 0 1 0 Tejada ss 3 0 0 0
     RMontr p 1 0 0 0
     Lagars ph 1 0 0 0
     CTorrs p 0 0 0 0
     BAreu rf 1 0 1 0
Totals 35 4 8 4 Totals 30 0 4 0
New York (A) 010 101 100—4
New York (N) 000 000 000—0

LOB—New York (A) 6, New York (N) 
3. 2B—E.Young (4). 3B—B.Roberts 2 (3). 
HR—Teixeira (8), Solarte (4). SB—Gard-
ner (9), Ellsbury (11), Dan.Murphy (9). 
CS—C.Young (2). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
New York (A)
Tanaka W,6-0 9 4 0 0 0 8
New York (N)
R.Montero L,0-1 6 5 3 3 2 3
C.Torres 1 2 1 1 0 2
Valverde 2 1 0 0 0 2

WP—C.Torres. T—3:00. A—35,577.  

 Giants 10, Braves 4
Atlanta     San Francisco
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Pstrnck 2b 4 1 2 0 Blanco cf 3 3 1 1
J.Upton lf 3 0 0 0 Pence rf 5 2 4 3
FFrmn 1b 4 1 1 1 Posey c 4 0 1 0
Gattis c 4 1 1 0 Sandovl 3b 3 1 2 1
CJhnsn 3b 3 1 2 2 JGutrrz p 1 0 0 0
BUpton cf 3 0 0 0 Machi p 0 0 0 0
JSchafr cf 1 0 0 0 Adrianz ph 1 0 0 0
Doumit rf 4 0 0 0 J.Lopez p 0 0 0 0
Smmns ss 4 0 1 1 Morse 1b 4 1 1 1
Tehern p 2 0 0 0 Colvin lf 5 1 2 0
A.Wood p 0 0 0 0 BCrwfr ss 5 2 3 3
Uggla ph 1 0 0 0 B.Hicks 2b 3 0 1 0
Avilan p 0 0 0 0 Bmgrn p 2 0 0 0
DCrpnt p 0 0 0 0 Arias ph-3b 3 0 0 0
Totals 33 4 7 4 Totals 39 10 15 9
Atlanta 200 200 000— 4
San Francisco 310 121 02x—10

E—Gattis (4). DP—San Francisco 1. 
LOB—Atlanta 4, San Francisco 11. 2B—
F.Freeman (11), Gattis (4), C.Johnson 2 
(8), Colvin (1), B.Crawford (7). 3B—Sim-
mons (4). HR—Pence (3), Morse (9), 
B.Crawford (5). SB—Blanco 3 (4). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Atlanta
Teheran L,2-3 3B 7 5 4 5 4
A.Wood 2C 5 3 3 0 4
Avilan 1 1 0 0 0 0
D.Carpenter 1 2 2 2 1 2
San Francisco
Bumgarner W,5-3 5 7 4 4 1 5
J.Gutierrez H,5 1 0 0 0 0 1
Machi 2 0 0 0 0 1
J.Lopez 1 0 0 0 1 1

T—3:18. A—41,253 (41,915).  

 Nationals 5, Diamondbacks 1
Washington     Arizona
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Span cf 3 1 0 0 GParra rf 4 0 2 0
Rendon 3b 4 1 1 0 Prado 3b 4 0 0 0
Werth rf 3 2 1 1 Gldsch 1b 4 0 0 0
Dsmnd ss 4 1 2 2 MMntr c 3 0 1 0
Espinos 2b 4 0 0 0 Hill 2b 4 1 2 1
TMoore 1b 4 0 1 2 C.Ross lf 3 0 0 0
Loaton c 4 0 0 0 Pollock cf 3 0 0 0
McLoth lf 4 0 1 0 Owings ss 3 0 0 0
Fister p 1 0 0 0 McCrth p 2 0 1 0
Frndsn ph 1 0 0 0 EChavz ph 1 0 0 0
Clipprd p 0 0 0 0 Ziegler p 0 0 0 0
Hairstn ph 1 0 0 0 OPerez p 0 0 0 0
RSorin p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 33 5 6 5 Totals 31 1 6 1
Washington 000 000 104—5
Arizona 000 100 000—1

E—Desmond (10), Owings (6). DP—
Washington 2. LOB—Washington 4, Ari-
zona 4. 2B—Rendon (11). HR—Werth (5), 
Hill (4). SB—McLouth (1). CS—G.Parra (4). 
S—Fister. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Washington
Fister 7 5 1 1 0 6
Clippard W,4-2 1 0 0 0 0 2
R.Soriano 1 1 0 0 0 0
Arizona
McCarthy 8 2 1 1 0 7
Ziegler L,0-1  C 3 4 4 2 0
O.Perez  C 1 0 0 0 0

HBP—by Fister (M.Montero). T—2:33. 
A—18,325 (48,633).  

 Royals 3, Rockies 2
Colorado     Kansas City
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Blckmn lf 4 0 0 0 Aoki rf 3 0 0 0
Barnes rf 4 0 1 0 Dyson cf 0 0 0 0
Tlwtzk ss 1 0 0 0 Hosmer 1b 4 0 0 0
LeMahi 2b 2 0 0 0 BButler dh 4 0 1 0
CGnzlz dh 4 0 2 0 S.Perez c 3 1 2 0
Arenad 3b 3 1 1 0 AGordn lf 4 0 0 0
Mornea 1b 4 0 0 0 Giavtll 2b 3 1 1 0
Stubbs cf 4 1 1 2 Ciriaco 2b 1 0 0 0
McKnr c 3 0 0 0 L.Cain cf-rf 3 1 1 0
Culersn 2b-ss 3 0 1 0 Mostks 3b 3 0 2 3
     AEscor ss 3 0 1 0
Totals 32 2 6 2 Totals 31 3 8 3
Colorado 000 000 200—2
Kansas City 030 000 00x—3

LOB—Colorado 5, Kansas City 6. 2B—
Arenado (15), Moustakas 2 (7), A.Escobar 
(11). HR—Stubbs (3). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Colorado
Chacin L,0-2 6 7 3 3 2 1
Brothers 1 0 0 0 0 0
Hawkins 1 1 0 0 0 0
Kansas City
Vargas W,4-1 6C 5 2 2 1 8
Coleman H,1  B 0 0 0 0 0
K.Herrera H,2 1 0 0 0 0 2
G.Holland S,10-11 1 1 0 0 1 1

T—2:34. A—27,323 (37,903).  

 Angels 3, Phillies 0
Los Angeles     Philadelphia
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
ENavrr rf-lf 5 0 1 1 Revere cf 4 0 0 0
Trout cf 4 0 1 0 Rollins ss 4 0 1 0
Pujols 1b 5 2 2 0 Utley 2b 4 0 2 0
Ibanez lf 2 0 1 1 Howard 1b 4 0 1 0
Cowgill rf 0 0 0 0 Byrd rf 4 0 0 0
Aybar ss 2 0 1 1 DBrwn lf 4 0 0 0
Conger c 3 1 1 0 Ruiz c 3 0 1 0
Green 2b 4 0 1 0 Asche 3b 3 0 0 0
Frieri p 0 0 0 0 ABrntt p 1 0 0 0
J.Smith p 0 0 0 0 GwynJ ph 1 0 0 0
LJimnz 3b 4 0 0 0 Manshp p 0 0 0 0
Richrds p 3 0 0 0 MAdms p 0 0 0 0
JMcDnl ph-2b 1 0 0 0 Brignc ph 1 0 0 0
     Hollnds p 0 0 0 0
     Bastrd p 0 0 0 0
Totals 33 3 8 3 Totals 33 0 5 0
Los Angeles 111 000 000—3
Philadelphia 000 000 000—0

DP—Philadelphia 2. LOB—Los Angeles
9, Philadelphia 6. 2B—Pujols (10), Aybar 
(10), Utley 2 (17). 3B—Trout (4). SB—Trout
(5), Ibanez (2), Aybar (2). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Los Angeles
Richards W,4-0 7 5 0 0 0 8
Frieri H,2 1 0 0 0 0 1
J.Smith S,5-7 1 0 0 0 0 1
Philadelphia
A.Burnett L,2-3 5 7 3 3 5 6
Manship 1 0 0 0 0 1
Mi.Adams 1 1 0 0 1 2
Hollands 1 0 0 0 0 0
Bastardo 1 0 0 0 0 1

WP—Richards 2. T—3:08. A—33,308 
(43,651).  

Tigers 7, Orioles 5 
Detroit     Baltimore
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
RDavis lf 4 1 1 2 Markks rf 5 0 0 0
Kinsler 2b 5 0 1 0 Machd 3b 4 1 0 0
MiCarr 1b 5 0 1 2 A.Jones cf 5 1 3 1
VMrtnz dh 3 1 1 0 C.Davis 1b 3 1 1 1
JMrtnz rf 3 0 0 0 N.Cruz dh 5 1 2 3
AJcksn cf 4 1 0 0 Hardy ss 4 0 1 0
D.Kelly 3b 3 1 1 1 Clevngr c 4 0 1 0
Holady c 4 2 2 1 Schoop 2b 4 0 0 0
Worth ss 4 1 2 1 Lough lf 2 1 1 0
Totals 35 7 9 7 Totals 36 5 9 5
Detroit 002 311 000—7
Baltimore 000 050 000—5

E—M.Gonzalez (1). LOB—Detroit 5,
Baltimore 9. HR_R.Davis (3), N.Cruz (11). 
SB—V.Martinez (2), A.Jackson (6), D.Kelly
(2). SF_R.Davis.
IP H R ER BB SO
Detroit
Verlander W,5-2 6 6 5 5 3 4
Alburquerque H,7  C 1 0 0 0 1
Krol H,7  C 0 0 0 0 0
Chamberlain H,7 1 2 0 0 1 1
Nathan S,10-12 1 0 0 0 1 0
Baltimore
Gausman L,0-1 4 6 5 5 2 2
M.Gonzalez 2 2 2 1 1 1
R.Webb 1 1 0 0 0 1
Patton 1 0 0 0 0 1
Matusz 1 0 0 0 0 1

WP—Verlander, Gausman. T—3:27. 
A—36,727 (45,971).

 Red Sox 9, Twins 4
Boston     Minnesota
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Pedroia 2b 4 0 1 1 Dozier 2b 4 1 2 0
JHerrr pr-2b 0 1 0 0 Mauer 1b 3 0 0 1
Victorn rf 5 1 1 0 Colaell ph 1 0 0 0
D.Ortiz dh 5 3 3 2 Plouffe 3b 5 1 2 2
Napoli 1b 4 1 1 1 Parmel rf 4 1 0 0
Carp 1b 1 1 0 0 KSuzuk dh 4 0 1 0
GSizmr lf 4 0 2 2 Pinto c 4 0 1 0
Przyns c 5 0 1 2 Nunez lf 4 0 2 1
Bogarts ss 4 2 2 0 EEscor ss 4 1 1 0
Mdlrks 3b 4 0 1 1 A.Hicks cf 3 0 1 0
BrdlyJr cf 4 0 0 0 
Totals 40 9 12 9 Totals 36 4 10 4
Boston 202 111 002—9
Minnesota 001 000 012—4

E—Badenhop (1), Plouffe (3), Nunez
(1). DP—Boston 1, Minnesota 1. LOB—
Boston 7, Minnesota 9. 2B—D.Ortiz (8),
Napoli (9), G.Sizemore (6), Pierzynski (4), 
Bogaerts (8), Plouffe (16), E.Escobar (10).
HR—D.Ortiz 2 (11), Plouffe (2). SF—Mau-
er. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Boston
Doubront W,2-3 6B 7 1 1 1 5
Badenhop 1C 1 1 0 2 1
Mujica 1 2 2 2 0 2
Minnesota
Correia L,1-5 4 9 5 5 0 0
Thielbar 1 1 1 1 0 1
Swarzak 1 1 1 0 1 2
Guerrier 2 0 0 0 0 0
Tonkin 1 1 2 0 2 0

PB—Pierzynski. T—3:07. A—26,802
(39,021).  

Calendar
June 5-7 — Amateur draft, Secaucus,

N.J. (day 1) and New York (days 2-3)
July 15 — All-Star Game, Minneapolis.
July 18 — Deadline for amateur draft 

picks to sign.
July 27 — Hall of Fame inductions, 

Cooperstown, N.Y.
July 31 — Last day to trade a player 

without securing waivers.
Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40 

players.
Sept. 30 — Postseason begins.
Oct. 22 — World Series begins.
November TBA — Deadline for teams

to make qualifying offers to their eligible
former players who became free agents, 
fifth day after World Series.

November TBA — Deadline for free 
agents to accept qualifying offers, 12th
day after World Series.

Dec. 2 — Last day for teams to offer 
2015 contracts to unsigned players.

Dec. 8-11 — Winter meetings, San Di-
ego.

GAIL BURTON/AP

Orioles starting pitcher Kevin 
Gausman is unable to hold on to 
a throw from first baseman Chris 
Davis on a bunt by the Tigers’ 
Danny Worth during the fourth 
inning Wednesday in Baltimore. 
The Tigers won 7-5.
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OAKLAND, Calif. — Less than 
two months into his career, Jose 
Abreu is already the guy the Chi-
cago White Sox want at the plate 
when the game is on the line.

Abreu hit a three-run homer in 
the eighth inning, and the White 
Sox snapped a four-game losing 
streak with a 4-2 victory over the 
Oakland Athletics on Wednesday.

“We realize what he is and how 
important he is to us,” manager 
Robin Ventura said. “When you 
get in situations like that you’re 
pretty glad he’s up there. That’s 
what he means to us. You always 
feel like you’re in a good spot if 
he’s up there with guys on.”

Gordon Beckham homered 
on the first pitch of the game 
for the White Sox, who rallied 
against Oakland’s bullpen to end 
a seven-game losing streak at the 
Coliseum.

John Jaso and Josh Donaldson 
hit solo homers off Andre Rienzo 
for the Athletics, who were in line 
for a season-best seventh straight 
victory before the bullpen melt-
down in the eighth cost Tommy 
Milone a chance at a win.

Beckham and Conor Gillaspie 
started the rally with one-out sin-
gles against Fernando Abad (0-1), 
and Abreu greeted Luke Greger-
son with a no-doubt drive to left 
field for his 15th home run of the 
season.

“He has ridiculous power,” Gil-
laspie said. “When he gets the ball 
up in the air like that it’s going to 
be tough for it not to leave. Hats 

off to him. The guy made a mis-
take and he took advantage of it.”

Abreu, a rookie slugger from 
Cuba, is the fourth player in major 
league history to hit 15 homers in 
his first 42 games, joining Wally 
Berger, Kevin Maas and Wally 
Joyner.

“I got the opportunity to hit a 
good pitch,” Abreu said through 
an interpreter. “All I was doing 
was trying to hit a ball in the air 
to bring the guy from third base. 
But I was able to get a good swing 
and a good pitch to hit.”

Gregerson was trying to make 
Abreu chase a pitch out of the 
strike zone but caught too much 
of the plate instead.

Red Sox 9, Twins 4:   David 
Ortiz homered twice for the sec-
ond straight game and visiting 
Boston beat Minnesota.

Big Papi went 3-for-5 with two 
RBIs, one night after a four-hit 
performance against his former 
team. Both of his home runs — off 
Kevin Correia (1-5) in the third 
and Caleb Theilbar in the fifth — 
traveled more than 400 feet into 
the right-field upper deck at Tar-
get Field, where he’s batting .528 
(28-for-53) in 13 career games.

 Tigers 7, Orioles 5: Rajai 
Davis homered, and visiting De-
troit overcame a rare shaky per-
formance by Justin Verlander to 
complete a three-game sweep.

The Tigers have won 12 of their 
last 15 games, including eight in 
a row on the road. Baltimore has 
lost four straight.

Verlander (5-2) allowed a sea-
son-high five runs on six hits with 

four strikeouts and three walks in 
six innings.

 Rays 2, Mariners 0: Jake 
Odorizzi pitched one-hit ball for 
six innings, but visiting Tampa 
Bay lost All-Star Ben Zobrist.

Zobrist dislocated his left 
thumb on a headfirst slide while 
trying to steal second base in the 
fifth. The valuable all-purpose 
player jammed himself into the 
bag after being tagged out, walked 
off the field holding his hand and 
later had his thumb adjusted back 
into place.

Zobrist will remain with the 
team for the final four games of 
a West Coast road trip and be re-
evaluated when the Rays return 
home.

Indians 15, Blue Jays 4: David 
Murphy had five hits and five 
RBIs and Lonnie Chisenhall had 
five hits and an RBI and visiting 
Cleveland beat Toronto.

Corey Kluber (4-3) pitched 
seven innings to win consecutive 
starts for the first time this sea-
son, and Carlos Santana and Yan 
Gomes homered as the Indians 
set season-highs with 22 hits and 
15 runs in winning for the sixth 
time in eight games.

 Astros 5, Rangers 4: Matt 
Dominguez hit an RBI single off 
the right-field wall in the ninth 
inning and host Houston won a 
series against its in-state rival for 
the first time since 2008.

The Astros took two of three 
after losing 15 straight series to 
the Rangers. Houston overcame 
a four-run deficit to win. 

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Masahiro 
Tanaka has been every bit the ace 
the New York Yankees went shop-
ping for last winter.

Tanaka pitched a four-hitter 
for his first major league shutout 
and the Yankees got home runs 
from Yangervis Solarte and Mark 
Teixeira on Wednesday night, 
snapping a four-game skid with a 
4-0 victory over the Mets.

“Overall, I think that today 
was my best day,” Tanaka said 
through a translator.

Brian Roberts tripled twice 
and the Yankees finally beat their 
crosstown rivals after dropping 
six straight meetings.

The Mets took all four Subway 
Series games last year and won 
two slugfests in the Bronx this 
week. Back home at spacious Citi 
Field, however, their bats went si-
lent again.

“You asked me about the home 
run barrage? We hit three of 
them tonight. They were just in 
the wrong park,” manager Terry 
Collins said.

Tanaka (6-0) overwhelmed the 
Mets with his vast assortment 
of pitches while spoiling Rafael 
Montero’s big league debut. The 
latest to arrive in a line of touted 
Mets pitching prospects, Montero 
threw six competitive innings but 
was no match for the $155 million 
rookie from Japan.

“In some ways, this is a David-
and-Goliath matchup. One guy’s 
never lost and the other guy’s 
never pitched,” Mets general 
manager Sandy Alderson said 
before the game. “So, it’s inter-
esting. We’ll see how many rocks 
Rafael’s got.”

Not enough.
Tanaka is 34-0 combined in 

Japan and North America over 

his last 42 regular-season starts.
He did lose Game 6 of the Japan
Series last year — before earning
a save in Game 7.

“I just go up there and basical-
ly try to win every single game,” 
Tanaka said.

The right-hander struck out 
eight and walked none, throwing
114 pitches during his first com-
plete game in the majors. He low-
ered his ERA to 2.17 and gave the 
Yankees’ taxed bullpen a much-
needed break.

 Tanaka became the first Yan-
kees rookie to begin his career 6-
0 as a starter since Hall of Famer 
Whitey Ford went 9-0 in 1950.
That sort of dependability has 
been sorely needed, with the Yan-
kees already missing CC Sabathia 
and two other injured starters. 

Royals 3, Rockies 2: Mike
Moustakas hit a three-run double 
in the second inning, and Jason
Vargas and host Kansas City’s
bullpen made it stand up.

Vargas (4-1) did not allow a hit
until the fourth inning and did
not allow a run until Drew Stubbs
belted a two-run homer in the
seventh.

Louis Coleman got the Roy-
als out of the inning without any 
more damage, and Kelvin Herre-
ra worked a perfect eighth before
Greg Holland survived a shaky
ninth for his 10th save.

Angels 3, Phillies 0:  Garrett 
Richards tossed a five-hitter over
seven sharp innings and visiting
Los Angeles swept a two-game
series.

Mike Trout went 1-for-4 with a 
triple, walk and stolen base.  Rich-
ards (4-0) struck out eight, had
no walks and lowered his ERA to
2.42.  

The Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — Chris Stew-
art quickly has become familiar 
with the repertoire of tough Mil-
waukee closer Francisco Rodri-
guez. It paid off for the backup 
catcher Wednesday night.

One night after grounding out 
in a nine-pitch at-bat against Ro-
driguez, Stewart’s single keyed 
a three-run burst in the ninth 
inning and sent the Pirates past 
Milwaukee 4-1, ending the Brew-
ers’ three-game winning streak.

“I saw quite a few pitches from 
him (Tuesday) night, so I think 
that helped going into the at-bat,” 
Stewart said. “He stayed away 
from me (Tuesday) night, so it gave 
me a read on what he was going to 
try and do in that situation.”

Rodriguez (1-1) threw two 
quick strikes to Stewart, but left a 
changeup high on the outside cor-
ner of the plate on his third pitch 
and the Pirates catcher belted it 
to center, allowing pinch-runner 
Clint Barmes to score from sec-
ond with the go-ahead run.

“It was a big swing of the bat 
for us,” Pittsburgh manager Clint 
Hurdle said.

Rodriguez had given up only 
one run in 21 innings in his first 

21 games. But the Pirates tagged 
the Milwaukee closer for four 
consecutive hits to beat the Brew-
ers for only the second time in 
nine games.

 Milwaukee had only six hits and 
went 0-for-7 with runners in scor-
ing position minus Carlos Gomez. 
The star center fielder dropped 
his appeal Wednesday and began 
a three-game suspension for his 
part in a bench-clearing fracas at 
Pittsburgh on Easter Sunday.

“We didn’t swing the bat that 
well,” Milwaukee manager Ron 
Roenicke said.

 Marlins 13, Dodgers 3: Ed 
Lucas homered during a six-run 
second inning in which second 
baseman Dee Gordon’s fielding 
error led to five unearned runs, 
and visiting Miami scored anoth-
er six runs two innings later.

Anthony DeSclafani (1-0) al-
lowed two runs and seven hits 
over six innings to earn the win 
in his major league debut. He had 
a single and drove in two runs.

 Giants 10, Braves 4: Hunter 
Pence, Michael Morse and Bran-
don Crawford homered to power 
host San Francisco.

Gregor Blanco stole three 
bases and scored three runs as 
the Giants continued to dominate 
the matchup of NL division lead-
ers. San Francisco finished 5-1 
against Atlanta this season.

 Nationals 5, Diamondbacks 1:  
Ian Desmond and Tyler Moore 
each lined two-run singles in the 
ninth inning to break open a close 
game for visiting Washington.

Nationals starter Doug Fister 
was locked into a pitcher’s duel 
with Brandon McCarthy before 
Washington pulled away. 

AP
Yankees starting pitcher Masahiro Tanaka stretches to field Daniel 
Murphy’s groundout in the ninth inning Wednesday against the Mets. 
Tanaka pitched a four-hit shutout and recorded his first major league 
hit in the game, a 4-0 victory for the Yankees.

Interleague roundup

Tanaka 6-0 after 
shutting out Mets

AL roundup

Abreu helps rally White Sox

NL roundup

Brewers snap 3-game losing skid

MORRY GASH/AP

The Pirates’ Starling Marte 
hits a two-run-scoring double 
during the ninth inning against 
the Brewers on Wednesday. 
Pittsburgh won 4-1.
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The Associated Press

BOSTON — Former New Eng-
land Patriot Aaron Hernandez, 
who already faces a murder 
charge in a man’s shooting death 
last year, was indicted Thursday 
on new murder charges in an 
unrelated 2012 double slaying in 
Boston, police said.

The victims in that killing, Dan-
iel de Abreu and Safiro Furtado, 
were shot to death as they sat in 
a car in Boston’s South End on 
July 16, 2012. Police have said 
they were shot by someone who 
drove up alongside in an SUV 
with Rhode Island license plates 
and opened fire.

Hernandez was seen on sur-
veillance footage in the same 
nightclub as the victims the night 
of the attack, authorities have 
said. Prosecutors planned a news 
conference late Thursday morn-
ing to discuss new details in the 
shooting deaths.

Lawyers for Hernandez, who 
is awaiting trial in the separate 
2013 shooting death near his 
home of 27-year-old Odin Lloyd 
in North Attleborough, did not 
immediately respond to messag-
es seeking comment. Hernandez 
is being held without bail after 
pleading not guilty to murder in 
Lloyd’s death.

Boston police wrote in an affi-
davit last year there is probable 
cause to believe that Hernandez 
was driving a vehicle used in the 
2012 double shooting and “may 
have been the shooter.” The af-
fidavit was filed as police sought 
to search an SUV involved in 
the shooting and found at Her-
nandez’s uncle’s home in Bristol, 
Connecticut.

The SUV was covered in dust 
and cobwebs and had a dead bat-
tery, leading police to believe it 
had remained untouched in the 
garage for close to a year, accord-
ing to the court document.

Survivor Aquilino Freire told 
police an SUV pulled up next to 
them while they were stopped, 
and he saw someone in the SUV’s 
back seat laughing, according to 
the affidavit. Then, several gun-
shots were fired from the rear 
passenger seat into the car, Freire 
told police. Two other people in 
the car ran away, Freire said.

In other NFL news:
� Panthers Pro Bowl defensive 

end Greg Hardy was released 
from jail on $17,000 bond Wednes-
day, one day after being arrested 
on charges of assault on a female 
and communicating threats.

Hardy left jail wearing sweat-
pants and a black tank top. He did 
not speak to reporters.

Charlotte Mecklenburg County 
Judge Rebecca Thorne Tin called 
Hardy a potential threat and or-
dered him not to have any contact 
with the accuser and to attend 
three Alcoholic Anonymous 
meetings per week.

� Quarterback Josh Johnson 
has returned to the San Francis-
co 49ers and his former college 
coach, Jim Harbaugh.

Johnson was cut by the 49ers 

before the 2012 season, then re-
joined them Wednesday after 
being cut two days earlier by 
Cincinnati.

Harbaugh took a chance on the 
undersized Johnson at San Diego, 
developing the 5-foot-11, 145-
pound Oakland Tech prep star 
into a record-setting college QB. 
But current starter Colin Kaeper-
nick emerged as the steady back-
up to Alex Smith going into 2012, 
and Scott Tolzien earned the No. 
3 spot that year.

The 49ers traded for Blaine 
Gabbert in March, so he and 
Johnson could compete for the 
No. 2 job.

 � Former Nebraska quarter-
back Taylor Martinez’s free-agent 
contract with the Philadelphia 
Eagles has been voided because 
he failed a physical.

His father, Casey Martinez, 
wrote in an email to The Associat-
ed Press on Wednesday that Taylor 
continues to struggle with a left-
foot injury that dates to early last 
season. Casey Martinez said the 
Eagles let Taylor go after evaluat-
ing his medical file from Nebraska 
and taking X-rays of the foot.

 The Eagles signed Martinez as 
an undrafted free agent Sunday. 
He played in only four games 
his senior season because of the 
injury. He left Nebraska as the 
program’s career leader in total 
offense, passing yards, career 
touchdown passes and starts by a 
quarterback.

Rangers put LH starters 
Harrison, Perez on DL

HOUSTON — The Texas 
Rangers put left-handers Matt 
Harrison and Martin Perez on 
the disabled list Wednesday, and 
could be without both starters 
for an extended period.

General manager Jon Daniels 
said that Harrison was diag-
nosed with significant nerve ir-
ritation in his vertebrae. He will 
have an injection Friday in an at-
tempt to alleviate the symptoms 
before considering other options, 
including surgery.

Harrison, who made only two 
starts last season before two op-
erations on a herniated disk in 
his lower back, came out in the 
second inning of his start Tues-
day night at Houston. Daniels 
said the pitcher had a tingling 
sensation down his left leg, simi-
lar to what he experienced be-
fore having surgery last year.

Perez has a partial tear of 
his ulnar collateral ligament in 
his left elbow. He could have an 
injection and rehab that could 
keep him out three months, or 
possibly have Tommy John sur-
gery and miss a year.

 Harrison was examined 
Wednesday by Dr. Drew Dos-
sett, who did the two operations 
last year.

Daniels said there was no evi-

dence of disk herniation, but that 
the spondylolisthesis Harrison 
is now experiencing was con-
sidered a possible risk after the 
operations — “If it didn’t work 
as you would hope, this would 
be the outcome. Unfortunately, 
that’s come to pass,” the GM 
said.

The options for Harrison in-
cluded rehab and to live with 
the problem or have surgery 
that Daniels described as spinal 
fusion.

Daniels said players have re-
turned to the major leagues after 
have such fusions, but there are 
no guarantees.

“It’s more involved surgery 
and changes of coming back are 
lesser than some of the more 
traditional baseball surgeries,” 
Daniels said. “If he did opt to 
have surgery, he would be out 
for the year with a chance to 
rehab and come in and compete 
in spring training.” 

Haas upsets Wawrinka 
at Italian Open

ROME — The seemingly age-
less Tommy Haas upset third-
seeded Stanislas Wawrinka 
5-7, 6-2, 6-3 Thursday to reach the 
Italian Open quarterfinals.

The oldest player in the draw 
at 36, Haas used his expertise 
to give Wawrinka trouble with 
heavy topspin on the red clay 
courts at the Foro Italico.

Haas hadn’t beaten a top-10 
player since taking out then No. 
1 Novak Djokovic in Miami more 
than a year ago.

 In women’s play on a perfectly 
clear day, second-seeded Li Na 
defeated Australian veteran Sam 
Stosur 6-3, 6-1 and will next meet 
10th-seeded Sara Errani of Italy, 
who kept the crowd content by 
beating Czech qualifier Petra 
Cetkovska 6-4, 7-6 (3).

Judge says Pistorius 
should see psychiatrist

PRETORIA, South Africa 
— The judge overseeing the mur-
der trial of Oscar Pistorius has 
ordered the double-amputee ath-
lete to undergo psychiatric tests, 
meaning that the trial proceed-
ings will be delayed.

The decision Wednesday by 
Judge Thokozile Masipa followed 
a request for a psychiatric evalu-
ation by the chief prosecutor, 
Gerrie Nel. The prosecutor had 
said he had no option but to ask 
for it after an expert witness for 
the defense testified that Pisto-
rius had an anxiety disorder that 
may have played a role when he 
fatally shot his girlfriend, Reeva 
Steenkamp.

Masipa did not immediately 
specify the length of the psychi-
atric evaluation.

Pistorius says he killed Steen-
kamp on Feb. 14, 2013 by mistake, 
thinking there was an intruder in 
his home. The prosecution says 
the Olympic runner killed her 
after an argument. 

Friday, May 16, 2014

SPORTS BRIEFS/NBA

The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — The
Golden State Warriors are taking 
another chance on a television 
analyst and former NBA guard
who has never been a head coach 
at any level.

The Warriors won the bidding 
war with the New York Knicks for
Steve Kerr on Wednesday, hiring
him away from the TNT broad-
cast table to be their coach. Kerr
agreed to a five-year, $25 million
deal with Golden State, said his
agent, Mike Tannenbaum.

The Warriors confirmed the 
agreement Wednesday night and 
said they will introduce Kerr at 
a news conference after the con-
tract is complete.

Kerr had been in talks with 
the Knicks about becoming their
coach since Phil Jackson took
over as team president in March.
He won three titles playing for
Jackson in Chicago and another 
two under Gregg Popovich in San
Antonio.

Kerr told NBA.com, which 
first reported the agreement, that
going to Golden State “just felt
like the right move on many lev-
els.” He said his daughter plays
volleyball nearby at the Universi-
ty of California, Berkeley, his old-
est son is in college in San Diego
and his youngest son is a junior in
high school.

Kerr called the offer to coach 
the Knicks a “tantalizing” oppor-
tunity. He said it was “agonizing”
to say no to Jackson “because of
what I think of him and what he’s
done for my career.”

“I told Phil, ‘I think I have to 
pursue this other opportunity,’”
Kerr told the website. “He gave me
his blessing. He said. ‘Go look at it,
and do what was in my heart.’ ” 

KATHY WILLENS/AP

The Golden State Warriors 
have won the bidding war 
with the New York Knicks for 
TNT commentator and former 
Chicago Bulls and San Antonio 
Spurs guard Steve Kerr, hiring 
him away from the broadcast 
table to be their coach. Kerr 
agreed to a five-year, $25 
million deal on Wednesday. 

Kerr takes 
job with 
Warriors

Hernandez indicted in double slaying
Briefl y

JOSH REYNOLDS/AP

Former New England Patriot football player Aaron Hernandez, right, 
already facing a murder charge in a man’s shooting death last year, 
was indicted on Thursday on new murder charges stemming from an 
unrelated 2012 double-slaying in Boston.
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NBA PLAYOFFS
Scoreboard

Second round
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Miami 4, Brooklyn 1
Miami 107, Brooklyn 86
Miami 94, Brooklyn 82
Brooklyn 104, Miami 90
Miami 102, Brooklyn 96
Wednesday: Miami 96, Brooklyn 94

Indiana 3, Washington 2
Washington 102, Indiana 96
Indiana 86, Washington 82
Indiana 85, Washington 63
Indiana 95, Washington 92
Washington 102, Indiana 79
Thursday: at Washington
x-Sunday: at Indiana

WESTERN CONFERENCE
San Antonio 4, Portland 1

San Antonio 116, Portland 92
San Antonio 114, Portland 97
San Antonio 118, Portland 103
Portland 103, San Antonio 92
Wednesday: San Antonio 104, Port-

land 82
Oklahoma City 3, L.A. Clippers 2

L.A. Clippers 122, Oklahoma City 105
Oklahoma City 112, L.A. Clippers 101
Oklahoma City 118, L.A. Clippers 112
L.A. Clippers 101, Oklahoma City 99
Oklahoma City 105, L.A. Clippers 104
Thursday: at L.A. Clippers
x-Sunday: at Oklahoma City 

Wednesday
Spurs 104, Trail Blazers 82
PORTLAND — Batum 3-9 3-5 10, Al-

dridge 10-21 1-4 21, Lopez 5-7 2-2 12,  
Lillard 7-18 2-2 17, Matthews 5-10 2-2 
14, Robinson 1-2 0-0 2,  Barton 2-9 1-2 6, 
McCollum 0-3 0-0 0, Freeland 0-2 0-0 0,  
M.Leonard 0-0 0-0 0, Claver 0-0 0-0 0. To-
tals 33-81 11-17 82.

SAN ANTONIO — K.Leonard 9-15 1-2 
22, Duncan 6-13 4-6 16, Splitter 1-1 2-2 4,  
Parker 0-2 0-0 0, Green 9-13 0-0 22, Diaw 
2-8 1-2 5,  Ginobili 4-11 1-2 9, Belinelli 1-5 
2-2 4, Mills 8-17 0-0 18,  Joseph 1-3 0-0 2, 
Baynes 0-0 0-0 0, Bonner 1-1 0-0 2, Ayres 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 42-89 11-16 104.

Portland 19 25 19 19— 82
San Antonio 19 32 26 27—104
Three-Point Goals—Portland 5-19 

(Matthews 2-4, Lillard 1-4, Barton 1-4,  Ba-
tum 1-6, McCollum 0-1), San Antonio 9-21 
(Green 4-6, K.Leonard 3-4,  Mills 2-5, Park-
er 0-1, Belinelli 0-1, Diaw 0-2, Ginobili 0-2). 
Fouled  Out—None. Rebounds—Portland 
53 (Batum 12), San Antonio 53 (Green 9).  
Assists—Portland 18 (Lillard 10), San An-
tonio 24 (Splitter 7). Total  Fouls—Portland 
16, San Antonio 19. A—18,581 (18,797). 

Heat 96, Nets 94
BROOKLYN — Johnson 15-23 1-1 34, 

Pierce 8-18 1-2 19, Garnett 1-3 0-0 2,  Wil-
liams 7-16 0-0 17, Livingston 2-6 4-4 8, 
Anderson 1-3 0-0 2,  Blatche 0-0 0-0 0, 
Teletovic 1-3 4-4 6, Kirilenko 1-2 2-4 4,  
Thornton 1-4 0-0 2. Totals 37-78 12-15 94.

MIAMI — James 6-14 15-17 29, Battier 
0-0 0-0 0, Bosh 6-11 0-0 16,  Chalmers 0-
5 2-2 2, Wade 10-18 8-8 28, Allen 4-10 4-4 
13,  Andersen 0-1 0-0 0, Jones 1-2 0-0 3, 
Cole 0-3 0-0 0, Lewis 2-3 0-0 5. Totals 29-
67 29-31 96.

Brooklyn 22 27 26 19—94
Miami 23 19 24 30—96
Three-Point Goals—Brooklyn 8-22 

(Johnson 3-6, Williams 3-7, Pierce 2-5,  
Anderson 0-1, Thornton 0-1, Teletovic 0-
2), Miami 9-29 (Bosh 4-6, James  2-5, Lewis 
1-2, Jones 1-2, Allen 1-7, Cole 0-2, Chalm-
ers 0-5). Fouled  Out—None. Rebounds—
Brooklyn 47 (Garnett 8), Miami 37 (James 
9).  Assists—Brooklyn 14 (Williams 4), Mi-
ami 18 (Chalmers 7). Total  Fouls—Brook-
lyn 21, Miami 16. A—19,615 (19,600).  

Spurs headed back to West finals

AP Photo

Miami forward LeBron James celebrates after a 96-94 series-sealing win in Game 5 of their Eastern Conference semifinal series against the 
Brooklyn Nets in Miami on Wednesday. 

King’s court

‘ Sometimes things have to go perfectly 
when you play the best team in the NBA. ’

Paul Pierce
Brooklyn Nets forward, after his team’s 96-94 Game 5 loss to the Heat.

BY TIM REYNOLDS

The Associated Press

MIAMI — A game, a series, a 
season, they all would hinge on 
one shot.

That is, if the shot was taken.
Ray Allen and LeBron James 

would have none of that. They 
swarmed Brooklyn sharpshooter 
Joe Johnson and knocked the ball 
away — twice, actually — in the 
final moments, and the Miami 
Heat reached the Eastern Con-
ference finals for the fourth con-
secutive year by rallying past the 
Nets, 96-94.

Miami led for only 32 seconds 
after halftime — the final 32 
seconds.

“It’s always been like that for 

us,” James said. “It’s never easy.”
Sure looks easy. It was the 10th 

straight series win for the two-
time defending NBA champions.

James scored 29 points, Dwy-
ane Wade added 28 and Allen hit 
the three-pointer that gave Miami 
its first and only lead since the 
second quarter.  

“Give the Heat credit,” Nets 
coach Jason Kidd said. “They 
were attacking there in the fourth 

quarter. We were attacking. Both 
teams were attacking. They made 
plays, they made shots and we 
didn’t.”

For much of the night, Brook-
lyn was making enough plays.

The Nets led by 10 points in the 
third quarter and got a virtuoso 
performance from Johnson, a 
game-high 34 points on 15-for-23 
shooting. He just never got that 
24th shot off.

Johnson took an inbounds pass 
in the right corner with 4.4 sec-
onds left, was defended by James
as he worked toward the lane, and 
lost the ball when Allen got his
right hand on it with 1.8 seconds 
left. Johnson grabbed the ball but
James knocked it away as time
ran out.

 Chris Bosh scored 16 and Allen
finished with 13 for Miami, which 
is in the East finals for the sixth
time since 2005. Paul Pierce
scored 19 and Deron Williams had
17 for the Nets, who led by eight 
with 4:49 remaining before the 
Heat put together a 12-0 run that 
decided everything.

“Sometimes things have to go
perfectly when you play the best
team in the NBA,” Pierce said. 

ERIC GAY/AP

San Antonio forward Tim Duncan 
celebrates after defeating the Portland 
Trail Blazers in Game 5 of their Western 
Conference semifinal playoff series on 
Wednesday in San Antonio. 

Did you know

San Antonio 
dominated its matchup 
with Portland, winning
each of its four games
by at least 15 points, 
becoming only the third team 
in the past 15 years to win in 
such commanding fashion.

SOURCE: Elias Sports Bureau

BY RAUL DOMINGUEZ

The Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — After a grueling 
seven-game series with the Dallas Maver-
icks, the San Antonio Spurs earned some 
rest by making quick work of the Portland 
Trail Blazers.

And it couldn’t come at a better time.
Danny Green and Kawhi Leonard each 

scored 22 points, and San Antonio over-
came an injury to Tony Parker to close out 
the Western Conference semifinals with a 
104-82 victory over Portland in Game 5 on 
Wednesday night.

“We really needed this win for multiple 
reasons,” said Manu Ginobili, who handled 
much of the ball-handling duties in Parker’s 
absence. “First, because we didn’t want to 
get on the plane tomorrow. It’s tough to play 
every other day so far against a younger 
team after a four-hour flight. Then, every 
time you have an opportunity to close a se-
ries, especially at home, you want to take 
it. Then we saw Tony go down, so now we 
have a little break to get him back.”

After playing with various injuries 
throughout last postseason, the Spurs 
had been healthy in these playoffs until 
Wednesday.

After returning to the court with 9:46 
remaining in the second quarter following 
his normal rest, Parker left the game ex-

actly a minute later. He headed back to the
locker room followed closely by San Anto-
nio general manager R.C. Buford and team
physician, Dr. Paul Saenz.

Parker will undergo an MRI today to de-
termine the severity of the injury.

The good news is Parker and the Spurs
have at least five days off to recuperate .

It’s the third straight conference finals
appearance for San Antonio, which lost a
heartbreaking seven-game series to the
Miami Heat in last season’s NBA Finals.

San Antonio awaits the winner of the se-
ries between Oklahoma City and the Los 
Angeles Clippers. The Thunder have a 3-2
lead. 

Tim Duncan had 16 points and eight re-
bounds for the Spurs, who had four blowout 
victories in the five-game series.

“After a tough series with Dallas, they
came out and played extremely well this 
series,” Blazers coach Terry Stotts said. “It 
is a compliment to all the years that they 
have been here and the program that they
have developed. They certainly outplayed
us in this series.” 

James, Allen key Heat rally to eliminate Brooklyn
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Price leads Canadiens to Game 7 victory in Boston 
NHL playoffs, Page 26

SPORTS

California Chrome’s quest 
for 1st Triple Crown since 
1978 set to continue from 
favorable Preakness post

California Chrome, with Victor Espinoza up, wins
 the Kentucky Derby on May 3 in Louisville, Ky.

 California Chrome was installed as a 3-5 favorite
 for Saturday’s Preakness Stakes in Baltimore.

CHARLES BERTRAM, LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER/MCT

‘ I knew this horse would win the 
Kentucky Derby. And I’ve got

 a strong feeling he’s going to win 
the Preakness. I’ve got something 

within me that I feel, and I can’t 
explain it. ’

Steve Coburn
California Chrome’s co-owner

Heat, Spurs advance 
to conference fi nals
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BY CHILDS WALKER

The Baltimore Sun

BALTIMORE — Steve Coburn hasn’t stopped 
dreaming.
Throughout the week leading up to the Kentucky 

Derby, California Chrome’s co-owner predicted vic-
tory to anyone who’d listen, saying he felt it from his 
gut and his heart.

Coburn, wearing his trademark cowboy hat, sang 
the same confident tune Wednesday after his cham-
pion drew the No. 3 post position for Saturday’s 
Preakness Stakes. His strong belief was echoed in 

the morning line set by Pimlico Race Course hand-
icapper Keith Feustle, which has California Chrome 
as a massive 3-5 favorite.

“I’m great with No. 3,” Coburn said after the eve-
ning draw, held on the infield at Pimlico. “If he holds 

his position, I think we got this pretty well sewed up 
here. It is a dream coming true. I knew this horse would 

win the Kentucky Derby. And I’ve got a strong feeling 

he’s going to win the Preakness. I’ve got something with-
in me that I feel, and I can’t explain it.”

California Chrome’s charmed existence continued 
with a draw that will put him near the middle of a 10-
horse field as he continues his quest to become the 
first Triple Crown winner since Affirmed in 1978.

An unlucky draw can be an impediment to the stron-
gest of favorites, as Orb learned last year when he went 

off as a 3-5 choice from the No. 1 post but couldn’t fight 
his way off the rail in time to catch Oxbow.
An awed gasp swept through the crowd at the draw 

when California Chrome was announced as such a mas-
sive favorite.

SEE PREAKNESS ON PAGE 25

Yankees’ Tanaka handcuffs Mets, improves to 6-0
MLB, Page 29


